
A  LETTER

TO

THE REVEREND MR. ELEURY,

Ilahour fo r  peace: B ut when I speak thereof^ they make themselves ready for 
battle. Psalm cxx. 7.

R ev eren d  S i r ,

1. I n J u n e ,  1 7 6 9 , I  s p e n t  tw o  o r  t h r e e  d a y s  a t  W a te r f o r d .  
As soon a s  ra y  b a c k  w a s  t u r n e d ,  y o u  v a l i a n t ly  a t t a c k e d  m e , I  
suppose b o th  m o r n in g  a n d  a f te r n o o n .  H e a r i n g ,  w h e n  I  w as 
there , tw o  o r  t h r e e  w e e k s  a g o , t h a t  y o u  d e s ig n e d  m e  th e  s a m e  
favour, I  w a ite d  u p o n  y o u  a t  t h e  C a th e d r a l ,  o n  S u n d a y ,  A p r i l  
28. Y o u  w a s  a s  g o o d  a s  y o u r  w o r d : Y o u  d re w  t h e  sw o rd , 
and, in  e ffee t, th r e w  a w a y  th e  s c a b b a r d .  Y o u  m a d e  a  f u r io u s  
attack  o n  a  la r g e  b o d y  o f  p e o p le , o f  w h o m  y o u  k n e w  j u s t

'  no th ing . B l in d  a n d  b o ld , y o u  la id  a b o u t  y o u  w i th o u t  f e a r  o r  

wit, w ith o u t  a n y  r e g a r d  e i t h e r  t o  t r u t h ,  j u s t i c e ,  o r  m e r c y .  A n d  
I thus y o u  e n te r ta in e d ,  b o th  m o r n in g  a n d  e v e n in g ,  a  la r g e  c o n -  
I  gregation  w h o  c a m e  to  h e a r  “  t h e  w o rd s  o f  e t e r n a l  l if e .”

2. N o t  h a v in g  le i s u r e  m y se lf ,  I  d e s i r e d  M r .  B o u r k e  to  w a i t  
I upon y o u  t h e  n e x t  m o r n in g .  H e  p ro p o s e d  o u r  w r i t in g  t o  e a c h

other. Y o u  s a id ,  “  N o ; i f  a n y th in g  c a n  b e  s a id  a g a in s t  m y  
Serm ons, I  e x p e c t  i t  s h a l l  b e  p r i n t e d : L e t  i t  b e  d o n e  in  a  
public, n o t  a  p r iv a te  w a y .”  I  d id  n o t  d e s i r e  t h i s ; I  h a d  m u c h  
rather i t  h a d  b e e n  d o n e  p r iv a te ly .  B u t  s in c e  y o u  w ill h a v e  i t  
so, I  s u b m it .

3. Y o u r  t e x t  w a s , “  I  k n o w  th is ,  t h a t  a f t e r  m y  d e p a r t u r e  
f, shall g r ie v o u s  w o lv es e n te r  i n  a m o n g  y o u , n o t  s p a r in g  t h e  f lo ck .
* Also o f  y o u r  o w n  se lv e s  s h a l l  m e n  a r is e ,  s p e a k in g  p e rv e rs e  
 ̂ th ings, to  d ra w  a w a y  d is c ip le s  a f te r  t h e m .”  (A c ts  x x . 2 9 , 3 0 .)

H aving sh o w n  t h a t  S t .  P a u l  fo re saw  th e s e  fa ls e  t e a c h e r s ,  y o u  
u n d e rtak e  to  sh o w , (1 .) T h e  m is c h ie fs  w h ic h  th e y  o c c a s io n e d ,
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(2 .) T h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  th e to ,  a n d  h o w  n e a r ly  t h i s  c o n c e rn s  a  set 
o f  m e n  c a l le d  M e th o d is t s .  {First Sermon, p p . 1 - 4 . )

4 . A g a in s t  th e s e  fa ls e  te a c h e r s ,  y o u  o b se rv e , S t .  P a u l  warned 
t h e  C o r in th ia n s ,  G a la t i a n s ,  C o lo s s ia n s ,  a n d  H e b re w s . (Pages 
5 - 8 . )  V e r y  t i 'u e ;  b u t  w h a t  i s  t h i s  to  t h e  p o i n t ?  0 ,  much 
m o re  t h a n  s o m e  a r e  a w a re  o f . T h is  in s in u a t io n  w a s , a ll along, 
j u s t  a s  i f  y o u  h a d  s a id ,  “  I  b e se e c h  y o u , m y  d e a r  h e a r e r s ,  mark 
th e  t i t l e s  h e  g iv e s  to  th e s e  g r ie v o u s  w o lv es , fa ls e  apostles, 
d e c e it f u l  w o rk e r s ,  a n d  a p p ly  t h e m  to  th e  M e th o d is t  Teachers. 
T h e r e  I  g iv e  t h e m  a  d e a d ly  t h r u s t . ”

5 . “ T h e s e  a re  w e ll s ty le d  b y  C h r i s t ,  ‘ r a v e n in g  w olves;’ 
b y  S t .  P a u l ,  ‘ g r ie v o u s  w o lv e s ,’ f ro m  t h e  m is c h ie f s  th ey  do, 
r e n d in g  th e  C h u r c h  o f  C h r i s t ,  a n d  p e r v e r t in g  th e  t r u e  sense of 
t h e  g o sp e l, fo r  t h e i r  o w n  p r iv a te  e n d s .  T h e y  ev er did, 
a n d  to  t h i s  d a y  d o , p r e te n d  to  e x t r a o r d in a r y  in sp ira tio n .”

( P a g e s . )  _ , M,
R o u n d  a s s e r t i o n s ! L e t  u s  c o n s id e r  th e m  o n e  b y  o n e : (1.) 

