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Following the Annual Church Calendar

The Editor

HERE is an appeal in seasons to practically everyone. There is

no time when a sermon on the resurrection will fit the mood of men

quite so well as at Easter, and there is no time when a sermon on
any phase of the life of Jesus will seem quite so fitting as on Christmas
Sunday.

And vyet there is a tendency to casualness that is weakening. It
is as though people were expecting a sermon on the seasonal theme and
were more or less prepared to resist its appeal. This is the other side of the
proposition, for any preacher is dead as soon as he persists in doing only
the usual and expected.

This is the Christmas month, and even before these lines come to
the attention of readers of The Preacher’s Magazine there will be
many who are hard at work on the Christmas sermon, and we are inserting
a radio Christmas sermon by Basil Miller in this issue of The Magazine.
There will be a temptation to be conventional. Doubtless the choir is
arranging special music. The Sunday school will have its program of
readings and Scripture quotations and songs. The Christmas spirit will
be everywhere. Many themes connected with the life of Jesus will press
for recognition and reproduction. “His Miraculous Birth”; “His Faultless
Youth”; “His Spotless Life”; “His Peerless Teaching”; “His Marvelous
Miracles”; and numberless topics of narrower limits will occur to the
preacher’s heart and mind, and it is quite likely that one such will gain
attention and become the choice for the day. And perhaps it is better
that the preacher should usually follow the calendar of the church year
and capitalize on the atmosphere which the times and seasons produce for
him—for it will not do to be freakish or to present even a hint of being
contrary and out of harmony with the occasion which means so much to
everybody, and especially to the children. Christmas is a children’s festival.
The day commemorates the birth of a baby, and there are many touches
of childhood in every attempt to observe the occasion. Let it be so. Make
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it even more so. Make the children feel
and know that the church recognizes them
and needs them, and that Christ is con-
cerned for them.

But 1 am just in the way of suggesting
that there is a law by which things are
seen more clearly in contrast than in any
other way. And now and then—perhaps
some will try it this year—it is a good
thing to draw a picture with Christmas as
the background, but with a theme that is
in contrast. Think what a good time
Christmas Sunday would be for preaching
a missionary sermon! A few words about
the glorious privileges Christmas repre-
sents to the followers of Christ, and then
an abrupt turn to the subject of our con-
sequent debt to the world, a picture of the
indifference of the Church, of the needy
and dying world or of the general selfish-
ness of mankind. Then an appeal and—
a Christmas offering for missions. This
would be a surprise to the people, but it
might be a welcome and useful surprise.
Then Jesus himself frequently spoke of
His second coming right in the same
connection with references to His coming
as the Savior of men. So why not a
sermon on the “Second Coming of Christ”
at Christmas time? There would be, of
course, the opening references to the birth
in the manger, then there would be set up
the hope and prospect of His soon com-
ing in power and glory.

But | think the theme should be either
a seasonal one or else one on some op-
posite phase of Christian truth. A mere
ignoring of Christmas is crude and dumb
and offensive. Either fall in with the pre-
vailing channels of thought or else strike
out boldly to cross them. Do not drift into
the casual bearing of one who is not
awake. The most stupendous event in
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the history of our earth is the visit Jesus
Christ made to it, and the principal na-
tions of the world date their letters and
their legal documents from the calcula-
tion of Christmas. The occasion is worthy
of all the emphasis it is possible to give
to it.

EDITORIAL NOTES

Preachers, in reporting to the District
Assemblies, are often asked to estimate
the value of pastoral visiting, and when-
ever they answer the question at all they

invariably place a high estimate; usually
they place it next to the pulpit, and |
think | have never heard them give it
lower than third place. But this all

sounds absurd when it is given in connec-
tion with a small record for pastoral visit-
ing, no matter what the excuses rendered
for the low mark. But the question,
What is a reasonable number of pastoral
visits for the year? is not so easily an-
swered. If | were making estimates, |
would say that 500 pastoral calls for the
year is small, and 2,500 is large, and that
the average pastor should range between
900 and 1,500. How many did you make
last year?

It looks like a great many preachers are
woefully afraid their services will not last
long enough, so they start deliberately,
hang on to the preliminaries, enlarge up-
on the announcements, and then preach
as though they had started early and
gone fast. My own observation is that, as
a rule, the preacher should have the service
well planned, should not suffer a dull
moment, and should drive hard right from
the first word. There is no limit on altar
services, but | believe most meetings
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would be better if they did not exceed an
hour from the opening song until the
benediction, and |1 am confident that nine
out of ten meetings that run more than
an hour and a half run too long to be
fully effective.

Usually the preacher should not quit
any sooner than he does, but he should
start sooner. The time is lost before the
effective part of the sermon is reached,
and then of course it would detract from
the usefulness of the service for the preach-
er to simply quit without finishing.

As a rule, | think a meeting is better
if it is planned as a unit, the singing,
praying and conclusion all being parts of
one complete whole. But if this is not
the plan, then at least there should be
“unity of spirit” in the service, so that
each one will come along and make his
part fit in with what has gone before. To
have “a rousing song service,” a good
special song, and then have the evangelist
or pastor get up and lead in the singing
of an old hymn, offer another prayer, and
begin the meeting all over again—well,
the least that can be said is that it savors
of dullness on one hand and of egotism
on the other. Either the first part of the
service was unadapted or the preacher was
not “in the Spirit,” and had to exercise
himself to get warmed up. |If the preach-
er is like that, others taking part in the
meeting should be informed and the
preacher should be allowed to have his own
opening service—what’ the use in having
two preliminaries for such sermons as the
majority of us preach?

Have you tried a tithing campaign in
your church? It need not be announced
beforehand, and it need not be made such
a feature as to become offensive while it
is on. But if the average preacher will
send to the Layman Company, Chicago,
and get leaflets and pamphlets for sys-
tematic distribution among his people,
and then will arrange some special refer-
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ences to tithing in his preaching during a
set period of a month or six weeks, he
will witness an improvement in the finances
of his church, and as a rule he will also
witness an advancement in spiritual things;
for tithers seem to have good success in
getting their prayers through.

Have you been reading Joseph Gray’s
articles on “Church Publicity”? We have
heard a good many favorable comments on
them, and our own judgment is that these
articles are filling a very great and long
felt need. How to get the work of the
church before the people of the community
is a problem that in a sense comes first
among the problems of running a success-
ful church.

