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New Year—Doloroso

C. F. WIMBERLY

ent? Very few throughout all the past, of the “ring-

ing out the Old, and ringing in the New”—even since
the stars began to sing at the dawning, but that have
seen their share of tragedy. The falling snows of the Yule-
tide seasons have seen many bloody footprints on its pearly
whiteness. This world has been most fittingly called “a world
of sorrow,” “
old world, just the same; its cups are filled to the brim with
joy and hope; but along with the brightness and sunshine
there have been darkness and gloom.

A New Year is always a fitting time for prophecy; one
year ago it was unusual in that regard—it was pregnant
~with foregleams: so much was going on around us, and the
whole world so troubled, that the prophets and seers were
apprehensive and sober. Peering into the to-morrows caused
a shudder; many thought they saw a rift in the clouds; but
to others, all looked dark and ominous. Time was, and very
recently, when all but those saw the nearby reign of Univer-
sal Peace, met with ridicule and contemptuous pity. Why
not? The world is one great family of nations; commerce
is united; society is united and more humane; the churches
are soon to be one vast Federation. Away with the swan
song; to-day is the threshold of a brighter to-morrow for
the whole earth. Beautiful theme! So suitable for Yuletide
sermons, and many perchance have been thus delivered.

All the while—two decades or more—the volcanoes of
human hate, greed, and selfishness smouldered in the sub-
stratum of social and industrial life; on the surface, all was
serene and promising. Marie Antonnette sang and danced
while the canaille festered; the nobility and clergy surfeited
in luxury, while France suffered. The cry of the street
gamin never reached the brilliant, festal halls of the Tuil-
leries; the court was too much absorbed in its own amuse-
ments and frivolities to observe the rising tide of the Third
Estate; Louis the XVI found out after it was too late that a
Mirabeau, a Murat, and a Robespierre lived. The Reign of
Terror came in the fullness of time. It has come again—not
to France alone, but to nearly the whole earth besides; the
horrors of the Gillotine have been multiplied many thou-
sands times on the plains of Poland, Serbia, Persia, Belgium,
and elsewhere.

This New Year means more than the funeral march of
the Old Year; it is our custom to wave a glad farewell to our
0Old Year friend, who has brought us so many happy hours
and blessings untold; we usually bid them adieu with a
shout—yes, with the ringing of bells, blowing of whistles,
and the sounding of chimes: a kind of a hallelujah chorus.
But it is not so this time; as the Old Year departs, he walks
over millions of new-made graves, millions of broken-
hearted, desolate widows—and almost numberless orphans:
the product of the Old Year. Then, this is not all—or the
worst of it—if such tragedy can admit of comparison: this
pathetic multitude of mourners look out into a future, and
see—nothing: all is dark—a burnt out char.

DOES that sound extravagant—overdrawn—inconsist-

a valley of tears,” etc. However, it is a good-

" with shame: this also means tha

" festivities.

Again, there is something else: we are t
the caption of this article: as the Old Year ste
is met by a pack of gaunt, hungry wolves,
are not so much in evidence here in our own
plenty; but they are swarming all over
Armenia, Serbia, and in many sections of
tries; the scourage is nation-wide. What
snapping wolves are they—prowling over s
tory? They are the fierciest of all: the Fa
are they confined to the zones of burstin
vultures of the air, dropping their des
is a great food producer; but from thi
is no more heard the song of the rea
Home. What does that mean? 1
world is limited. “We are facing
says a great daily. That means
they will starve, along with thei

are going to corner and reap
sources beyond the dreams of .
ture—they are doing it now.
yond the reach of our own milli
on a'few dollars a week. Wha
bring to us, just now—a few m
twelve—19177 A

We are sure, that instead
there is, oh, so much discord.
—think of them; they hold
dary sentiments even more |
will not know, they can ne
ment; the thought brings
the birthright of childhooq
heritage, the penalty is gre
ciety must pay it; all the 1
of this night? It finds mi
children than ever before
opened the avenues for all

Not only is this our
Doloroso, that is nearer the
pened, and is happening;
ably to await us. There i
we see no lowering of fo
rather a tightening up alon;
our future. When and 3
panecea for the ravages of
tiful daughters who will ne
cottage; the lovers and lo
trenches, unmarked, and un
dreams can never come true
can make glad—but they
ing. “O Gott, meine frau
German officer, as a French
his warm blood gushes out u
and his children were as
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father. Millions of humble homes have not been greeted
and made happy by Santa Claus fathers during this
Yuletide.

One thing is certain, the dear ones of our own beloved
“land should have deeper gratitude than ever before; a song
of praise ought to well up higher than ever before. Our
hearth is still bright and cheerful; in our windows, we may
still see the holly wreath, rather than the crepe upon the
door. Our little ones can see in this Yuletide the same joy-
ous, happy days as of yore. Never in life should there be
such devotion, piety, consecration—such service to the great
God of Nations, as now; He who has blest us in all things
pertaining to life and godliness. Neglect at this time would
be ingratitude to low and base to be even named among us.