“  T h e s e  a r e  s ty le d  b y  C h r i s t  ‘ r a v e n in g  w o lv e s ; ’ b y  S t . Paul, 
‘ g r ie v o u s  w o lv e s .’ ”  T r u e ; b u t  h o w  d o e s  i t  a p p ea r that 
th e s e  n a m e s  a r e  a p p lic a b le  t o  t h e  M e th o d is t s ?  W h y , they 
“  re n d  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  C h r i s t . ”  W h a t  is  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  Christ? 
A c c o rd in g  to  o u r  A r t i c l e ,  a  C h u r c h  is  “  a  c o m p a n y  o f  faithful 
p e o p le ,”  o f  t r u e  b e l ie v e r s ,  w h o  h a v e  “  t h e  m in d  t h a t  was in 
C h r i s t , ”  a n d  “ w a lk  a s  C h r i s t  w a lk e d .”  W h o  th e n  are the 
C h u r c h  o f  C h r i s t  i n  W a t e r f o r d ?  P o i n t  t h e m  o u t .  S ir ,  if  yon 
k n o w  t h e m ; a n d  th e n  b e  p le a s e d  to  sh o w  h o w  th e  M ethodists 
r e n d  t h i s  C h u r c h  o f  C h r i s t .  Y o u  m a y  a s  j u s t ly  say  they 
r e n d  th e  w a lls  o r  t h e  s te e p le  o f  th e  c a th e d r a l  c h u rc h .  “ How­
e v e r , t h e y  p e r v e r t  t h e  t r u e  s e n s e  o f  t h e  g o sp e l,  fo r  th e ir  own 
p r iv a te  e n d s .”  W h e r e in  d o  th e y  p e r v e r t  t h e  t r u e  sen se  of the 
g o sp e l ? I  h a v e  p u b l is h e d  N o te s  b o th  o n  t h e  G o sp e ls  and the 
o th e r  S c r ip tu r e s .  B u t  w h e r e in  d o  th o s e  N o te s  p e rv ert the 
s e n s e ?  N o n e  h a s  y e t  a t t e m p t e d  to  sh o w . B u t  fo r what 
p r iv a te  e n d s  s h o u ld  I  p e r v e r t  i t ?  F o r  e a s e  o r  h o n o u r ?  Then 
I  s h o u ld  b e  s a d ly  d is a p p o in te d .  O r  f o r  m o n e y  ? T h is  is the 
s i l l i e s t  t a l e  o f  a ll .  Y o u  m a y  e a s ily  k n o w , i f  y o u  a re  willing 
to  k n o w  i t ,  t h a t  I  d id  n o t  le a v e  W a te r f o r d  w ith o u t  being 
so m e  p o u n d s  l ig h t e r  t h a n  I  w 'as w h e n  I  c a m e  th i th e r .

6 . “  B u t  t h e y  p r e te n d  t o  e x t r a o r d in a r y  in s p i r a t io n .”  They 
d o  n o t : T h e y  e x p re s s ly  d is c la im  i t i  I  h a v e  d e c la re d  an hun­
d r e d  t im e s ,  I  s u p p o s e  t e n  t im e s  i n  p r i n t ,  t h a t  I  p re te n d  to no 
o t h e r  i n s p i r a t i o n  t h a n  t h a t  w h ic h  is  c o m m o n  to  a ll  re a l Chris-
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tians, w i th o u t  w h ic h  n o  o n e  c a n  h e  a  C h r i s t ia n  a t  a ll .  “  T h e y  
denounce h e ll  a n d  d a m n a t io n  t o  a ll  t h a t  r e je c t  t h e i r  p r e te n c e s .”  
(Page 9.) T h is  is  a n o th e r  c h a r g e  ; h u t  i t  is  a s  g ro u n d le s s  as 
the f o r m e r ; i t  is  w i th o u t  a l l  s h a d o w  o f  t r u t h .  Y o u  m a y  a s 
well say , T h e  M e th o d is t s  d e n o u n c e  h e l l  a n d  d a m n a t io n  to  a ll 
that r e je c t  M a h o m e ta n i s m .  A s  g r o u n d le s s ,  a s  s e n se le s s ly , 
sham elessly  fa ls e ,  i s  t h e  a s s e r t io n  f o l lo w in g : “  T o  r e je c t  t h e i r  
ecstasies a n d  f a n a t ic  p r e te n c e s  to  r e v e la t io n  is  c r ie d  u p  a s  a  
crime o f  t h e  b la c k e s t  d y e .”  I t  c a n n o t  b e ,  t h a t  w e s h o u ld  
count i t  a  c r im e  to  r e je c t  w h a t  w e  d o  n o t  p r e te n d  to  a t  a ll . 
But I  p r e te n d  to  n o  e c s ta s ie s  o f  a n y  k in d ,  n o r  to  a n y  o th e r  
kind o f  r e v e la t io n  t h a n  y o u  y o u r s e lf ,  y e a ,  a n d  e v e ry  C h r i s t ia n  
enjoys, u n le s s  h e  is  “  w i th o u t  G o d  in  t h e  w o r ld .”

7. “ T h e s e  g r ie v o u s  w o lv e s  p r e te n d e d  to  g r e a t e r  m o r t i f ic a ­
tion a n d  s e l f -d e n ia l  t h a n  th e  A p o s tle s  th e m s e lv e s .”  ( P a g e  11 .) 
This d isc o v e ry  is  s p ic k  a n d  s p a n  n e w  : I  n e v e r  h e a r d  o f  i t  
before. B u t  p ra y . S i r ,  w h e re  d id  y o u  fin d  i t  ? I  t h in k ,  n o t  in  
the c a n o n ic a l  S c r ip tu r e s .  I  d o u b t  y o u  h a d  i t  f ro m  so m e  
iipocryphal w r i t e r .  “  T h u s  a ls o  d o  th e  m o d e r n  fa ls e  t e a c h e r s .”  
1 know n o t  a n y  t h a t  d o . I n d e e d  I  h a v e  r e a d  o f  s o m e  s u c h  
among th e  M a h o m e ta n  D e rv is e s ,  a n d  a m o n g  t h e  I n d i a n  B r a h ­
mins. B u t  I  d o u b t  w h e th e r  a n y  o f  th e s e  o u t la n d i s h  c r e a ­
tures h a v e  b e e n  y e t  im p o r te d  in to  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  o r  I r e l a n d .

8. “  T h e y  p r e te n d  to  k n o w  th e  m in d  o f  C h r i s t  b e t t e r  t h a n  
his A p o s tle s .”  ( P a g e  1 3 .)  C e r ta in ly  t h e  M e th o d is t s  d o  n o t : 
This is a n o th e r  sa d  m is ta k e ,  n o t  to  s a y  s la n d e r .  “  H o w e v e r ,  
better t h a n  th e i r  s u c c e s s o rs  d o .”  T h a t  is  a n o th e r  q u e s t io n .  
If  you r a n k  y o u r s e l f  a m o n g  t h e i r  s u c c e s s o r s ,  a s  u n d o u b te d ly  
you do , I  w ill n o t  d e n y  t h a t  so m e  o f  th e s e  p o o r ,  d esp isee l 
people, t h o u g h  n o t  a c t i n g  in  a  p u b l ic  c h a r a c t e r ,  d o  k n o w  th e  
mind o f  C h r i s t ,  t h a t  i s ,  t h e  m e a n in g  o f  t h e  S c r ip tu r e ,  b e t t e r  
than y o u  d o  y e t .  B u t ,  p e r h a p s ,  w h e n  t e n  y e a r s  m o re  a re  
gone o v e r y o u r  h e a d ,  y o u  m a y  k n o w  i t  a s  w e ll a s  th e y .