And here it is December, the last month
of 1935. This is the month when most
of the subscriptions to The
M agazine expire. And always we suffer
some uncertainty and anxiety regarding
the number who intend to renew or who
will remember to do so, even if they did
intend to do it. Please relieve our
anxiety as quickly as possible by sending
along your renewal. Why not do it right
now while you have it on your mind?
And one more question: if The
er’s Magazine has been of service to you,
do you know some brother preacher who
might become a subscriber if you would

Preacher’s

Preach-

mention the matter to him? | think the
permanent subscription list becomes a
little larger with each succeeding year,

but if we had more subscribers we could
make a better magazine. Please help us
out by renewing and seeking new subscrip-
tions.

Christ sent His Spirit, not only to help,
but to lead us on, so that we build better
than we know. We come freely into His
methods; we are made to carry out His
plan. This is the guaranty of an eternal
success.—M. B. Ridd1e.
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EXPOSITORY

EXPOSITORY MESSAGES ON CHRISTIAN
PURITY

Otive M. Winchester
Cleansing from All Sin
(1 John 1:7)

HE Apostle John had a unique

method of expressing truth; cer-

tain key words characterize both
his Gospel and his Epistles, especially the
first epistle. Recurrent through these writ-
ings are the designations of Christian ex-
perience under the captions, life, love and
light. But these designations are not only
used thus, we find the last two given as
the essential nature of God. When the
last is used as definitive of the being of
God, we wonder just what its significance
is. We have some understanding of the
statement that God is a spirit, and we
can comprehend the declaration that God
is love, but when we read that God is light,
we stop to consider and wonder. But
further thought brings out the truth that
here we have expressed the fact that God
exists in moral purity, “Absolutely pure
and self-communicating from His very na-
ture, like the sun in the heavens,” as one
has said, “He is ensphered in holiness.”
When we note this import as contained in
this declaration of the Godhead, we find a
basic fact stated for the holiness of man.

W alking Light

As the condition or prerequisite for the
cleansing from all sin, the apostle specifies
that we must walk in the light. We have
the physical activity of walking used in
Scripture of moral and spiritual activity,
that is, it symbolizes such, and in this
connection indicates “conduct in life, gen-
eral demeanor and deportment, and de-
notes deliberation, pleasure, perseverance
and progress.” We read in the Old Testa-
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ment that Enoch walked with God, that
Noah also walked with God; further we
have the command given to Abraham that
he was to walk before God and be perfect.
Here we have expressed fellowship, and
lying at the basis of that fellowship must
of necessity have been a righteous character.
This is distinctly stated regarding Noabh,
for the Scripture reads, “Noah was a
righteous man, and perfect in his genera-

tions,” then it is added that he walked
with God. In the case of Abraham it is
a requisite commanded.

To walk in the light is to bring the

whole of the conduct of life into harmony
with God’s commandments. The Prophet
Isaiah gives the exhortation to the nation
of Judah in his day, saying, “O house of
Jacob, come ye, and let us walk in the light
of Jehovah.” The background of this
admonition is that the people had forsaken
Jehovah and filled the land with customs
from the East, moreover they had brought
in idols, desecrating their worship; thus
had they disobeyed, so when the exhorta-
tion came to walk in the light it would
give forth the call to return to obedience.

Before there can be this conformity of
life to the commandments of God there
must be the act of faith or belief. Thus
did Jesus speak unto the multitudes at
Jerusalem in his last public discourse,
“While ye have the light, believe on the
light, that ye may become sons of light.”
But when once this act of faith has been
exercised, then comes the transformation
as the Apostle Paul says, “Ye were once
darkness, but now are ye light in the
Lord; walk as children of light (for the
fruit of the light is in all goodness and
righteousness and truth).”

But the Apostle John adds a further
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specification Lo walking in the light, he
states that this conformity to light must
be as God is in the light. Dealing with
this phase the commentator Lange states:
“It is not a gnostic dogma simply required
to be known and understood, but an
ethical principle for the governance of our
walk. Light, as it is the Being of God
(v. 5), so it is also the element of God,
and because it is the Being of God, there-
fore it is also His element, wherein He
dwells and lives. Light must become our
element in order that it may also become
our Being; we must live in Him that He
may more fully live in us, for we are
destined to become partakers of the nature
of God. To strive after resemblance of
God is saying too little. ‘Be ye therefore
perfect, even as your leather which is in
heaven is perfect.” Perfection or compas-
sion is not set down as a foreign and dis-
tant goal, or held up as an ideal rule, but
the experience and enjoyment of the per-
fect compassion of God is to become an
impulse for receiving and appropriating
it, in order that we, in our turn, may ex-
hibit it. As children they are in their
converse with the Father to inhale and
receive what they experience at His hands,
in order that they may have within them-
selves a living fountain, causing in its turn
the streaming forth of divine life, and to
do as the Father doeth. The reference is
not so much to an artificial imitation,
but a following of the Father in filial at-
tachment to Him.”

While we may not agree with Lange in
full in his statements, yet he does give
some helpful suggestions. This much we
note that it is the trend of his thought that
there is an inward transformation of being
if we are to walk in the light as God is in

the light. Being must always lie in behind
doing, if the doing is to be constantly
good. Sporadic goodness in conduct may

be put on as a cloak for a time, but it
cannot persist unless there is the inner
nature in keeping. Thus walking in the
light as defined must touch not only the
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outward, but also enter into the hidden
springs.

Fellowship One With Another

The first resultant expressed of walking
in the light is that it produces Christian
fellowship. There has been some question
as to the special reference in this state-
ment, whether it is fellowship with God
or the fellowship that Christians have one
with another. While there may be some
reason for considering that the purport
may be fellowship with God, yet as one
suggested this would practically be the
same as the previous expression as to
walking in the light, consequently it is
conclusive that the fellowship indicated
relates to that between Christians.

The only valid bond of fellowship is the
inner experience within the heart of man.
While there may be the bond of ecclesi-
astical polity, and there may be the binding
together of similarity of doctrine and
creed, yet these are external in a sense;
they may create certain sympathetic
chords, but they do not unite as harmony
in the spirit and heart, and if this inner
harmony is not present, then the outer
bonds are apt to prove weak and ineffect-
ual.

If there is not the proper Christian fel-
lowship, then there is the indication that a
wrong spirit has crept into the heart of
one or the other of those breaking their
union. We find the writer to the Hebrews,
giving an admonition along this line. He
exhorts, “Follow peace with all men and
holiness without which no man shall see
the Lord,” then he adds, “Looking dili-
gently lest any fail of the grace of God,
lest any root of bitterness springing up
trouble you, and thereby many be de-
filed.” A root of bitterness denotes that
the heart has given entrance to evil and
thereby the inner union with God is broken
which constituted the only means of keep-
ing the heart pure and undefiled. This
root of bitterness in the heart finds ex-
pression in words and actions and many
feel its blighting effects.
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The Apostle John in the epistle from
which our text is taken brings out in an-
other place the truth that walking in the
light produces Christian fellowship when
he says, “He that saith he is in the light
and hateth his brother, is in darkness until
now. He that loveth his brother abideth
in the light, and there is no occasion of
stumbling in him. But he that hateth
his brother is in the darkness, and walk-
eth in the darkness, and knoweth not
whither he goeth, because the darkness
hath blinded his eyes.”