Now as we are about to gird ourselves for another cycle-
journey, let the blowing of the whistles, and the ringing of
the bells, the cresendos of the chimes—be the clarion call to
us for a higher and holier manhood and womanhood; and
above all, more devoted service to the One who sees the suf-
ferings of a worm. Make the message of this chilly night
a mark for potential resolves, undying loyalty—and eternal
thanksgiving!

Good bye, old 1916; thou art snarled and hideous; thou
has split more blood than any of thy predecessors; thou hast
left behind fewer things for which to be glad that thou ever
came, than any before thee. Oh, if possible, we would like
to forget thee; reaching forward to the future, grasping
perhaps in the dark, but still hoping and trusting. Error
seems to be enthroned to-night ; but we press on, looking and
yearning for the onthronement of One, who, when He shall
have come, will cause sorrow and sighing to flee away for-
ever. The cry of the widow will be heard no more in the
land ; the piteous sob of the orphan will jar the earth’s har-
monies no more. We look for the coming of One, the touch
-of whose garments wil be for the healing of the nations; the

tread of whose step will make glad the pathway of sorrow.

Thank God, we expect Him.
Franklin, Ky.

A CALL TO CONSECRATION
BY REV. J. CLIFFORD BANHAM
“Who then is willing to consecrate his service this day
unto the Lord?” (1 Chron. 29:5.)
HIS was a great crisis in the religious history of Israel.
They were about to embark on the greatest religious
enterprise since the exodus. _All the preparations had
been made and all the materials had been collected for the
completing of the Temple; and all that was wanting now
was that human agents should be found, in order to trans-
form the ideal into the actual, to bring to a completion the
purpose and plan of long ago. It was then that the chal-
lenge of our text was uttered. Everything was ready for a
great advance, for a great movement, for a great enterprise.
“Who then is willing to consecrate his service this day unto
the Lord?”

Let us consider this as a personal call. I would not have
you for a moment think of anybody else. I would ask you to
address the challenge of the text, in the sight of God and
as from the lips of God, to your own heart and conscience:
Who is willing? Are you? Are you willing? Am I will-
ing? Is every one of us willing to consecrate our service
this day—and for the coming days—unto the Lord?

THE CHURCH IS HALTING
(1) First of all, I wish to base my appeal on the needs
of the present day—THE NEEDS OF THE CHURCH.—This is a
time of great opportunity; it should be a time of great ad-

~vance. But the Church is halting, things are not going for-.
ward as we should like to see them go forward. T suppose

that every one of us has been praying that this d

national need shotxld be a day of great spiritual

that there mlght be a great revival of prayer in

Oh, that there might be a great revival of family

in the homes of our people! Oh, that there might

turn to the. old-fashioned practice of Sabbath

ance! O, that there might be a return of the cus

worshipping God in his house! And yet fhe Chureﬁ

and reasons are soon found that seem to threaten the

ise of advance. In the first place, the Church is not u

Why? Because men are not united in a single aim

all their allegiance to the supreme sovereignty o

Christ. If men were fully consecrated to the service

Lord, there would be less talk and less thought of
The greatest need of the Church to-day is for

agents through whom the Divine resources of gra

power may flow. To supply the needs of

There is no failure with God. - God ‘is still

The reservoirs of grace are not empty. He is still

But what He needs is the human agent throug!

can work upon the world. It was this need—th

the human agent—that sent Jesus Christ into t

was God’s supreme appeal to a rebellious Wo

one only Son, and last of all He sent Him, s3

will reverence My Son.” God works through

and He wants them still, that the power of

may operate to supply human needs.

THE PATHWAY OF SELF-REL
(2) Ibase my appeal, in the s
fact that ALONG THE LINE OF CON
WAY OF SELF-REALIZATION.—In oth
found belief that a man is not ms
who is not consecrating that life
life that is not being spent in the
used to its fullest; the life that
is largely an undeveloped poten
portunity. You do not, I take
of your life should be hidden in
slothfulness, one day to be bro
pear that it has been largely
taken away. You want to invest
interest to the glory of\God an
God has a wonderful way o:
that we offer Him. I suppose
able man in the world than
seems to imply that at one
gaged about the Temple, but
religiously and socially. Hi
a man so unpatriotic as to s
er, to be engaged in the
the taxes. Here, surely,
coat Jew; a demoralized 1
at him, and saw what he
and saw what he might be!
hold of him on his daily
thew, the apostle and eva:

that D. L. Moody heard from
in this country that which ch
world has yet to see wha
crated man.” The words
“The preacher said a man.
intellectual man; I am not |
man; I am not that! He

I am a man. The world h:
with a consecrated man!