9. Y o u  c o n c lu d e  t h i s  S e r m o n ,  “  L e t  u s  n o t  b e  le d  a w a y  b y  
those w ho r e p r e s e n t  t h e  c o m f o r ta b le  r e l ig io n  o f  C h r i s t  a s  a  
path c o v e re d  o v e r  w i th  t h o r n s . ”  (P a g e  1 4 .) T h is  c a p  d o e s  
not fit m e. I  a p p e a l  t o  a l l  t h a t  h a v e  h e a r d  m e  a t  W a te r f o r d ,  
or e lsew h ere , w h e th e r  I  r e p r e s e n t  r e l ig io n  a s  a n  u n c o m f o r ta b le  
thing. N o ,  S i r ;  b o th  i n  p r e a c h in g  a n d  w . i t i n g  I  r e p r e s e n t  i t  
as far m o re  c o m f o r ta b le  t h a n  y o u  d o , o r  a r e  a b le  t o  d o . “ B u t  
you r e p re s e n t  u s  a s  lo v e r s  o f  p le a s u r e  m o r e  t h a n  lo v e r s  o f
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G o d .”  I f  a n y  d o  th is ,  I  d o u b t  t h e y  to u c h  a  so re  s p o t ; I  am 
a f ra id  t h e  sh o e  p in c h e s .  “  T h e y  a ffirm  p le a s u r e  in  g e n e ra l  to 
b e  u n la w fu l ,  g r o u n d in g  i t  o n ,  ‘ T h e y  t h a t  a r e  in  t h e  flesh 
c a n n o t  p le a s e  G o d .’ ”  ( P a g e  1 5 .)  W r o n g ,  to p  a n d  b o tto m . 
D id  w e h o ld  t h e  c o n c lu s io n ,  w e  s h o u ld  n e v e r  in f e r  i t  from 
s u c h  p re m is e s .  B u t  w e  d o  n o t  h o ld  i t :  W e  n o  m o re  affirm 
p le a s u re  in  g e n e r a l  t o  b e  u n la w f u l ,  t h a n  e a t in g  a n d  d r in k in g . 
T h is  i s  a n o th e r  i n v e n t io n  o f  y o u r  o w n  b r a in ,  w h ic h  never 
e n te r e d  i n to  o u r  t h o u g h ts .  I t  i s  r e a l ly  c u r io u s  w h e n  y o u  add, 
“ T h is  is  b r in g in g  m e n  ‘ a f te r  t h e  p r in c ip le s  o f  th e  w o r ld ,a n d  
n o t  a f te r  C h r i s t . ’”  W h a t ,  t h e  a f f i rm in g  t h a t  p le a s u r e  is  u n ­
la w f u l?  I s  t h i s  “  a f te r  t h e  p r in c ip le s  o f  t h e  w o r l d ? ”  W as 
e v e r  t e x t  so  u n h a p p i ly  a p p l ie d ?

10 . S o  m u c h  fo r  y o u r  f i r s t  S e r m o n  ; w h e r e in ,  t h o u g h  you 
d o  n o t  s e e m  to  w a n t  g o o d -w il l ,  y e t  y o u  a r e  m a rv e llo u s ly  ba r­
r e n  o f  i n v e n t i o n ; h a v in g  o n ly  r e ta i l e d  tw o  o r  t h r e e  o ld , th re a d ­
b a r e  o b je c t io n s ,  w h ic h  h a v e  b e e n  a n s w e re d  tw e n ty  t im e s  over. 
Y o u  b e g in  t h e  s e c o n d , “ I  s h a l l  n o w  c o n s id e r  so m e  o f  their 
m a n y  a b s u r d  d o c tr in e s  : T h e  f i r s t  o f  w h ic h  is ,  ‘ t h e  p re te n d in g  
to  b e  d iv in e ly  i n s p i r e d .” ’ {Second Sermon, p . 1 .)  A n  odd 
d o c tr in e  e n o u g h .  “ A n d  c a l le d  i n  a n  e x t r a o r d in a r y  m an n er 
to  p r e a c h  t h e  w o rd  o f  G o d .”  (P a g e s  2 - 4 . )

T h is  is  a ll  h a r p in g  u p o n  t h e  s a m e  s t r i n g ,  t h e  g r a n d  ob jec tion  
o f  L a y - P r e a c h e r s .  W e  h a v e  i t  a g a in  a n d  a g a in ,  t e n ,  tw en ty  
t im e s  o v e r . I  s h a l l  a n s w e r  i t  o n c e  fo r  a l l .  N o t  b y  an y th in g  
n e w ,— t h a t  i s  u t t e r l y  n e e d l e s s ; b u t  b a r e ly  b y  r e p e a t in g  the 
a n s w e r  w h ic h  c o n v in c e d  a  s e r io u s  C le r g y m a n  m a n y  years 
a g o : —

“  T ullamore, May 4 , 1748.
“ R e v e r e n d  S i r ,

“  I  HAVE a t  p r e s e n t  n e i t h e r  l e i s u r e  n o r  in c l in a t io n  to  enter 
i n to  a  fo r m a l  c o n tro v e r s y  ; b u t  y o u  w il l  g iv e  m e  le a v e  ju s t  to 
o ffe r  a  few  lo o se  h i n t s  r e l a t i n g  to  t h e  s u b je c t  o f  o u r  la s t  n ig h t’s 
c o n v e r s a t i o n :—

“  1 . S e e in g  life  a n d  h e a l t h  a r e  t h in g s  o f  so  g r e a t  im p o rt­
a n c e ,  i t  is , w i th o u t  q u e s t io n ,  h i g h ly  e x p e d ie n t  t h a t  P h y s ic ian s 
s h o u ld  h a v e  a ll  p o s s ib le  a d v a n ta g e s  o f  l e a r n in g  a n d  education .

“ 2 .  T h a t  t r i a l  s h o u ld  b e  m a d e  o f  th e m  b y  co m peten t 
j u d g e s ,  b e fo re  t h e y  p r a c t is e  p u b l ic ly .

“  3 .  T h a t ,  a f te r  s u c h  t r i a l ,  t h e y  b e  a u th o r iz e d  to  practise 
b y  th o s e  w h o  a r e  e m p o w e re d  to  c o n v e y  t h a t  a u th o r i ty .
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" 4 .  A n d  t h a t ,  w h i le  t h e y  a re  p r e s e r v in g  t h e  l iv e s  o f  o th e r s ,  
they  sh o u ld  h a v e  w h a t  is  s u f f ic ie n t  t o  s u s ta in  t h e i r  o w n .

“  5 . B u t  s u p p o s in g  a  g e n t l e m a n  b r e d  a t  t h e  U n iv e r s i ty  in  
D u b lin , w i th  a ll  t h e  a d v a n ta g e s  o f  e d u c a t io n ,  a f te r  h e  h a s  
u n d e rg o n e  a ll  t h e  u s u a l  t r i a l s ,  a n d  t h e n  b e e n  r e g u la r ly  a u th o ­

rized to  p r a c t i s e :
“  6 . S u p p o s e ,  I  s a y ,  t h i s  P h y s i c i a n  s e t t l e s  a t --------fo r  so m e

years, a n d  y e t  m a k e s  n o  c u r e s  a t  a l l ; b u t ,  a f te r  t r y in g  h is  
skill o n  five  h u n d r e d  p e r s o n s ,  c a n n o t  sh o w  t h a t  h e  h a s  h e a le d  
o n e ; m a n y  o f  h i s  p a t i e n t s  d y in g  u n d e r  h i s  h a n d s ,  a n d  th e  

rest re m a in in g  j u s t  a s  th e y  w e re  b e fo re  h e  c a m e :
“  7. W il l  y o u  c o n d e m n  a  m a n  w h o , h a v in g  s o m e  l i t t l e  s k i l l  

in p h y sic , a n d  a  t e n d e r  c o m p a s s io n  f o r  th o s e  w h o  a r e  s ic k  o r  
dying a ll  a r o u n d  h im , c u r e s  m a n y  o f  th o s e ,  w i th o u t  fe e  o r  

rew ard, w h o m  th e  D o c to r  could n o t  c u r e  ?
“  8 . A t  le a s t ,  did n o t ,  (w h ic h  i s  t h e  s a m e  t h i n g  a s  to  t h e  

case in  h a n d ,)  w e re  i t  o n ly  fo r  t h i s  r e a s o n ,— b e c a u s e  h e  d id  
not go  to  t h e m ,  a n d  th e y  w o u ld  n o t  c o m e  to  h im  ?