Referring to this passage Lange says,
“To have and to keep this fellowship is
not a light matter; it is the fruit of the
walking in the light, of the fellowship with
God, of a holy life and holy aspirations.
For sin separates, impedes and constantly
destroys that fellowship.”

This emphasis on unity between the
people of God caused the psalmist to muse
with praise:

Behold how good and pleasant it is

For brethren to dwell together in unity!

It is like the precious oil upon the head,

That ran down upon the beard,

Even Aaron’s beard;

That came down upon the skirt of his garments;
Like the dew of Hermon,

That cometh down upon the mountains of Zion:

For there Jehovah commandeth the blessing,
Even life for evermore.

Unity among the people of God has
been the ideal from the days of Hebrew
religion down through the Christian era.
Such a unity cannot be forced, neither can
it be artificial; it must come from inner
springs of life born of a nature that has
felt the transforming power of divine
grace. Outward forms and intellectual
beliefs may bind, but to keep the true
fellowship there must be the inner bond.

The Cleansing Blood
Another resultant from walking in the
light is that there is the continuity of that
cleansing which was experienced as the
soul accepted fully and completely the
light of God as its standard and as the
purifying power within. Cleansing is both

an act and a continuous process, that is,
after there has been the instantaneous act
of cleansing, then there must be the con-
tinual keeping of the heart clean, so the
song writer prays:

“Every day, every hour, let me feel thy

cleansing power.”

There have been different ways of in-
terpreting this present tense which we have
in the Greek here; there has been no dif-
ference in the conclusion that it must de-
note continuity, because that is the integral
significance of the present tense, but there
has been some difference of opinion as to
whom the continuity applied. It has been
asserted that it applies to the group rather
than to the individual, and therefore the
import would be that there is the purify-
ing of one after another. While this is
not impossible, yet it does not appear to
be inherent in the verse or context; the
only argument for it would be the use
of the plural pronouns, but these are nat-
ural; the writer is addressing a community
of people and would thus use the personal
pronoun. We are inclined to feel that its
main reference is to the continuity of that
work wrought in the heart efficiently
through the Holy Spirit and efficaciously
by means of the atoning death of Christ,
that is the cleansing of the heart. There
must needs be not only the act of cleans-
ing which occurs at a definite time, but
also the projection of that act throughout
the whole Christian life that the soul may
remain undefiled.

Tn considering this cleansing we should
note the cleansing subject, the blood of
Jesus Christ, His atoning death. The
forgiveness of our sins comes through this
supreme sacrifice of Christ for us, and so
likewise the cleansing of our hearts; in
fact it was for this inward cleansing and
purifying that the work of redemption was
wrought primarily. As we stand near the
group of people who have come to be
baptized by John the Baptist, we hear
him say, when he lifts his eyes and sees
approaching a person radiant in counten-
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anee and serene in majesty, “Behold the
Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of
the world." In this connection, the word
is singular, as in our verse under discus-
sion, and thereby indicates sin within the
heart, the fountain head of all acts of sin.
There is to be complete cleansing from
every ramification of sin in the being of
man, “all sin."

Speaking on this subject, Rieger (quoted
from Lange) says, “The Bible verse of
the blood of Jesus Christ and its cleans-
ing virtue is a verse for the children of
God, for the children of the Light, and says
to them; your love of the light, your hatred
of darkness with its unfruitful works were
insufficient to warrant your access to God,
your joyous appeal to His love; with these
only your approach of the Light would
have caused you to melt away as wax ex-
posed to the heat of fire; but it is the blood
of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, that is,
God’ sending His Son into the world to
make atonement for your sins, whatever
He did and suffered especially His sacri-
ficial blood-shedding in the voluntary sur-
render of Himself, and His present priestly
appearance before the face of God with
His blood and the treasure of all His merits
contained therein, it is this which must
avail to you. The design of this blood-
shedding was the cleansing of your sins:
and thus we find it declared in the gospel,
for our use in penitence and faith; thus
was it sprinkled over us in holy baptism;
and thus the Holy Ghost applies it in our
daily renovation, bestowing upon us the
double benefit of the forgiveness of our
sins and the cleansing from all unright-
eousness. At every motion of sin in our
conscience or in our members, we may,
under the influence of the Spirit, apply to
this blood and its cleansing virtue, and thus
prevent the calling into question or the
sundering of our fellowship with God, and
that in the power of the high-priesthood
of Christ we may ever become and remain
nearer to God.”

@)
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In this passage as cited, we feel that in
the last part the correct view would be
that it is upon every temptation to sin we
may apply to the cleansing blood. The
writer says upon every motion of sin; this
would seem to indicate that he did not feel
that all sin might be removed from the
heart; with this we do not agree; we be-
lieve that the blood cleanseth from all sin.
Otherwise the thoughts of the writer are
most excellent, and indicate to us the fact
that it is the atoning work of Christ that
effects our redemption in saving from sin.

Thus do we see the supreme privilege of
the Christian; he may walk in the light as
God is in the light, that is, he may have a
nature pure from sin, and this gives him a
true bond of fellowship with his fellowman
and the blood of Christ ever avails to keep
his heart pure and clean. The words of a
hymn may thereupon come to be a blessed
reality in our lives.

Walk in the light! so shalt thou know
That fellowship of love

His Spirit only can bestow
Who reigns in light above.

Walk in the light! and thou shalt find
Thy heart made truly His

Wrho dwells in cloudless light enshrined,
In whom no darkness is.

Walk in the light! and thou shalt own
Thy darkness passed away.

Because that light hath on thee shone
In which is perfect day.

Walk in the light! and e’en the tomb
No fearful shade shall wear;

Glory shall chase away its gloom,
For Christ hath conquered there.

Christ’s divinity accounts for His exaltation to
the right hand of God, justifies the worship of
angels and the confidence of mankind. It makes
clear His right to the throne of the universe, and
enables the mind to wunderstand why He is
exalted in providence, in grace, and in judgment.
It is the unifying truth that harmonizes all other
teachings of Christianity, and renders the entire
system symmetrical and complete.—G. C.

mer.
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DOCTRINAL

THE WITNESS OF THE SPIRIT
A. M. Hills
“The Spirit itself beareth witness with our
spirit, that we are the children of God” (Rom.