. know the result.
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years ago, in the gathering shadows of a summer evening,
there paced a young student who was facing out there in the
solitude, the claims of Christ upon his life. He went back
to his rooms a converted man. After a brilliant univer-
sity career he passed out to become an assistant-master in
one of our large public schools, where he left the impress
of his consecrated personality upon many young lives. After
awhile, there came a call from abroad: “Come over and
help us,” and he went. He joined the gallant band of mis-
sionaries that was just starting for the then almost unex-
plored regions of British East Africa. He went with them,
and, after a few years of strenuous toil, was called to his
eternal home. But such had been the effect of his life and
of his prodigious labors as translator, that his few years
of service were used of God in the sowing of the seed that
vielded a marvellous harvest. The story of Uganda and the
Revival there is the story of miracle; and there is no name
more honored in that story than the name of George Lau-
rence Pilkington, the young undergraduate who gave his
heart to God at Cambridge. The life consecrated to God is
a life charged with great possibilities.

Another undergraduate went to hear Moody preach in
the Guildhall, when he was conducting services there. He
was a bright, light-hearted man, and went simply out of
curiosity to hear the American evangelist. After he got
into the hall, arfd saw the burly speaker and heard the broad
American accent, he was much disappointed and wanted to
come out of the meeting. A man in the hall was called upon
to pray, and he prayed at such a length that at last Mr.
Moody’s patience was exhausted, and he said: “While our

friend is finishing his prayer, we will sing a hymn!” And -

the young student was arrested by a preacher whose meth-
ods were so fearlessly unconventional, and he thought a
preacher who would dare to do that must have a message.
So he stayed for the sermon, and gave his heart to God that
night. I supose, throughout Christendom, there is no name
more widely known and honored than the name of “Grenfell
of Labrador.” The consecrated life is the life chargedg:zith
possibilities. ‘“Who then is* willing to consecrate his sérvice
this day unto the Lord?”

(3) Lastly, I would base my appeal upon THE IMPERATIVE
CLAIMS OF JESUS CHRIST.—Because of what He is, and be-
cause of what He has done, Jesus Christ has a right to the
consecration of every life. We believe that Christ is “Lord.”
We have said so in our creed; have we said so in our heart?
Have we enthroned Him as “Lord” in our inmost being?
Have we laid upon his head the crown of a surrendered and
consecrated life because of what He has done for us? He
has a claim upon us: “Ye are not your own, ye are bought
with a price!” ‘“Who then is willing to consecrate his serv-
ice unto the Lord?”

I suppose nothing has moved us more in these days than
the magnificent response which has been made to the appeal
for men to serve their King and Country. My heart has
been warmed within me as I have read and seen what has
been happening. From the office, from the ploughshare,
from the mart, men have come, tens of thousands of our
best young manhood, in response to the national call. It has
been splendid! From our far-flung Dominions, from over
the sea, there has been a like response. Canada and Aus-
tralia, in addition to splendid gifts of food, are sending their
stalwart sons to the aid of the Old Country in-her hour of
need. From distant India, too, the response has been most
moving. Independent princes have laid their jewelled
crowns at the feet of their King Emperor, and from far-
distant India there has come a magnificent body of men anx-
ous to serve beside our own soldiers wherever our King may

send them.
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Up and down an avenue of elm-trees in Cambridge', some” -

It has all been splendid! Should the response.
claim of Christ be any less?—The Christian.

WAIT AND SEE
“I never let bairns or fools see my pictures until th
done,” said a Scotch artist to me once, quoting a
proverb of his countrymen. We are all but “ba
God’s sight, and we sadly play the fool in regard to his
dential dealings. As no artist is willing to have a Jjud
pronounced on painting or statue until the work is
pleted, so our heavenly Teacher bids us to possess ou
in patience. “What I do thou knowest not now,
shalt know hereafter.” We must wait and see. This
is but the preparatory school, in which character is
easel or under the chisel; exhibition-day. will come °
other world. :
God only lets us see his providences “in part,” an
we only see them as through a glass darkly. Why the pl
ant room in our house is turned into a hospital; why
coffin was carried like a spectre, up our stairway;
pillow in that empty erib is unpressed to-day; why that
come on which so many hungry mouths depende :
up; why this and that staff was broken—our poo
aching hearts cannot understand.
God keeps his own secrets; all the answer
safes now is, “All things work together for
that love me.” Impatient and rebellious as we
we cannot displace God’s hand from the canvas.
help for us but to wait until the picture is com
of the colors He is laying into our lives are
bre, but by and by, in the revealing light |
they may be only a background on which
sive trust and victorious strength will stan
golden glory. Let us wait and see.
It is not from the assaults of open in
skeptical pages of the Renans or Strau
the hardest strain on our faith cometh.
mysterious permission of Providence th
in danger of making shipwreck of Faith.
cowards in the dark, but like fools, we d
will ever again be daylight. At such times
to bring in the lamp of that blessed pas
“Weeping may endure for a night, but
morning.” The original Hebrew is sti
literally reads: “In the night time sorr
the day-dawn cometh shouting.”
A great deal of our work in this
Weary with rowing, we even get frigh
tion of the Master, and cry out, “It i
reveals Himself in the words, “It is I,
not afraid.” The history of every disc
of every enterprise of benevolence,
form, of almost every revival, is the h
ing, waiting and watching through
ment. . . . The lesson for every
tor, every teacher, and every sorely tri
these heaven,taught words: “I wait f
his word do I hope; my soul waiteth for
they that watch for the morning.”—Dr.