“ 9 . W il l  y o u  c o n d e m n  h im  b e c a u s e  h e  h a s  n o t  l e a r n in g ,  

or has n o t  h a d  a n  U n iv e r s i ty  e d u c a t io n  ?
“ W h a t  t h e n  ? H e  c u re s  th o s e  w h o m  t h e  m a n  o f  l e a r n in g  

and e d u c a tio n  c a n n o t  c u re .
“  10 . W il l  y o u  o b je c t ,  t h a t  h e  is  n o  P h y s ic ia n ,  n o r  h a s  a n y

a u th o rity  t o  p r a c t is e  ?
“  I  c a n n o t  c o m e  i n to  y o u r  o p in io n .  I  t h in k ,  JiTedicus est 

qui medetur ; ‘ h e  is  a  P h y s ic i a n  w h o  h e a ls  ; ’ a n d  t h a t  e v e ry  
m an h a s  a u th o r i t y  t o  sa v e  t h e  l ife  o f  a  d y in g  m a n .

“ B u t  i f  y o u  o n ly  m e a n ,  h e  h a s  n o  a u th o r i t y  t o  t a k e  fe e s , 

1 c o n te n d  n o t ; F o r  h e  t a k e s  n o n e  a t  a ll .
“ 11 . N a y ,  a n d  I  a m  a f ra id  i t  w ill h o ld ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  

Medicus non est qui non medetur; I  a m  a f ra id ,  i f  w e  u se  
p ro p rie ty  o f  s p e e c h ,  ‘ h e  is  n o  P h y s ic i a n  w h o  w o r k s  n o  c u r e . ’ 

“  1 3 . ‘ O , b u t  h e  h a s  ta k e n  h i s  d e g re e  o f  D o c to r  o f  P h y s ic ,

and th e re fo re  h a s  a u th o r i t y . ’
“  A u th o r i ty  t o  d o  w h a t  ? ‘ W h y ,  t o  h e a l  a l l  t h e  s ic k  t h a t  w ill 

employ h im .’ B u t  ( to  w av e  t h e  c a s e  o f  th o s e  w h o  w ill  n o t  
employ h i m ; a n d  w o u ld  y o u  h a v e  e v e n  t h e i r  l iv e s  th r o w n  aw ay  r)  
he does n o t  h e a l  th o s e  t h a t  d o  e m p lo y  h im .  H e  t h a t  w as  sick  
b e fo re ,is  s ic k  s t i l l ;  o r  e ls e  h e  is  g o n e  h e n c e ,  a n d  i s  n o  m o re  seen .

“ T h e re fo re  h i s  a u th o r i t y  i s  n o t  w o r th  a  r u s h  j fo r  i t  se rv es  

no t th e  e p d  fo r  w h ic h  i t  w a s  g iv e n .
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"  13 . A n d  s u r e ly  h e  h a s  n o t  a u th o r i t y  t o  k i l l  t h e m ,  by 
h in d e r in g  a n o th e r  f r o m  s a v in g  t h e i r  l iv e s  !

“ 1 4 . I f  h e  e i t h e r  a t t e m p t s  o r  d e s i r e s  t o  h i n d e r  h im ,  i f  he 
c o n d e m n s  o r  d is l ik e s  h im  fo r  i t ,  i t  is  p la in  t o  a ll  t h in k i n g  m en , 
h e  r e g a r d s  h i s  o w n  fe e s  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  l iv e s  o f  h i s  p a t ie n ts .

‘‘ I I .  N o w  t o  a p p ly .  1 . S e e in g  l ife  e v e r la s t in g ,  a n d  holi- 
n e s s  o r  h e a l t h  o f  s o u l ,  a r e  t h in g s  o f  so  g r e a t  im p o r ta n c e ,  i t  is 
h ig h ly  e x p e d ie n t  t h a t  M in i s t e r s ,  b e in g  P h y s ic ia n s  o f  th e  
so u l ,  s h o u ld  h a v e  a l l  a d v a n ta g e  o f  e d u c a t io n  a n d  l e a r n in g .

“ 2 . T h a t  fu l l  t r i a l  s h o u ld  b e  m a d e  o f  th e m  in  a ll  re sp ec ts , 
a n d  t h a t  b y  t h e  m o s t  c o m p e te n t  ju d g e s ,  b e fo re  t h e y  e n te r  on 
t h e  p u b l ic  e x e rc is e  o f  t h e i r  office, t h e  s a v in g  so u ls  f ro m  d e a t h :

“  3 . T h a t ,  a f te r  s u c h  t r i a l ,  t h e y  b e  a u th o r iz e d  to  ex erc ise  
t h a t  o ffice  b y  th o s e  w h o  a r e  e m p o w e re d  t o  c o n v e y  th a t  
a u th o r i t y .  ( I  b e lie v e  B is h o p s  a r e  e m p o w e re d  to  d o  th is ,  and 
h a v e  b e e n  so  f r o m  t h e  a p o s to l ic  a g e .)

“  4 . A n d  t h a t  th o s e  w h o se  s o u ls  t h e y  sa v e  o u g h t ,  m e a n tim e , 
to p ro v id e  t h e m  w h a t  i s  n e e d f u l  fo r  t h e  b o d y .

“ 5 . B u t  s u p p o s e  a  g e n t l e m a n  b re d  a t  t h e  U n iv e r s i ty  of 
D u b l in ,  w i th  a l l  t h e  a d v a n ta g e s  o f  e d u c a t io n ,  a f t e r  h e  has 
u n d e r g o n e  t h e  u s u a l  t r i a l s ,  a n d  b e e n  r e g u la r ly  a u th o r iz e d  to  
sa v e  so u ls  f ro m  d e a th  ;

“  6 . S u p p o s e ,  I  s a y ,  t h i s  M in i s t e r  s e t t l e s  a t --------fo r  som e
y e a r s ,  a n d  y e t  s a v e s  n o  s o n ls  a t  a l l ; s a v e s  n o  s in n e r s  from  
t h e i r  s i n s ; b u t  a f t e r  h e  h a s  p r e a c h e d  a l l  t h i s  t im e  to  five o r 
s ix  h u n d r e d  p e r s o n s ,  c a n n o t  sh o w  t h a t  h e  h a s  c o n v e r te d  one 
f ro m  th e  e r r o r  o f  h i s  w a y s ; m a n y  o f  h i s  p a r i s h io n e r s  d y in g  
a s  t h e y  l iv e d , a n d  t h e  r e s t  r e m a in in g  j u s t  a s  th e y  w e re  b e fo re  
h e  c a m e :

“  7 . W il l  y o u  c o n d e m n  a  m a n  w h o , h a v in g  c o m p a s s io n  on 
d y in g  so u ls ,  a n d  s o m e  k n o w le d g e  o f  t h e  g o s p e l  o f  C h r is t ,  
w i th o u t  a n y  te m p o r a l  r e w a r d ,  s a v e s  m a n y  f ro m  t h e i r  s in s  
w h o m  t h e  M i n i s t e r  could n o t  s a v e  ?