8:16).
M in divine things, are not duly con-
firmed in their faith, and at rest about
their sonship. They consequently suffer a great
loss. They are ignorant of the abounding com-
forts of the gospel. They lack the stimulus and
spiritual uplift which a firm persuasion of their
personal salvation might afford. It is well for
us at times to canvass this subject thoroughly,
for the comfort and nourishment it may afford
for our hearts.

Oftentimes in the Roman empire a very talent-
ed slave would be given his liberty, and not
infrequently would be adopted as son and heir
by his old-time master. Sometimes these adopted
slaves outshone their benefactors, and made an
enduring name for themselves. It was a wonder-
ful *transition from servitude to liberty, from
degradation to exaltation, from humiliation to
honor, from hopeless poverty to ample wealth,
from disgrace to dignity, from the cramped con-
ditions of servitude to the privileges of sonship,
from indigence and ignominy to the inheritance
of a noble name and an honorable estate. But
what if the unfortunate slave did not know it!
He would still be bowed down in thought,
crushed in feeling, and blighted in hope.

Precisely so do God's adopted children, once
Satan's slaves, need the blessing of assurance.
Nothing can compensate for a lack of the sacred
witness that they are “sons of God,” “heirs of
God, and joint heirs with Jesus Christ to an eter-
nal inheritance, undefiled, and that fadeth not
away." If we are really of the divine family we
need to know it, both for our own sakes and
also for the sake of our larger and more salutary
influence upon others. All the love and joy and
peace of a Christian heart spring from a knowl-
edge of salvation.

The Scriptures everywhere assert that such as-
surance is attainable. They abound with

ANY dear children of God, uninstructed

ex-
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amples of those who lived in the enjoyment of it.

“Abel . had witness borne to him that he
was righteous, God bearing witness” (Heb. 11:4,
R. V.). “Before his translation, Enoch . . had

witness borne lo him that ... he had been well-
pleasing unto God" (11:5, R. V.). Amidst fearful
trials and the most distressing circumstances Job
was enabled to say, “But as for me, | know
that my Redeemer liveth” (Job 19:25). David,
from the depths of his sin and shame, was enabled
lo say, “And thou forgavest the iniquity of my
(Psa. 32:5). “Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and forget not all his benefits: who forgiveth all
thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases”
(Psa. 103:2, 3). Somehow he had heard from
the skies about it, and was very sure.

sin”

Hezekiah was in great trouble, and cried to
God and got an answer from heaven. In grati-
tude he put on record these words: “Thou hast
in love to my soul, delivered it from the pit of
corruption; for thou has cast all my sins behind
thy back” (Isa. 38:17). Isaiah himself got a
message from heaven. "Lo, thine iniquity is taken
away, and thy sin purged” (6:7). God sent the
angel Gabriel all the way from the court of glory
to say to Daniel, “I am come to shew thee; for
thou art greatly beloved” (9:23).

1 was not otherwise in the New Testament
dispensation. Sinners were suddenly forgiven, and
they immediately received joy for mourning, the
garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness.
“They took their food with gladness.” “There
was much joy in the city,” after a revival. “They
went on their way rejoicing,” “And rejoiced
greatly.” St. Paul could say, “I know whom 1
have believed, and | am persuaded that he is able
to keep that which | have committed unto him
against that day" (2 Tim. 1:12). St. John could
say, “We know that we know him"; “We know
that we are in him"; “We know that we have
passed from death unto life”; “Now are we the
sons of God"; “We know that we are of the
truth”; “We know that he abideth in us”; “We
know that we dwell in him”; “We know
that he heareth us”; “We know that we are of
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God.” “We may know him that is true” (First
Epistle).

If the
surance, he should exchange his present expe-
rience for a better kind.

reader of these lines has no such as-

The following texts will furnish us material
out of which to frame an answer: “For ye received
not the spirit of bondage again unto fear; but
ye received the spirit of adoption whereby we
cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit himself bearcth
witness with our spirit that we are children of
God” (Rom. 8:15, 16, R. V.). “God sent forth
his Son, born of a woman, born under the law,
that he might redeem them which were under
the law, that we might receive the adoption of
sons. And because ye are sons, God hath sent
forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, cry-
ing, Abba, Father” (Gal. 4:6).

The truth, then, seems to be this: there is a
twofold witness. The children of God have the
witness of their own hearts that they are right
with God; and added to this, they have the in-
ward witness of the Holy Spirit to their adoption
and sonship. The Holy Spirit “bears witness
with” the human spirit. From this joint testi-
mony there flows a comfortable persuasion or
conviction of present acceptance with God, and
a sweet hope of future and eternal glory. These
fellow witnesses agree; and their united testimony
makes an impression that is quite satisfying to
the soul.

I. Consider the Witness Holy Spirit

Various theologians have tried, seemingly, to
belittle this great work and explain it away, or
rob it of its worth.

1. For example, it has been held “that the
testimony which the Holy Spirit bears to our
adoption consists alone in the moral effects which
He produces within us.” “I know that | believe
in Christ; therefore 1 know that | shall obtain
everlasting life.” This is unsound and unscriptural.

2. Another opinion is that there is but one
witness, the Holy Spirit acting concurrently with
our own spirit. “The Spirit of God,” said Bishop
Hull, “produces those graces in us which are the
evidences of our adoption. He illuminates our
understanding and assists our memory in discov-
ering and recollecting those arguments of comfort
and hope within ourselves . and from them
drawing the comfortable conclusion that ‘we arc
the sons of God'” With this notion is generally
connected that of the entire imperceptibility of

of the

the Spirit’s operations as distinguished from the
operations of our own mind. It, too, is unscrip-
tural in that it practically denies that the Holy
Spirit can speak directly to the soul.
Others teach that the Holy Spirit can bear
testimony to the soul of its acceptance
with God but that this is only the privilege of a
very few elect souls, the pets of God.

direct

All of the”e views, and others that might be
named, fall short of the manifest teaching of the
inspired Word.

4. The Bible teaches that the witness of the
Divine Spirit consists in “A communication made
by the Holy Ghost to the believer’s mind of the
fact that his sins are forgiven, that he is recon-
ciled to God, and that the filial relation, which
was destroyed by disobedience, is now' restored
by grace through faith.” Some have regarded
John Wesley’s definition as the best ever written
by an uninspired hand: “By the testimony of the
Spirit | mean an inward impression on the soul,
whereby the Spirit of God immediately and di-
rectly witnesses to my spirit that | am a child
of God, that Jesus Christ hath loved me and
given Himself for me, that all my sins are blot-
ted out, and I. even I, am reconciled to God.”
This is an excellent definiton as far as it goes;
but it is not complete, as we shall hereafter
show.