The greatest foes of Missions are pre.i;,,
ence, and ignorance is the mother of the

Are you careless about the second comin
many are! They live like the men of
of Noah’s day. They eat and drink, anc
and marry and are given in marriage,
Christ were never going to return. If
I say to you this day: Take care—Bis
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WEEKLY TEXT
“My flesh and my heart faileth: but God 13 the
strength of my hea/rt and my portion forever.” Ps.
78:26. ¢4 #

THE DAILY CROSS

“Charge not thyself with the weight of a year,
Child of the Master, faithful and dear;
Choose not the cross for the coming week,
For that is more than He bids thee seek;
Bend not thine arms for to-morrow’s load,
Thou mayest leave that to thy Saviour God;

“. ‘Daily only’ He saith to thee,
‘Take up thy cross and follow Me.

9

A NEW YEAR’S MESSAGE

How vital to begin the New Year with renewed energy
and intensified determination. What can be of more im-
portance than efficiency. A. B. Simpson in the Alliance
Weekly gives an article on steps leading to efficiency “in
Christian life and service from which we quote, knowing
that it will be a blessing to our readers:

Christianity is a paradox. ‘On the one hand, it takes us
down to the deepest depths of self-abasement, and on the
other, it lifts us up to the very heights of glorious achieve-
ment and victorious- power. Such seeming contradictions
as the following are not to be found in the literature of
classic or heathen nations. “Sorrowful, yet always rejoic-
ing; poor, yet making many rich; having nothing, and yet

* possessing all things;” and yet this is the very essence of the
Gospel of Christ. It starts with us at nothing, and it leaves
us with the mighty promise, “All things are yours; whether
life; or death; or things present; or things to come; all are
yours, for ye are Christ’s and Christ is God’s.

Our text brings out the striking points of some. of these
paradoxes. They may be expressed in three words, "insuf-
ficiency, all-sufficiency, and efficiency. ;

1. INSUFFICIENCY
In all his works God loves to begin at nothing. So He
‘began in creation, and so He always begins in the spiritual
life. Humility is the true starting point of exaltation and
- spiritual progress.
- “The bird that soars on high w}ng,
Builds on the ground its lowest n
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'ithe loftiest sainthood most deeply bows its humbled’

head. This is contrary to all the world’s phxlosonky
will tell you to make the best of yourself, think well
self, look out for number one. But the heavenfr e
tirely different and opposite to all this. “Before

humility.” “He that humbleth himself shall be
“It is no more I, but Christ that liveth in me % “It
I, but the grace of God which was with me.” Thes
testimonies of the best of men, and even the Master:
trod the same pathway of self-renunciation. Al
ing in the form of God, he emptied himself, and m:
self of no reputation, and took upon him the form
vant.” “Wherefore God also hath highly exalted
given him a name that is above every name.” It i lB
thing to know that we are nothing, and, at the sai
not be discouraged by it. The very fact that’yo )
appointed when you fail in some of your h.igh
shows that you expected something from yo!
humility knows its nothingness and is not
the discovery and revelation of it. It. has (
credited its professions and promises, and epl B
“I know that in me, that is in my ﬂesh there
good thing.”

God is ever working in the processes
bring us to a state of annihilation where
ready for his grace by self-effacement.
cesses to bring us to this condition.
failure of our own resolutions. He le
gle in our own strength to find out h
and, when we have thoroughly learn
us up and “upholds us with the
ness.””

The ministry of failure has a
economy. God has to let some
out how truly lost they are, |
plunged in to rescue a dro
sink long enough to cease his
efforts of his rescuer. i

Temptation is another of
veals us to ourselves. When |
how little worth we are, notwi
and in humiliation and def
stronger arm, and go forth,
in triumph” by the Ca

Pain, trial, and afflicti
istry of spiritual reduction.
sunshine and found it easy
around, break down unde
how much harder it is
jury, opposition, sickness,

These are all God’s
while “no chastening fo
ous; nevertheless, a
of righteousness to them

You will notice that t
cial reference to his in
ions. “We are not su
selves.” It is the vain
we find it so hard to slay
ions and the conﬂdenea
judgment, not lgnoﬁng
judgment, but submitti
first to the Holy Spint,
first, and holding all our
higher teaching and lea
yield their thoughts i
controversy an more Hﬁw.- ‘

God to-day.