“ 8 . A t  le a s t ,  did n o t : N o r  e v e r  w a s  l ik e ly  t o  d o  i t  j fo r  he 
d id  n o t  g o  t o  t h e m ,  a n d  th e y  w o u ld  n o t  c o m e  t o  h im .

“ 9 .  W il l  y o u  c o n d e m n  s u c h  a  P r e a c h e r ,  b e c a u s e  h e  h as  
n o t  l e a r n in g ,  o r  h a s  n o t  h a d  a n  U n i v e r s i ty  e d u c a t io n ?

“ W h a t  t h e n ?  H e  sa v e s  th o s e  s in n e r s  f ro m  t h e i r  s in s  
w h o m  t h e  m a n  o f  l e a r n in g  a n d  e d u c a t io n  c a n n o t  sa v e .

“  A  p e a s a n t  b e in g  b r o u g h t  b e fo re  t h e  C o lle g e  o f  P h y s ic ia n s  
a t  P a r i s ,  a  l e a r n e d  D o c to r  a c c o s te d  h im ,  ‘ W h a t ,  f r i e n d ,  d o  y o u
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pre tend  to  p r e s c r ib e  to  p e o p le  t h a t  h a v e  a g u e s  ?  D o s t  t h o u  
know w h a t  a n  a g u e  i s  ? ’

“ H e  re p lie d ,  ‘ Y e s , S i r .  A n  a g u e  is ,  w h a t  I  c a n  c u r e  a n d  
you c a n n o t . '

“  10. W il l  y o u  o b je c t ,  ‘ B u t  h e  is  n o  M in i s t e r ,  n o r  h a s  a n y  
a u th o rity  to  sa v e  so u ls  ? ’

“  I  m u s t  b e g  le a v e  to  d i s s e n t  f ro m  y o u  i n  t h i s .  I  t h in k  h e  is  
a tru e  e v a n g e lic a l  M in i s t e r ,  Amkovo<;, s e r v a n t  o f  C h r i s t  a n d  h is  
C hurch, w h o  o i / t w  SiaKovei, ‘  so  m in i s t e r s ’ a s  t o  sa v e  so u ls  f ro m  
death, to  r e c la im  s in n e r s  f ro m  t h e i r  s i n s ; a n d  t h a t  e v e ry  C h r i s ­
tian , i f  h e  is  a b le  t o  d o  i t ,  h a s  a u t h o r i t y  t o  sa v e  a  d y in g  so u l.

“  B u t  i f  y o u  o n ly  m e a n ,  h e  h a s  n o  a u th o r i t y  t o  t a k e  t i t h e s ,  
I  g ra n t i t .  H e  t a k e s  n o n e .  A s  h e  h a s  f r e e ly  r e c e iv e d , so  h e  
freely g ives.

“ 11. B u t ,  t o  c a r r y  t h e  m a t t e r  a  l i t t l e  f a r t h e r ,  I  a m  a f ra id  
it will h o ld , o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  w i th  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  s o u l  a s  
well as th e  b o d y ,  Medicus non est qui non medetur. I  a m  
afraid re a s o n a b le  m e n  w ill b e  i n c l in e d  t o  t h i n k ,  ‘ h e  t h a t  
saves n o  so u ls  i s  n o  M in i s t e r  o f  C h r i s t . ’

“ 12. ‘ O  h u t  h e  is  o r d a in e d ,  a n d  th e r e f o r e  h a s  a u th o r i t y . ’ 
“ A u th o r i ty  to  d o  w h a t ?  'T o  s a v e  a l l  t h e  so u ls  t h a t  w ill 

put th em se lv es  u n d e r  h i s  c a r e . ’ T r u e ;  b u t  ( to  w a v e  t h e  c a se  
of th em  t h a t  w ill  n o t ; a n d  w o u ld  y o u  d e s i r e  t h a t  e v e n  th o s e  
should p e r is h  ?) h e  d o e s  n o t ,  in  f a c t ,  s a v e  th e m  t h a t  a r e  u n d e r  
his care : T h e re fo re ,  w h a t  e n d  d o e s  h i s  a u th o r i t y  s e rv e  ? H e  
that was a  d r u n k a r d ,  i s  a  d r u n k a r d  s t i l l .  T h e  s a m e  i s  t r u e  
of th e  S a b b a th - b r e a k e r ,  t h e  th ie f ,  t h e  c o m m o n  s w e a re r .  T h is  
is the b e s t o f  t h e  c a s e ; fo r  m a n y  h a v e  d ie d  in  t h e i r  i n iq u i ty ,  
and th e ir  b lo o d  w ill  G o d  r e q u i r e  a t  t h e  w a tc h m a n ’s h a n d .

“  13. F o r  s u r e ly  h e  h a s  n o  a u th o r i t y  t o  m u r d e r  s o u l s ; 
either by  h is  n e g le c t ,  b y  h i s  s m o o th ,  i f  n o t  fa ls e , d o c t r in e ,  o r  
by h in d e rin g  a n o th e r  f ro m  p lu c k in g  t h e m  o u t  o f  t h e  f i re  a n d  
bringing th e m  to  l ife  e v e r la s t in g .

“  14. I f  h e  e i t h e r  a t t e m p t s  o r  d e s i r e s  t o  h i n d e r  h im ,  i f  h e  
condemns o r  is  d is p le a s e d  w i th  h im  fo r  i t ,  h o w  g r e a t  r e a s o n  
is there  to  fe a r , t h a t  h e  r e g a r d s  h i s  o w n  p r o f i t  m o r e  t h a n  th e  
salvation o f  so u ls  ! ”

11. “  B u t  w h y  d o  y o u  n o t  p ro v e  y o u r  m is s io n  b y  m i r a e l e s ? ”  
This lik ew ise  y o u  r e p e a t  o v e r  a n d  o v e r . B u t  I  h a v e  n o t  le is u re  
to answ er th e  s a m e  s ta le  o b je c t io n  a n  h u n d r e d  t im e s ,  I  th e r e -
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fo re  g iv e  t h i s  a ls o  t h e  s a m e  a n s w e r  w h ic h  I  g a v e  m a n y  y e a rs  
a g o - —