Quite similar is Dr. Hannah's definiton, who
writes: “The witness of the Spirit is that which
directly ascertains (affirms) to us the blessing of
our acceptance w'ith God, and which, impressing
on our own hearts a sense of His fraternal love
toward us in Christ Jesus, creates within us that
great element and principle of the new nature—
love to Him in return.” The latter part of this
definition describes the result of the witness of
the Spirit, rather than the witness itself.

Other scriptures than those above quoted de-
scribe this Witness: “We received not the spirit
of the world but the Spirit which is from God,
that we might know' the things that were freely
given to us of God” (I Cor. 2, 12, R. V.). lIsaiah
12:2, “Behold, Gcd is my salvation; | will trust
and not be afraid; for Jehovah, even Jehovah,
is my strength and song; and he is become my

salvation.” Both passages imply a Divine wit-
ness.
“The Spirit himself beareth WITNESS with

our spiiits that we are children of God” (Rom.
8:16, R. V.). Now, a witness is not an inferential
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not a process of conjecture,
distinctly given.

deduction of logic,
but an implicit testimony,

Moreover, the Spirit witnesses often to what
takes place only in the mind of God, not in
ourselves. The forgiveness of our sins is some-
thing that God does not do in us, but for us in
His own We need to know it, and it is
one of “the deep things of God," that can be
known directly only by the supernatural com-
munication of His Spirit. There are things that we
cannot find out by the use of our reason or the
evidence of our senses; “but unto us God revealed
them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searcheth
all things, yea, the deep things of God” (1 Cor.
2:9. 10).

We know there are some great theologians who
deny this as to their own experience. Dr. Chal-
mers said that he could not, without making
his doctrine outstrip his own experience, vouch
for any other intimation of the Spirit of God
than that which He gives in the act of making
the Word of God and the state of our own hearts
clear to us. But, on the other hand, there are
multitudes who can say from their own experience
with Dr. Watts, “There is an extraordinary wit-
ness of the Spirit when, in an immediate and
powerful manner. He impresses the soul with an
assurance of divine love, and gives the heart ol
the saint a full discover) of his adoption, without
the more slow and argumentative method of
comparing the dispositions of their souls with
some special characters of the children of God
in Scripture.” Just as Jesus when on earth said
to the penitent with His own dear lips, “Thy
sins are forgiven thee,” so now He gives the same
sweet assurance to believing sinners, through His
representative, the Holy Spirit. Only thus can
we know immediately, by this direct testimony
of the Spirit, that God has forgiven us and adopt-
ed us. Nothing but this can make our joy of
sonship simultaneous with its existence. Other-
wise we should be compelled to wait a long time
for the evidence of experience in sad uncertainty
as to whether Christ had forgiven us, and God
had received us or not.

iieart.

Il. Let Us Now Consider the W itness ok Oor

Own Spirit

What is that? Wesley defined it as “a con-
sciousness of our having received, in and by the
Spirit of adoption, the tempers mentioned in the
Word of God as belonging to His adopted chil-
dren; a consciousness that we are inwardly con-
formed, by the Spirit ot God, to the image of

(10)

His Son, and that we walk before Him in justice,
mercy, and truth, doing the things that are pleas-
ing in His sight.” “It is nearly, if not exactly,
the same with the testimony of a good conscience
toward God; and is the result of reason and
reflection on what we feel in our souls.
Strictly speaking, it is a conclusion drawn partly
f om the Word of God, and partly from our own
experience. The Word of God says everyone
who ”“has the fruit of the Spirit is a child of
God; experience or inward consciousness tells
me that | have the truit of the Spirit; and hence
| rationally conclude that therefore I am a child
of God"

Dr. Hannah puts it in similar words thus:
“The witness of our spirit is that rational infer-
ence which, proceeding from a careful examina-
tion of the Scriptural marks of the children of
God, and a satisfactory persuasion that these
marks are produced in us by the presence and
agency of the Holy Spirit, confirms us in the
grateful conclusion that we are the children of
God.”

own

(To he concluded I

DR. BRESEE ON THE PREACHER AND
HiS BOOKS

OME years ago a lIriencl invited me to go

with him to hear an address by Dr. P. F.

Rresee. The doctor spoke to a group of
preachers on “The Preacher and His Books."
I have always been grateful frr the man's In
vitation, and especially for the address. | re-
membered some points of the address, but a
few months ago 1 found rather complete notes
en the same.

The subject was, “The Preacher and His
Books," the points were four: 1. Passion; II.
Preparation; IIl. Perseverance; IV. Preaching.
I. Passion

thirst after
thirst

To he filled with a hunger and
God is to be tilled with a hunger and
after God's Word.

A man wants to be useful. Who wants to
amount to nothing more than a ’hill of beans”?

God has said, “I will burst
glory." The preacher is the
whom God must burst.

A passion for the Word of God that gets into
it and gets il (the Word of God) into us.

(Continued on !>ni\e twenty-seven)

through you in
medium through
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HOMILETICAL

PRAYERMEETING SUGGESTIONS FOR
DECEMBER

Lewis T. Coriett
The History of Faith
(Acts 27:21-44)
(vs. 23. 24)

1. The Foundation of Faitii

1. The Person of God.
2. The Presence of God.

Il. Tiie Testimony Orf Faith (v. 25)
1. Confidence.
2. Praise.
IIl. The Test oe Faith (y. 20)
IV. The Endurance of Faitii (vs. 27-33)
V. The Word of Faitii (v. 34)

VI. The Fruit of Faith (vs. 43, 44a)
1 Guidance.
2. Safety.

VIlI. The Triumph of Faitii (v. 44b)

Knowing God— Doing Exploits
(Daniel 11:32)

The Importance of Knowing God

1. His holiness (Psa. 30:4; 47:8).

2. His greatness (Psa. 48:1; 147:5).

3. His love (Jer. 31:3; Eph. 2:4).

4. His power (Psa. 62:11; Rom. 1:16).
5. His peace (Psa. 110:65; Phil. 4:6-0).
How
1. By receiving a

17:3).

to Know God

new life (John

N

2:16; Eph. 4:23).

3. By going through new experiences (Rom.

5:1-5).

4. By a new purpose to follow on to know
Him (llos. 6:3; Phil. 3:7-10).

5. By meditation upon His Wecrd ' (Psa.

110:130; 2 Tim. 2:15).
6. By seeking His grace
1:15-10; Col. 1:0).

in prayer

7. By reliance on the Holy Spirit (John

6:45; 16:13).
IIl. The Results of Knowing God

1 Love for Him (Rom. 5:8; 1 John 4:7.
s. 10).

2. Joy and peace in Him (Psa. 16:11;
Rom. 15:13).

3. Strength for every task (Dan. 11:32;
2 Cor. 12:0).

(ID

3:3;

By receiving the mind of Christ (1 Cor.