In the old da,ys of N

tions of the city were
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ters; that is, poor families' that had settled down on the
land, built their little cabins, and lived for years without
being disturbed. But, as the city grew, these sections became
extremely valuable as building sites, and the old settlers be-
gan to be disturbed. Wealthy millionaires purchased the
corner lots that had long been occupied by the wooden hut
and the cow stable, and notice was served that the squat-
ter must move out. The millionaire did not want his old
house; the only use it could be put to was old firewood. It
was the site that he wanted; the building itself was worth-
less, And so all that you would have seen for a time would
have been a moving family, a thrown-down wreck, a great
pile of rubbish, a squad of excavators digging up the old
land and blasting the rocks—in short, a scene of desolation
and destruction, rather than construction and improvement.
The poor old settler, 'if he had come around to look at the
ruin, would have gazed with tears of sorrow upon the fear-
ful wreck that had obliterated all the traces of his long-
loved home. But had he gone back a few months later, he
would have seen a splendid residence standing on the site of
his miserable old cabin, and he would have understood bet-
ter the meaning of that apparent wreck, but real trans-
formation.

So God to-day is preparing the foundations of those
spiritual houses of holy character which are to form the
walls and mansions of the new Jerusalem. He does not
want our old erections any more than the millionaire wants
the old cow stable and board cabin of the squatter. His
only use for these is to demolish them and to bring us to the
end of our own righteousness. It is the site He wants. It
is our life, with its infinite and eternal possibilities that He
asks us to surrender to Him; and when He gets it, his first
work is to clear the ground of all its encumbrances, and
then to dig deep the eternal foundations and build the whole
edifice from the beginning. This is the reason why He re-
quires of us the deep and utter processes of spiritual cruci-
fixion and self-renunciation.
ing is so high and holy, that_no single part of our old self-
righteousness can be utilized in it. The materials are all
divine, and He must be the Author and Finsher of our
Faith. Shall we give Him the site, and clear the way for
his glorious work, and write upon self and all its belong-
ings, “I am not sufficient even to think anything as of my-
self, but my sufficiency is of God?”’

II. ALL-SUFFICIENCY

Having learned the first lesson, we must now move on to
the higher one. Our life is more than a negation. There is
no good in simply giving up our own thoughts unless we get
something better instead. Therefore, we must pass on from
our nothingness to his fulness. The word sufficient in this
passage is quite suggestive in the original Greek. The word
.is employed in the seventeenth chapter of Actsin a remark-
able passage, where it is said that “they-took security of
Jason.” That is, Jason had to go upon a bond for the apos-
tles, guaranteeing for them that they would not disturb the
peace of Ephesus.

This is still a familiar legal form. The idea is that God
goes security for us and guarantees our holiness and right-
eousness. Our promises count for nothing, but Jesus Christ

is the Surety of all our covenants, and God looks to Him,

not us, for their fulfillment. So we must look to Him, and
not to ourselves, to be our sufficiency for the fulfillment of
our consecration and the working out of all our purposes
and promises.
1. EFFICIENCY

The result of all this will be a condition of spiritual and
practical efficiency in every department of our Christian
life 7and our various relationships and duties. “God has
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- bring back the flag?” and the answer

The house that He is build- -

- your congregation.

made us able ministers of the New T
While from the standpoint of our merit :::-amm&
from the standpoint of his all-sufficiency we may
efficient. There is a self-depreciation which isn
If we claim the promise of Christ’s grace, we
shrink from any place of trust or duty to w
us. This is not vanity or self-sufficiency: it is
When Elijah had received “the double portio;
true faith for him to command the waters of
vide. When Ruth had learned of her rights un
rate law, she would have been at fault if she 2
to claim them. It was not immodest, but'~ifg was
coming for her to take her place at the feet of B
pect him to vindicate her trust, and most g
vindicate it. When Daniel's God was challen
right that he should meet that challenge and
heaven the interposition of the Almighty to save
brethren and to glorify the name of God in
heathen. If we take our place in self-renun
not fail to take our place also with Jesus on:
victorious faith. i
He will not fail us, but, like the grave con
had seen the courageous ensign step forth
with the flag of his country, while all the :
and failed to march up to him, and he wa
regiment to the colors!” S
God will never fail us when we
honor Him. May He teach us the dif
sufficiency and courageous faith
glorify Him by taking all He has
all He claims from us, for, as Da:
thine own, O Lord, that we have gi
come of thee.”
Business men will tell you
difficult to find efficient men an
highest place of trust and respo
second-class men, but “there
and efficient people are exceeding
Christian work. Let somebody b
is specially used by God in th
everyone gathers around such
hers is crowded with claims for
should we not be all equally at
and equally ready and willing
ministeries, the ministry o;
each one of us, “I have chosen
very purpose, that whatsoev
my name, ye may receive it?”
our prayers answered. An
power and efficiency. Why d
And so of every place to wh
or sacred duty, He expects us
make us efficient, and we |
ing examples of his all-su
is obliged to testify to God’s
of us as of the apostle of old,
Shall we, ds we enter. up
the lowest and highest place,
dust with the sense of our n
the fullness of our Lord and |
to give to the world the riche
sufficient grace. :