12 . “  W h a t  i s  i t  y o u  w o u ld  h a v e  u s  p ro v e  b y  m ira c le s ?  t h a t  
t h e  d o c tr in e s  w e  p r e a c h  a r e  t r u e  ?  T h is  is  n o t  t h e  w a y  to  
p ro v e  t h a t : W e  p ro v e  th e  d o c t r in e s  w e  p r e a c h  b y  S c r ip tu r e  
a n d  r e a s o n .  I s  i t ,  (1 .)  T h a t  A . B . w as  fo r  m a n y  y e a r s  w i th o u t  
G o d  in  t h e  w o r ld ,  a  c o m m o n  s w e a re r ,  a  S a b b a th - b r e a k e r ,  a  
d r u n k a r d  ? O r ,  (2 .) T h a t  h e  is  n o t  so  n o w  ? O r ,  (3 .) T h a t  
h e  c o n t in u e d  so  t i l l  h e  h e a r d  u s  p r e a c h ,  a n d  f ro m  t h a t  t im e  
w a s  a n o th e r  m a n  ? N o t  s o ; t h e  p r o p e r  w a y  to  p ro v e  th e s e  
fa c ts ,  is  b y  t h e  t e s t im o n y  o f  c o m p e te n t  w i tn e s s e s .  A n d  th e s e  
w itn e s s e s  a r e  r e a d y ,  w h e n e v e r  r e q u ir e d ,  to  g iv e  fu l l  e v id e n c e  
o f  th e m .  O r  w o u ld  y o u  h a v e  i t  p ro v e d  by  m ira c le s ,  (4.) 
T h a t  t h i s  w a s  n o t  d o n e  b y  o u r  o w n  p o w e r  o r  h o l in e s s  ? t h a t  
G o d  o n ly  is  a b le  t o  r a is e  t h e  d e a d , th o s e  w h o  a r e  d e a d  in  
t r e s p a s s e s  a n d  s in s  ? N a y ,  G f  y o u  h e a r  n o t  M o s e s ,  a n d  th e  
P r o p h e t s , ’ a n d  t h e  A p o s tle s ,  o n  t h i s  h e a d ,  n e i t h e r  w ill y o u  
b e lie v e  ‘ t h o u g h  o n e  r o s e  f ro m  t h e  d e a d . ’ I t  i s  th e re fo re  
u t t e r l y  u n r e a s o n a b le  a n d  a b s u r d ,  t o  r e q u i r e  o r  e x p e c t  th e  
p r o o f  o f  m ira c le s ,  i n  q u e s t io n s  o f  s u c h  a  k in d  a s  a r e  a lw ay s  
d e c id e d  b y  p ro o fs  o f  q u i te  a n o th e r  n a tu r e . ”  {Farther Appeal 
to Men of Reason and Religion, V o l .  V I I I .  p . 2 3 3 .)

I f  y o u  w il l  t a k e  t h e  t r o u b le  o f  r e a d in g  t h a t  l i t t l e  T ra c t ,  
y o u  w ill  f in d  m o re  u p o n  t h e  s a m e  h e a d .

1 3 . I f  y o u  s a y , “  B u t  th o s e  w h o  la y  c la im  to  e x tr a o r d in a r y  
in s p i r a t io n  a n d  r e v e la t io n  o u g h t  to  p ro v e  t h a t  c la im  b y  ra ira  
c le s ,”  w e a llo w  i t ; B u t  t h i s  is  n o t  o u r  c a s e .  W e  la y  c la im  
to  n o  s u c h  th in g .  T h e  A p o s tle s  d id  la y  c la im  to  e x tr a o r d in a r y  
i n s p i r a t i o n ,  a n d  a c c o r d in g ly  p ro v e d  t h e i r  e la im  b y  m ira c le s . 
A n d  t h e i r  b le s se d  M a s t e r  c la im e d  to  b e  L o r d  o f  a ll ,  th e  e te rn a l  
S o n  o f  G o d .  W e l l  th e r e f o r e  m ig h t  h e  b e  e x p e c te d  to  “  d o  th e  
w o rk s  w h ic h  n o  o th e r  m a n  d i d ; ”  e s p e c ia l ly  a s  h e  c a m e  to  p u t  
a n  e n d  to  t h a t  d is p e n s a t io n  w h ic h  a l l  m e n  k n e w  to  b e  o f  G od . 
S e e  t h e n  h o w  id ly  a n d  i m p e r t in e n t l y  y o u  r e q u i r e  t h e  M e th o d is ts  
t o  w o rk  m ir a c le s  “  b e c a u s e  C h r i s t  a n d  h i s  A p o s tle s  d id  ! ”

1 4 . Y o u  p r o c e e d : “  T h e y  p r e te n d  to  b e  a s  fre e  f ro m  s in  as 
J e s u s  C h r i s t . ”  ( P a g e  6 .) Y o u  b r in g  t h r e e  p ro o fs  o f  t h i s : (1.)
“  M r .  W e s le y ,  in  h is  a n s w e r  t o  a  D iv in e  o f  o u r  C h u r c h ,  says,
‘ J e s u s  C h r i s t  s ta n d s  a s  o u r  r e g e n e r a t io n ,  t o  h e lp  u s  to  t h e  sam e 
h o ly  u n d e f i le d  n a tu r e  w h ic h  h e  h im s e l f  h a d .  A n d  i f  t h i s  very  
life  a n d  id e n t ic a l  n a tu r e  is  n o t  p r o p a g a te d  a n d  d e r iv e d  o n  us, 
h e  i s  n o t  o u r  S a v io u r .’ ”  ( P a g e  7 .) W h e n  I  h e a r d  y o u  read
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th e s e  w o rd s , I  l i s te n e d  a n d  s tu d ie d ,  a n d  c o u ld  n o t  im a g in e  
w h e re  y o u  g o t  t h e m .  I  k n e w  th e y  w e re  n o t  m i n e : I  u s e  n o  
su c h  q u e e r  l a n g u a g e ; b u t  d id  n o t  t h e n  r e c o l le c t ,  t h a t  th e y  
a re  M r .  L a w ’s w o rd s , i n  h i s  a n s w e r  to  D r .  T r a p p ,  a n  e x t r a c t  
fro m  w h ic h  I  h a v e  p u b l is h e d .  B u t  b e  th e y  w h o se  th e y  w ill, 
th e y  b y  n o  m e a n s  im p ly  t h a t  w e  a r e  to  b e  “ a s  r i g h te o u s  a s  
C h r is t  w a s ,”  b u t  t h a t  w e  a r e  t o  b e  (w h ic h  S t .  P e t e r  l ik e w ise  
a ffirm s) “ p a r ta k e r s  o f  t h e  D iv in e  n a t u r e . ”  (2 .) “ A  P r e a c h e r  
o f  y o u r s  d e c la re d  h e  w as a s  f re e  f r o m  s in  a s  C h r i s t  e v e r  w a s .”  
I  d id  n o t  h e a r  h im  d e c la r e  i t : P r a y  d id  y o u  ? I f  n o t ,  h o w  
do  y o u  k n o w  h e  d e c la r e d  i t  a t  a l l ?  N a y ,  b u t  “ a n o th e r  
d e c la re d  h e  b e lie v e d  i t  w a s  im p o s s ib le  fo r  o n e  w h o m  h e  
'la m e d  to  s in ,  fo r  t h e  S p i r i t  o f  G o d  d w e l t  in  h im  b o d i ly .”  
(P a g e  8 .) P r a y ,  S i r ,  d id  y o u  h e a r  t h i s  y o u r s e l f ?  E ls e  t h e  
te s tim o n y  is  n o th in g  w o r th .  H e a r s a y  e v id e n c e  w ill n o t  b e  
a d m i t te d  b y  a n y  C o u r t  in  t h e  k in g d o m .