(Eph.

ook~ wN

I

4. Ability to do exploits (Dan.
6:10-13).

5. Becoming more than conquerors (Rom.
8:37; 2 Cor. 2:14).

11:32; Eph.

- -Selected.

The Prayer of Jabez
(1 Chronicles 4:0, 10)

The Direction of his prayer "Called on the
God of Israel.”

His Desire—“0Oh, that thou wouldst bless me.”

His Dissatisfaction—“Enlarge my coasts.”

His Defense—"Thine hand might be with me."”

His Deliverance—“Keep me from evil.”

His Delight—“God granted his request.”
— Selected.
Chosen, Chastened, Crowned
Chosen
1. “I have chosen you” (John 15:16).

2. “Out of the world” (John 15:10).
3. Chosen in Christ (Eph. 1:4).

4. "I know whom 1 have chosen” (John
13:18).

5. Chosen in the furnace of affliction (Isa.
48:10).

Chastened

1. "Whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth”

(Heb. 12:6).

2. “Blessed is the man whom the Lord
chasteneth” (Psa. 94:12).

3. “Happy is the man whom the Lord
chasteneth” (Job 5:17).

4. A father chastens the son (Heb. 12:7).

5. No chastening—not sons (Heb. 12:8).

Crowned

1. “If we suffer, we shall also reign” (2 Tim.

2:12).
2. “Faithful unto death”—*"a crown of life”
(Rev. 2:10).
— Selected.
Prayer
(James 5)
Individual Prayer—“Let him pray” (v. 13).
United Prayer—“Let them pray" (v. 14).
Believing Prayer—“The prayer of faith” (v.

15).
Intercessory Prayer—“Pray one for another”
(v. 16).
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5.

6.

~ ©

VI.

Fervent Prayer- -“The effectual fervent prayer”
(v. 16).

Definite Prayer—‘That it might not rain”
(v. 17).

Effectual Prayer—“He prayed again and the
heavens gave rain” (v. 1S).

— Selected.

Eternal Life
(1 John)

Eternal Life was with the Father (1:2).

Eternal Life was promised by the Father
(2:25).

Eternal Life was manifested by the Son (1:2).

Eternal Life is in God’s Son (5:11; 4:0;
5:20).

Eternal Life is a Free Gift (5:11, 12).

Eternal Life is Certain (5:13).

Eternal Life is Limited (5:11; 3:15).

— Selected.

The Savior’s Birth
(Luke 2:8-20)
The Tidings to the Shepherds (vs. S-”)
1. The vigil (v. 8).
2. The vision (v. 9).
3. The voice (v. 10).
4. The victor (v. 11).

The Token to the Shepherds (vs. 12-16).
1. The designation (v. 12).

2. The demonstration (vs. 13, 14).

3. The decision (v. 15).

4. The discovery (v. 16).

The Testimony of the Shepherds (vs.

17-20).
1. The proclamation (vs. 17, 18).
2. The pondering (v. 19).
3. The praise (v. 20).

— Selected.

The Shepherd Psalm
(Psalm 23)

Divine Shepherd—“The Lord is my Shep-
herd.”

Divine Rest—“He maketh me to lie down.”
Divine Sustenance—“He maketh me to
lie down in green pastures.”

Divine Leadership- -“He leadeth me.”

1. In paths of peace.

2. In paths of joy.

3. In paths of light.

4. In paths of righteousness.

Divine Restoration—"“He restoreth my
soul.”

Divine Presence—“For thou art with me.”
1 We will fear no evil.

2. We will be protected.
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3. We will be comforted.
4. We will be sustained.

VII. Divine Anointing—“Thou anointest my
head with oil.”

VIIl. Divine Overflow—“My cup runneth over.”

IX. Divine Assurance—“Surely goodness and
mercy shall follow me.”

X. Divine Habitations—“l will dwrll in the
shouse of the Lord forever.”

— Selected.

Our Salvation
(Titus 2:11)
I. The Plight of Man
1. Blinded by Satan (2 Cor. 4:4).
2. Ensnared by Satan (2 Tim. 2:26).
3. Turned aside by Satan (1 Tim. 5:15).
Il. Tiie Promptness of Christ
1. In due time—God’s time (Rom. 5:6).
2. In fullness of time (Gal. 4:4).
3. In fulfillment of prophecy (Matt. 1:22,

23).
Hi. The Passion of Christ
1. Bruised by Jehovah—not man (lsa.
53:10).

Delivered for our offenses (Rom. 4:24).
Died for our sins (1 Cor. 15:3).

he Power of Christ

Highly exalted by God (Phil. 2:9).
Given all authority (Matt. 2S:18).
Able to save to the uttermost (Heb.
7:25).

wrn e d e

— Selected.

Paul’s Gospel
(Romans 2:16)
f. A Supernatural Gospel (Gal 1:11, 12;
2 Tim. 1:10).
II. A Universal M essage (ACtS 17:30, 31;
Rom. 2:16).
Ill. Produces Supernatural Results
1. Salvation (Rom. 1:16; Heb. 7:25).
2. Satisfaction (Rom. 5:1-5; Phil. 4:6, 7).
3. Steadfastness (Rom. 16:25; Eph. 3:16,
17).
4. Victory (2 Cor. 2:14; 2 Tim. 4:7, 8).
IV. Gives Supernatural Hope (Rom. 15:13;
Titus 2:13).

— Selected.

You never get to the end of Christ's words.
There is something in them always behind. They
pass into proverbs—they pass into laws—they
pass into doctrines—they pass into consolations;
but they never pass away, and, after all the
use that is made of them they are still not ex-
hausted.—D fan Stantey.
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A CHRISTMAS SERMON
P. S. Hin

Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see
this thing which is come to pass (Luke 2:15).

The shepherds were among lhe first to step
from tlie OIld to the New Testament. This
text expresses the step taken by the Jews, and
by the world, in advancing to the New' Testa-
ment order. They moved from Moses to Christ.

There is an expectancy all through the OId
Testament. It points with the fingers of type,
religious rite and prophecy to Christ and the
New Testament. This expectancy the shepherds
found fulfilled in Christ of Bethlehem. How
necessary that they take the step, and go to
Bethlehem. They “found him of whom Moses
in the law, and the prophets did write.”

They found the Son of God incarnate. The
birth  of Jesus accomplished the incarnation.
The incarnation is complete. It is not a little of
God coming to a little of man, but all of God
coming to all of man. God joined to the human
race, the seed of Abraham. In Him dwelt all the
fullness of the Godhead bodily.