“Glory Songs,” the new
Benson, ismow ready, in both-
for a sample of this book.
are sure when you have seen
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y there we saw the Mataco Indians. . Misd May
lady missionary from Pennsylvania, was
and husband was alone. I went to one doo
said, “We have the Bible,” and sure it was
- also a hymn book. . I was invited in. I signalled
a Spanish family who had accepted the gospel.
REMINISCENCES some of the Indian language. They were §
- BY LULA H. FERGUSON hold a service that afternoon. We went on fro
N April, 1915, I gave up the work I had with Bro. Pen- door and when we found interested hearts i
zotti. This was our only visible means of support. I felt the meeting. Some Chriguano Indians were
*® clear to give it up, and my husband was anxious to press ~ had been converted and others were seeking t
out into the more neglected, shall I say—no, more isolated ~ way. Oh, what je§ to give the truth to those \
places. So we went towards the north of the Argentine in not. We returfied to Ledesma to pass the nij
Bible, colportage work. We were given the Bibles, Testa- morning started towards home, worked anothe
ments, and gospels by the agent, Rev. F. G. Penzotti, and to the train, on our way stopped at San P
he also allowed us a commission of 50 per cent. Of course, Bros. (English) have immense sugar planta
if we did not sell any books we did not get anything ma- dreds of Indians come down there every
terially. sugar cane. I saw them loading the Indiar
The gospel message burned on my heart so that I was These cars were used for stock. How one’s
glad to go from door to door, giving feet to the blessed see these poor human beings treated as
Word of God. Many times we found people hungry for Spirit-filled children of God are not moved
God’s Word, but without money, and we always left a por- dition, what hope is there of their ever
tion of the Word with them. Many times we have taken Mr. John Linton (English) has a
eggs, figs, and grapes in exchange for Testaments and gos- among the Indians. Many of them seer
pels, and have taken cabbage, beans, and potatoes, etc., for .- the gospel. They have meetings abou
others. Thus we were permitted to put God’s Word into out from their work. We were in
the hands of -hundreds who otherwise would not have it was something like one hundred
Tucuman is in the tropics, a city of 100,000 people, a their testimonies in their own la
great sugar section. The Plymouth Brethren from England stand their language, but many
had a work there of some fifteen years standing. The Lord @ their faces. Praise God. We
allowed us to “help” the M. E. people open work there unm a home, happy to have had I
J. H. Wenberg and wife. We were permitted to do'miich - of an éh-nal home, worn in be
witnessing theweefor ourding, and to placdHis E(Orﬂ.inﬁi’. ~ha DI e of being a ps
hands of many who knew not Jesus. Some one else will * ligh" ¢ ngs. Ps. 68
reap, but it is blessed to know that “both he that soweth - 3 f
and he that'reapeth may rejoice together,” John 4:36. We ond class, also house rent. Th
had always desired to visit the north and see conditions to be paid, and we did not haw
there among the Indians. So we went from Tucuman to from whence it was coming.
* Jujuy, where I remained most of the time. Mr. Ferguson prayer, and I was pleading
continued the house-to-house work in surrounding towns.... lieveth on him shall not be &
even into Bolivia. One morning a young lady and I were was the postman, with
out in Jujuy (a town of 10,000 population) in house-to- . in the letter was a New :
house work. “We knocked at a door within half a block of than covered the rent. We
the Romish femple; a girl came to the door and invited us  at that time. We had a
in. In a few minutes the lady came in and asked what we proven Himself to be Ji
were offering. We told her the Bible. She said, “I was Gen. 22:14.)
justsaying a few days ago, I wish I knew where I could get We again turned
a Bible.” She bought it at once. “OTHER SHEEP I have, much worn in body,
which arenot . . .; THEM also I must bring.” John10: prayer, husband was o
16. How I do praise God for the privilege of giving it to much free literature, sca
the “Other sheep.” We made a trip out to Ledesma, a sugar of the hard times. - Wh
mill, where many Indians come from Bolivia to work. At after our evening meal,
one town we came in touch with the Mataco Indians, who' is no need to pray, your
were naked to their waists, live in huts of straw with one - I arose immediately
hole to go in and out. They do not know a word of Span- next day the money
ish. The scriptures have not yet been put into their lan-  more than covered hou
guage. ‘ 5 - offered the use of Bro.
The Chiriguano Indians also corhe to these towns. When family went to a countr;
we reached Ledesma we inquired for a believer there, who this work, and truly the
was the second superintendent ef the sugar mill. After faithful our Lord is
waiting & while the gentleman came and invited us to his ple was much discol
house. We gladly accepted his invitation. That night Mr. _ 21:4-9, !
Ferguson went with this gentleman to get permission to As Moses led the peop!
_ sell in Ledesma, but he was flatly refused. We did notknow  many times they murm
"h,‘t the Lord had for us, but we knew Romans 8:28 was  times became disco
fue. Sonext morning this gentleman offered us his “tilby”  same true to-day with
(two wheel cart) and horse. We drove across the country:  way seems hard we
Ledesma to Calilegua, a neglected village. It was ° the road will seem