W h a t  y o u  s a y  o f  t h a t  g o o d  m a n  M r .  W h ite f i e ld ,  n o w  w i th  
G od, I  le a v e  w i th  M r .  H — ’s  r e m a r k  : “ 1 a d m i r e  y o u r  p r u ­
dence , t h o u g h  n o t  y o u r  g e n e r o s i t y ;  fo r  i t  is  m u c h  s a fe r  to  
c u d g e l a  d e a d  m a n  t h a n  a  l iv in g  o n e .”

1 5 . Y o u  n e x t  d e s c a n t  u p o n  “ t h e  d is o r d e r s  w h ic h  th e  s p i r i t  
o f e n th u s ia s m  c r e a te d  in  t h e  l a s t  a g e .”  V e r y  l ik e ly  i t  m i g h t ; 
bu t, b le s s e d  b e  G o d , t h a t  i s  n o t h in g  a t  a ll  to  u s .  F o r  h e  
h a th  g iv e n  u s ,  n o t  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  e n th u s ia s m ,  b u t  o f  lo v e  a n d  o f  a  
so u n d  m in d .  I n  t h e  fo l lo w in g  p a g e  y o u  q u a in t ly  c o m p a re  
y o u r h e a r e r s  to  s h e e p , a n d  y o u r s e l f  a n d  f r i e n d s  to  t h e  d o g s  in  
th e  f a b le ;  a n d  s e e m  m u c h  a f r a id ,  le s t  t h e  s i l ly  s h e e p  s h o u ld  
be “ p e r s u a d e d  to  g iv e  y o u  u p  to  t h e s e  r a v e n in g  w o lv e s .”  
N a y , s h o u ld  y o u  n o t  r a t h e r  b e  r a n k e d  w i th  t h e  s h e e p  th a n  
th e  d o g s  ? F o r  y o u r  t e e t h  a r e  n o t  so  s h a r p  a s  r a z o r s .

1 6 . “  A n o th e r  f u n d a m e n ta l  e r r o r  o f  t h e  M e th o d is ts  is ,  th e  
a s se r t in g  t h a t  l a y m e n  m a y  p r e a c h ; y e a ,  t h e  m o s t  i g n o r a n t  
and i l l i t e r a t e  o f  th e m ,  p ro v id e d  th e y  h a v e  t h e  in w a r d  c a l l  o f 
th e  S p i r i t . ”  ( P a g e  1 1 .)

T h e  fo rm e r  p a r t  o f  t h i s  o b je c t io n  w e  h a d  b e fo re .  T h e  l a t t e r  
is a  t o ta l  m is ta k e .  T h e y  d o  n o t  a llo w  t h e  “  m o s t  i g n o r a n t  ”  
m en to  p r e a c h ,  w h a te v e r  “ in w a r d  c a l l ”  t h e y  p r e te n d  to .  
A m ong th e m  n o n e  a r e  a llo w e d  to  b e  s t a t e d  P r e a c h e r s ,  b u t  
such a s , (1 .)  A r e  t r u l y  a liv e  t o  G o d ;  s u c h  a s  e x p e r ie n c e  t h e  
“ fa ith  t h a t  w o r k e th  b y  lo v e ;  ”  s u c h  a s  lo v e  G o d  a n d  a ll  m a n ­
kind . (2 .) S u c h  a s  h a v e  a  c o m p e te n t  k n o w le d g e  o f  t h e  w o rd  o f 
G od, a n d  o f  t h e  w o rk  o f  G o d  in  t h e  s o u ls  o f  m e n . (3 .)  S u c h
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a s  h a v e  g iv e n  p r o o f  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  c a l le d  o f  G o d , b y  c o n ­
v e r t in g  s in n e r s  f ro m  t h e  e r r o r  o f  t h e i r  w a y s . A n d  to  sh o w  
w h e th e r  t h e y  h a v e  th e s e  q u a l i f i c a t io n s  o r  n o , th e y  a r e  a  y e a r ,  
s o m e tim e s  m o re ,  u p o n  t r i a l .  N o w , I  p r a y ,  w h a t  is  t h e  c o m m o n  
e x a m in a t io n ,  e i t h e r  fo r  D e a c o n ’s  o r  P r i e s t ’s O r d e r s ,  t o  t h i s  ?

1 7 . “  B u t  n o  a m b a s s a d o r  c a n  a c t  w i th o u t  a  c o m m is s io n  fro m  
h is  K i n g : C o n s e q u e n t ly ,  n o  P r e a c h e r  w i th o u t  a  c o m m is s io n  
f ro m  G o d .”  ( P a g e  1 1 .)  T h is  is  a  t e n d e r  p o i n t ; b u t  y o u  c o n ­
s t r a in  m e  t o  s p e a k . I  a s k  t h e n ,  I s  h e  c o m m is s io n e d  f ro m  G o d  
to  p r e a c h  t h e  g o sp e l , w h o  d o e s  n o t  k n o w  t h e  g o sp e l  ? w h o  
k n o w s  l i t t l e  m o re  o f  t h e  B ib le  t h a n  o f  t h e  K o r a n  ? I  f e a r  
n o t .  B u t  i f  so , w h a t  a r e  m a n y  o f  o u r  b r e th r e n  ? S e n t  o f  
m a n ,  b u t  n o t  o f  G o d !

“ H o w e v e r ,  th e s e  l a y m e n  a r e  n o t  s e n t  o f  G o d  t o  p r e a c h ; 
fo r  d o e s  n o t  S t .  P a u l  s a y ,  ‘ N o  m a n  t a k e t h  t h i s  h o n o u r  to  
h im s e lf ,  b u t  h e  t h a t  i s  e a l le d  o f  G o d , a s  w as  A a r o n  ? ’ ”  
( P a g e  1 3 .)  A n o t h e r  t e x t  m o s t  u n h a p p i ly  a p p l i e d ; f o r  A a ro n  
d id  n o t  p re a c h  a t  a ll. B u t  i f  th e s e  m e n  a r e  n o t  s e n t  o f  G o d , 
h o w  c o m e s  G o d  to  c o n f irm  t h e i r  w o rd , b y  c o n v in c in g  a n d  c o n ­
v e r t i n g  s i n n e r s ?  H e  c o n f irm s  t h e  w o rd  o f  h i s  m e s s e n g e r ,  b u t  
o f  n o n e  e lse . T h e r e f o r e ,  i f  G o d  o w n s  t h e i r  w o rd , i t  is  p la in  
t h a t  G o d  h a s  s e n t  t h e m .