They found a sinless one.
He has merit to

Holy and harmless
redeem all the guilty.

They found the Savior of the world. One
whose blood could save and sanctify wholly.

They found One whose power to save has been
proved a thousand times.

Christ must not be hidden nor
with program and holiday spirit. The world
needs Christ and New Testament Christianity.
"Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see
this thing which is come to pass.”

covered over

PRAYER MEDITATIONS FOR PREACHERS
Prayer—Meditation— Temptation

A. H. Eggleston

Martin Luther said it takes three things to

make a divine: Prayer, Meditation and Tempta-
tion.

Therefore while on the subject of prayer, we
will take time to consider meditation and»temp-
tation as related to prayer.

We cannot meditate aright until we have
prayed. Neither can we properly pray unless wc
have first meditated.

"Meditate upon these things"

We will consider:

1 The Benefits of Meditation; II.
of Temptation.

1 Tim. 4:15).

The Benefits

1. The
1. Meditation quiets the spirit.

Benefits of M editation

“Be still, and know that | am God” (Psa.
46:10).

Meditation corrects our perspective.

The vision is clarified and renewed.
"“Don't lose the vision.”
Meditation is conducive oj patience.

We think better of people and conditions
after we have quietly meditated.

4. Meditation stimulates love to God and man.
While in quiet meditation, fresh realizations
of God’ goodness to us, burst in upon us,
and our love to God is rekindled, and our
hearts are enlarged to love with more Chris-
likeness the men for whom Christ died.

5. Meditation broadens our sympathies.

Our hearts are enlarged to take in the un-
fortunate, the downtrodden, the outcast,
yea to take in at once the entire world for
His dear sake.

£ Meditation will increase our compassion.
We will learn not to look upon men and
women and children with unconcern and in-
difference. Rather, as we meet them and
see them passing to and fro, we will feel as
Christ felt, Who, “when he saw the multi-
tudes, he was moved with compassion on
them, because they fainted, [were tired and
lay down—margin], and were scattered
abroad, as sheep having no shepherd”
(Matt. 9:36). We will “weep o’er the
erring one.”

7. Meditation will purify.

The base, the lowl the unimportant will slip
away into the outer darkness as we medi-
tate, leaving the worth while, the pure,
the holy with us.

8. Meditation opens the heart to God.

The things of earth lose their charm, while
the heart opens to hold communion and
fellowship with God.

Conclusion — “Finally, brethren, whatsoever
things are true, whatsoever things are honest,
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are
pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever
things are of good report; if there be any vir-

tue, and if there be any praise, think on these
things” (Phil. 4:8).
Il. The Benefits of Temptation

Prov. 17:3; 2 Chron. 32:31; 1 Peter 16, 7

4:12, 13; Psa. 139:23, 24; Job 23:10.

1. Temptation crucifies pride.
We do not think so well of ourselves as the



fires of temptation begin to burn about us.
Nay, we hate thoughts of self-glory.

2. Temptation begets humility.
We get low at Jesus’ feet in dust and ashes.

3. Temptation evokes tenderness of spirit.
Our hearts are tendered and softened and
broken as we wait upon Him.

4. Temptation disrobes the soul of the cheap,
the shallow, the tawdry, the false.
These things are dropped without ado.

5. Temptation reveals afresh to its, our utter
dependence upon God.

We are not sufficient in ourselves.

6. Temptation begets intense searchings of
heart, after all the will of God, known and
unknown.

Deepest hungerings and thirstings after Him
are created. Anything, anyway to gain His
fullest approval.

7. Any controversies with God or questionable
practices become settled.

They are gladly and willingly settled.

X Temptation purifies and deepens our de-
votement to God.

The roots of our spiritual nature strike more
deeply into the Rock Christ Jesus.

THE HOLY SPIRIT

Wiltliam

The Holy Spirit is the third person of the

blessed Trinity. Christ speaks of him as “an-

other Comforter" (John 14:16). Personal pro-

nouns are used of the Holy Spirit which reveals

His personality (John 14:16, 17; John 15:26;
Romans S:26, 27; 1 Cor. 12:11).

Goosey

I. He Has a Human Voice

“The Holy Spirit said” (Acts 13:2.

“Maketh (Rom. 8:26).

The Attributes of the Holy Spirit.

The Bible is the Word of the living God, being
God-breathed, reveals the fact that the Author
is omniscient—all seeing (Eph. 1:4). “Chosen
us in him before the foundation of the world”
(Heb. 4:12, 13). “But all things are naked and
opened unto the eyes of him with W'hom we have

intercession”

to do” (lsa. 46:0, 10; Psa. 139; Eph. 1:10, 11;
Prov. 3:10; Rom. 2:33-36; Rom. 16:27). The
Word of God reveals the fact that the Author

reveals His will, and who works all things after
the counsel of his own will has a purpose and

(14)
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plan for the life of every believer, which He
fulfills by His Word and Spirit as we yield to
Him. He is omnipotent and omnipresent, all
powerful and everywhere present (Psalm 139:7-
13; Heb. 9:14).

Il. He Is Called God

Compare lIsa. 6: 8, 9 with Acts 28:25, 26; Jer.
31:33-3.6, “Saith the Lord” with Heb. 10:15, 16,
“the Holy Ghost is a witness unto me.” Also
compare 2 Cor. 3:18 with Acts 5:3, 4, “lie to the
Holy Ghost . . . thou hast lied unto God.”

He is the author of the new birth (John 3:3,

5 6). “Born of God” (1 John 5:4). “Born of
God” (1 John 5:1). “Born of God” (1 John
4:7; 1:13).
IH. He Inspired the W riters of the Scrip-
tures
“Given by inspiration” (2 Tim. 3:16).
“Were moved [carried alongl by the Holy
Ghost” (2 Peter 1:21).
IV. He Is the Source of Divine Wisdom
“Wisdom given by the Holy Spirit (1 Cor.

12:8-11).
“Teach you all things” (John 14:26).
“He will guide you” (John 16:13).

“Spirit of wisdom” (lsa. 11:2). See also Acts
11:15, 16).

V. He Is the Source of Miraculous Power

“Cast out devils by the spirit” (Matt. 12:28).

“Cast out devils by the finger of God”
11:15, 16; Rom. 15:19).

(Acts

VI. He Appoints and Sends M inisters

“Separate me Barnabas” (Acts 13:2-4).

“Send forth labourers” (Matt. 9:38).

“Holy Ghost hath made you overseers”
20:28).

“Send | you” (Acts 20:23; John 20:21).