*
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January 4, 1917 LIVING
way.” He gives us the privilege of having part in “ﬁlhng
up the residue of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh in be-
half of his body, which is the Church:” Col. 1:24.

We have been here in Lujan nine months. The Lord has
worked in many hearts and souls have passed from death
to life. The sick have been healed in answer to prayer.

James 5:15. To God be all the glory.
Calle Lavalle 1467, Buenos Aires, Argentine.
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Living Water is 75 cts. a year.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO CARRY A BLESSING INTO
THE HOMES OF YOUR FRIENDS?

One of the best ways to do this is by giving them some-
thing good to read. The weekly visits of Living Water will
solve this problem. We receive letters of appreciation from
all over the United States. Quotations follow: “Living
Water has been a great blessing in our home, as we get so
much soul food from it.” “I don’t know what I would do
if I didn’t get Living Water.”

The regular subscription price of the paper is 75 cents
a year, but we are making a special price of 50 cents a year
in clubs of five or more. Will you not get us up a club of
five, thus helping circulate this channel of blessing?

The Georgia District Assembly has just been held with
General Superintendent J. W. Goodwin presiding. Bro.
Goodwin is an excellent presiding officer and a very fine
preacher. ‘Our people are much pleased with him. We are
holding a few days revival in the Nazarehe Church here in
Donalsonville, Ga., with Bro. Goodwin in charge. Small
crowds,” but some interest. The college will be dedicated
next Sunday at 3 o’clock. We expect a great time.

C. H. LANCASTOR, Pastor.

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

The Shingler Holiness College, of Donalsonville, Ga.,
opens again after our present holiday vacation, on Tuesday,
January 2, 1917. - Therefore we desire to interest you in
coming to us at that time.

Our faculty will do their best to help you in every way,
and we believe that you will be greatly profited by enrolling
as a student here for the remainder of the year.

Not only will the class work be a pleasure and help to
you, but the ‘social life of the school will be spiritual and
uplifting.

At this time we are making a special offer to all prospec-
tive students. Beginning Tuesday, January 2, 1917, we of-
fer twenty-one weeks tuition and board for the small sum
of $60.00

Or beginning Tuesday, January 23, 1917 we offer exgh-
teen weeks tuition and board for only $60.00. Each stu-
dent taking advantage of these special rates will be required
to work one hour each day, and a half day on each Monday.

C. H. LANCASTER, Business Manager.

INDIANAPOLIS YOUNG MEN’S HOLINESS LEAGUE.

We are much encouraged with the outlook for splendid
victory in our new mission at 152 East Court Street, where
ful salvation services are held every mght and Sunday at

2:30 o’clock. .
It is a very needy field, right in the heart of the city, sur-

" rounded by many.saloons, with no other mission or church

%

WATER

in the neighborhood. - The room is heated
_well ventilated. Our plan is to mnke ita
“around mission.

* Leaders and organists ave appointed :
nights of the week, whose duty it is to bring
and have a live meeting on their night that will
unconverted.

For the most part we will hold aervi
local workers, but we will have special evan
occasionally. Evangelists who are passing
city and have an open date are requested to v

R A. MOCANN.
62 The Ardmore, Indian _"yf

e
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I am glad to have another opportunity of n
nual report to Living Water. I have been a r
and subscriber of this paper since Novemt
am still in love with it, as it has been such
blessing to me in so many ways. I have
3,000 miles this year, have made about
tried to preach 178 times in Mississip|
Florida. I do not know how many have be
tified through my labors, but I do know
me in revival work this year, and :
been able to bring at least some f
from the power of Satan unto
forgiveness of sins and an inheritan
sanctified by faith that is in me.
of sickness in our home I have
evangelistic work, having been
tober to the bedside of my wif
crippled, and later I was stric
s now I am praising” God for
request the prayers of all wh
swers to your prayers to pi
I enter again the great field
that I may be God’s man in
in God's way. ~
Crestview, Fla,

REQUESI‘S
Pray for the salvation

A sister in Virginia
livered from a serious ne
may be saved and resto

od al

It will be a perm
or wherever placed.
We have them in
YOU CANNOT MAKE |




 time for his ministry came.
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P. R. NUGENT, RICHMOND, VA

LESSON. FOR JANUARY 14, 1917

JOHN THE BAPTIST AND JESUS
JOHN 1:19-34

.+ *  GOLDEN TEXT: “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh
*' away the sin of the world.” - Jno. 1 :29.