“  B u t  t h e  e a r th  o p e n e d  a n d  sw a llo w e d  u p  th o s e  i n t r u d e r s  
in to  t h e  p r i e s t l y  o ffice , K o r a h ,  D a t h a n ,  a n d  A b i r a m .”  (P a g e  
1 4 .)  S u c h  a n  i n t r u d e r  a r e  y o u ,  i f  y o u  c o n v e r t  n o  s in n e r s  to  
G o d . T a k e  h e e d  l e s t  a  d e e p e r  p i t  sw a llo w  you u p !

1 8 . “ B u t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  R o m e  h a s  s e n t  o u t  P r e a c h e r s  a m o n g  
u s , s u c h  a s  T h o m a s  H e a t h ,  a  J e s u i t ; a n d  F a i th f u l  C o m m in ,  a  
D o m in ic a n  F r i a r . ”  ( P a g e s  1 6 , 1 7 .)  A n d  w h a t  d o  y o u  in f e r  
fro m  h e n c e  ? t h a t  m y  b r o th e r ,  w h o  w as  t h o u g h t  a  S t u d e n t  o f  
C h r i s t  C h u r c h  in  O x fo rd ,  w a s  r e a l ly  a  J e s u i t  ? a n d  t h a t  w h ile  I  
p a s se d  fo r  a  F e l lo w  o f  L in c o ln  C o l le g e ,  I  w a s  in  f a c t  a  D o m in i ­
c a n  F r i a r ?  E v e n  to  h i n t  a t  s u c h  a b s u r d i t i e s  a s  th e s e  is  a n  
in s u l t  o n  c o m m o n  se n se .

19 . W e  h a v e  n o w  d o n e  w i th  t h e  a r g u m e n ta t iv e  p a r t  o f  y o u r  
S e rm o n s ,  a n d  c o m e  to  th e  e x h o r ta t i o n ;  “ M a r k  th e m  t h a t  c a u se  
d iv is io n s  a n d  o ffe n c e s  a m o n g  y o u ; fo r  th e y  s e rv e  n o t  t h e  L o r d ,  
b u t  t h e i r  o w n  b e l l ie s .”  ( P a g e  1 8 .)  W h o  “ se rv e  t h e i r  o w n
b e l l i e s ? ”  t h e  M e th o d is t s ,  o r --------? A la s ,  h o w  te r r ib ly  m ig h t
th is  be  r e to r t e d  ! “  A n d  b y  f a i r  s p e e c h e s  d e c e iv e  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  
t h e  s im p le .”  D e c e iv e  th e m  in to  w h a t?  i n to  t h e  k n o w le d g e  a n d  
lo v e  o f  G o d  ! t h e  lo v in g  t h e i r  n e ig h b o u r  a s  th e m s e lv e s  ! th e
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w a lk in g  in  j u s t i c e ,  m e r c y ,  a n d  t r u t h  ! t h e  d o in g  to  a l l  a s  th e y  
w ould b e  d o n e  to  ! Felices errors suo / *  W o u ld  to  G o d  a ll 
the  p eo p le  o f  W a te r f o r d ,  r i c h  a n d  p o o r , y e a ,  a l l  t h e  m e n ,  w o m e n , 
and c h i ld r e n  in  t h e  t h r e e  k in g d o m s ,  m a y  b e  t h u s  d e c e iv e d  !

20 . “ D o  n o t  c r e d i t  th o s e  w h o  t e l l  y o u  t h a t  w e  m u s t  ju d g e  
of o u r  r e g e n e r a t io n  b y  s e n s ib le  im p u ls e s ,  im p r e s s io n s ,  a r d o r s ,  
and  e c s ta s ie s .”  ( P a g e  1 9 .)  W h o  te l l s  th e m  s o ?  N o t  I : N o t  
M r. B o u r k e  : N o t  a n y  in  c o n n e x io n  w ith  m e . S i r ,  y o u  y o u r ­
se lf e i th e r  d o  o r  o u g h t  to  k n o w  th e  c o n t r a r y .  W h e t h e r  t h e r e ­
fore th e s e  a r e ,  o r  a r e  n o t ,  “  s ig n s  o f  t h e  S p i r i t , ”  (p a g e  2 0 ,)  see  
you  to  i t ;  i t  i s  n o t h in g  to  m e ;  a n y  m o r e  t h a n  w h e th e r  th e  
S p ir i t  d o e s  o r  d o e s  n o t  “ sh o w  i t s e l f  i n  g r o a n in g s  a n d  s ig h in g s ,  
in  f its  a n d  s t a r t s . ”  I  n e v e r  a f f irm e d  i t  d i d : A n d  w h e n  y o u  
re p re s e n t  m e  a s  so  d o in g ,  y o u  a r e  a  s in n e r  a g a in s t  G o d ,  a n d  
m e, a n d  y o u r  o w n  so u l.

21 . I f  y o u  s h o u ld  s e e  g o o d  to  w r i te  a n y th i n g  m o r e  a b o u t  th e  
M e th o d is ts ,  I  b e g  y o u  w o u ld  f i r s t  l e a r n  w h o  a n d  w h a t  t h e y  a re .  
Be so k in d  a s  a t  l e a s t  t o  r e a d  o v e r  m y  “  J o u r n a l s , ”  a n d  t h e  
“ A p p e a ls  t o  M e n  o f  R e a s o n  a n d  R e l ig io n .”  T h e n  y o u  w ill 
no lo n g e r  “  r u n  ”  t h u s  “ u n c e r t a in ly ,”  o r  “ f ig h t  a s  o n e  t h a t  
b e a te th  th e  a i r .”  B u t  I  w o u ld  r a t h e r  h o p e  y o u  w ill n o t  f ig h t  
a t a ll. F o r ,  w h o m  w o u ld  y o u  f ig h t  w i th  ? I f  y o u  w ill f ig h t,  
i t  m u s t b e  w i th  y o u r  f r i e n d s ; fo r  s u c h  w e r e a l ly  a r e .  W e  w ish  
all th e  s a m e  h a p p in e s s  t o  y o u  w h ic h  w e w is h  to  o u r  o w n  so u ls .  
W e  d e s ire  n o  w o rs e  fo r  y o u , t h a n  t h a t  y o u  m a y  “ p r e s e n t ”  
y o u rse lf  “  a  l iv in g  s a c r if ic e , h o ly ,  a c c e p ta b le  t o  G o d  ; ”  t h a t  
you  m a y  w a tc h  o v e r  t h e  s o u ls  c o m m i t te d  to  y o u r  c h a rg e ,  a s  h e  
“  t h a t  m u s t  g iv e  a c c o u n t ; ”  a n d  t h a t ,  i n  t h e  e n d , y o u  m a y  
receive “  t h e  c ro w n  w h ic h  t h e  L o r d ,  t h e  r i g h te o u s  J u d g e ,  w ill 
give to  a ll  t h a t  lo v e  h i s  a p p e a r in g  ! ”  S o  p r a y s .

R e v e re n d  S i r ,
Y o u r  a f fe c t io n a te  B r o th e r ,

J O H N  W E S L E Y .
L imerick,

May 1 8 , 1 7 7 1 .

•  Happy in their error.—E uil.