God sent John to be a witness (v.7) and finally the time

© . came for him to fulfil that office. The call for his testimony= =

was also.a test as to whether he would be a faithful and

_ true witness.. He was having a successful ministry in

preaching and it was, of course, an opportunity for Satan
to tempt him to exalt himself instead of Christ. The first
question, “Who art thou 27 gave him an opportunity to “con- £
fess and deny not”—to gonfess what he was not, and then
“what he was; to deny being what he was not, for he denied
being the Messiah (or Christ) ; and he also denied being
Elijah or “that prophet.” The expectation about Elijah
“(“Elias,” v. 21, is the Greek form of Elijah), was based on
Mat. 4:5. They supposed it meant thg& the same man Elijah
was to return to this life. “John’s ministry was similar to
Elijah’s, hence Jesus said later on that Elijah had come
(Mat. 11:14; 17:12), but that was, of course, not the same
as John being Elijah himself. The ministry was the same,
the man was different.

“That prophet,” was an expression based apparently on
Deut. 18:15. The Jews seem to have regarded this as being
some other prophet thap thie Messiah, though it seems fc .
clearly apply ifn.” Thus three times John set aside temp-
tation to claim to be what he was not, which is more than
some modern people have done for ther have been several
Elijah’s, and false Christs, too, within recent years.

The point with John was that he knew what he was not,
and clearly withstood false claims, because he thoroughly
knew what he was. He had learned his lesson well when the
He was so thoroughly taken
up with his message that he loses sight of himself in con-
sidering his message from God, “I am the voice of one cry-
ing, etc.” He knew, then, that he was acting as a voice, for
God and the duty of a voice is to give forth sounds in a
strong, clear, distinct way, for the person who owns the
voice. This was John’s first information as to what he was.

From this it followed that he was a preparer, or forerun-
ner, for some important person. In that region, when some

great person was coming fcheroa& was prepared by levelling

and removing obstacles, and John was performing that of-
fice for Christ (Isa. 40:2, 3) by getting people to turn from
gin, Tor a person cannot accept Chirst as a Savior and yet
hold on to known sin. Repentance must come before faith
—John before Jesus.

This clear knowledge of who he was was the basis of

" humility. - His very business was to call attention to One
* greater than he and this fact so possessed him that he de-

_ clared himself unworthy to perform the most lowly service
for Jesus (27). If John realized his own greatness at all

e lost sight of it in seeing the far superior greatness of

lh‘s Lord who was “preferred before” him. This intelligent
umility should characterize every witness for Christ. We
jould call atteption to Him, not to ourselves.

The next day John’s testimony became definite and per-
As Jesus approached John said, “Behold the Lamb
, Which taketh.away the sin of the world.” In other
“There is the man'you are expecting.” And it is to

LIVING WATER
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be noticed that John testifies to Jesus as Lamb first. No
doubt the generality of the people paid far more attention
to the kingly character of the Messiah than to the lamb-
like. Hence, the need of having the latter emphasized to
them. - Then, too, his first coming was particularly to fulfil -
(by his unresisting 1ife and sacrificial death) the lamblike
phase of his charcter. So, asthat was God’s first purpose,
it was also John’s first testimony and one clearly calenlated
to attract those ‘who truly’ Wanted salvation more than the
glory of an earthly kingdom, ¥ Ve
Lambs were especially prominent.in the Jewish sacri-
fices. 'This was true not only of the special feasts, but also .
of the-daily sacrifices. - All these lambs were chosen by men
and might have been called the lambg®of men though men
acted by God’s directions in getting them. This Lamb, ,
chosen by God, was preéminently the Lamb of God. Dean
Alford’s note on the passage connects it particula.rlj' with
Isa. 23—the Lamb having a-definite meaning, namely, the ¢
one definitely prophesied by Isaiah. :‘“Sin,” here may be
used in a general sense—all sin and its guilt; or indwelliné
sin, or the sin of unbelief. The first meaning would re
include the last two. “Of the world;” may mean belor
to the world and not to wicked spirits especially.  Now,
worldly sin is removed through faith. The indivit
saved on the ground of Christ’s death. Finally, all it
tent sinners will be removed and righteousness will
on earth (2 Pet. 3:13; Mat. 13:41, 42) and “th
world” will be gone from the world and from th
John’s not knowing Jesus evidently refe
Messiahship. He was ignorant that Jesus was
though the Lord was his cousin:acording f
1:36). b2
Further testimony is in vs.#82, 33. -
the Messiah  (anointed-One) by seeing
emphatic word is, “remaining.” Final
son is (1) to the fact'that Jesus is the
Spirit, and (2) is the Son of God. The
over twenty points descriptive of Jesus.
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