True ministers are God-called and God-sent,
and not man-made. All of our educational
institutions, as great as they are, cannot
furnish the qualifications of a minister. The

ministry rests upon a divine call.

(Acts

VIlI. He Directs the Gospel Ministry
“Forbidden by the Holy Ghost” (Acts 16:6).
“Spirit suffered them not” (Acts 16:7).
“Had called us” (Acts 16:10).

“Shall guide you” (John 16:13).
VIII. He With

“Shall be with you” (John 14:17).

“Shall be in you” (John 14:17).

1 Cor. 3:16; 6:19; 14:25.

Dwells Believers
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IX. He 1s

the

tiie Sanctifier of the Church—

Body of Christ
“Sanctify and cleanse it . nut having spot
or wrinkle” (Eph. 5:26, 27).

There are four things to be considered in these
verses (Matt. 13:45, 46).

1. The merchant man—Christ.

2. Seeking goodly pearls— Christ seeking the
Church.

3. Sells all he has—Christ's sacrificial
on the cross.

death

4. He buys the Pearl—Our Lord Jesus Christ
is the buyer at the awful cost of His
precious blood (see 1 Peter 1:18).

And is now preparing it for presentation
(Eph. 5:25-27).

The Pear] of great price

but the Church.

is not the Christ,

X. He

“Shall show it unto you.”
them to you (John 16:14).

“But God hath revealed them unto us by his
Spirit" (1 Cor. 2:10).

The unseen things of God are undiscoverable

by the natural man—man in his sinful state

frame of mind.

Reveals the Scriptures

That is, reveal

and

Xl. The Emblems of the Holy Spirit
1. Water
"Living water” (John 4:10).
“The w'ater that 1 shall
thirst” (John 4:14).
"And did all drink the same spiritual drink”
(1 Cor. 10:2-4).
W ater Sets Forth:
a. Cleansing (Eph. 5:26, 27).
b. Refreshing (Psalm 46:4; lsa. 41:17, 18).
c. Free (Isa. 55:1; John 4:14; Rev. 22:17).

give . never

2. Fire.
“With fire” (Matt. 3:11).
“Lamps of fire.” The sevenfold power of
the Spirit (Rev. 4:5).
"As of fire" (Acts 2:3).

“Is not my word like as a fire?” (Jcr.
23:29).

“They are spirit and they are life” (John
6:03).

1. Character of Fire.
a. llluminating (Exod. 13:21; Psalm

78:14).
b. Purifying (lsa. 4:4; Mai. 3:2, 3).

(15)
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c. Searching (Zeph. 1:12; 1 Cor. 2:10).
<L Powerful and destructive.
2. Wind.
a. Powerful (1 Kings 10:11).
b. Reviving (Ezek. 37:0).
c. Independent (John 3:8; 1 Cor. 12:

11).
3. Oil
"Oil of gladness” (Psalm 45:7). Let us remem-
ber that in the OIld Testament, those who were
called to the ministerial office, and publicly set
apart, were anointed with oil. As we have said

before, “the qualifications of a minister rest up-
on a divine call.”

XIl. The Holy Spirit CRKATKS AND GjvES LIKE

“The Spirit of God hath made me . . given
me life” (Job 33:4).

"The Spirit of God” the Holv Spirit (Gen.
1:2).

“Let us make man” (Gen. 1:26).

“Breathed into his nostrils the breath of life”
(Gen. 2:7).

"By his spirit he hath garnished the heavens”
(Job 26:13).

The personality and deity of the Holy Spirit
appears from the attributes ascribed to Him.

XIIl. He Strives with Sinners
“My spirit shall not always strive with man”
(Gen. 6:3).
"He will reprove the world of sin”—convict
(John 16:8).
XIV. He Can Be Vexed
“And vexed his Holy Spirit” (Isa. 63:10).
“And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God”
(Eph. 4:30).
XV. He Can Be Tempted
“To tempt the Spirit of the Lord” (Acts 5:0).
“Why tempt ye God”—God forbids that we
should tempt the Spirit (Acts 15:10).
KINGSTON, NEW YORK

Thou must be true thyself,
If thou the truth wouldst teach;
Thy soul must overflow, if thou
Another's soul wouldst reach.
Think truly, and thy thoughts
Shall the world's famine feed,
Speak truly, and each word of thine
Shall be a fruitful seed;
Live truly, and thy life shall be
A great anil noble creed.
---SELECTED.
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PRACTICAL

EVIDENCES OF CHRISTIANITY

Basil Miller

Chapter

Links with the Past—from the Present to the
Early Fathers

HRISTIANITY is one of the many re-
‘ ligions of the world, and well-known
facts exist to prove that it has existed since,

as the Bible says, the birth of Christ. All the
New Testament has existed since the end of the
first century after Jesus was born. The books
of the OIld Testament were made a part of the
Jewish Canon of Scripture from the time of
Ezra to Ben Sirach (B.C. 444-c. 200). History
and archa'ology, the science which deals with
the unearthing of the past records of cities and
nations, faithfully corroborate the records of the
Bilile from the days of Paul back to the flood
and to the creation. Modern science also sub-
stantiates the first chapter of Genesis in that it
agrees with the process of creation in the ap-
pearing of the different animals and forms of
life culminating in man.

1l Great Preachers Link US with the Past

From the present to the time of the early fa-
thers of the fourth and fifth centuries after the
founding of Christianity there is a mighty suc-
cession of masterful preachers of the Word of
the Lord. Great denominations with their doc-
trines, polities, bishops, and organizations also
form an unbreakable chain with the past. Creeds,
doctrines and dogmas afford a sure foundation
for our belief in the continuity of Christianity
from the present to the early days of the Church.
The sermons of ministers are now filling libraries,
and can be purchased from any publisher that
form an endless chain from the twentieth century
back to the first and second centuries. We are
certain that Christianity is not the result of any
form of priestly actions during any age or per-
iod. The records are authentic and genuine.
History corroborates the truth of the existence of
the Christian religion and of the Bible from

the days of the apostles to the present time.

1 American ministers—D. L. Moody was one

of the mightiest preachers of righteousness of any
age. Thousands have been led to the Master
through his preaching. From one nation to
another he proclaimed the power of the saving
gospel of God. T. Dewitt Talmage by his spoken
tracts, papers
and by faith
many came to the cross to accept salvation by
faith. For vyears Phillips Brooks declared the
saving grace of God. No man of his age was
a greater force for righteousness than he. How
the hearts of thousands thrill at the mention of
the name of Henry Ward Beecher, the eloquent
Congregational divine. The fire of personal purity
burned through his soul and stirred many to a
realization of the power of the gospel. This
mighty orator lighted the hearts of downcast
and disconsolate ones. Charles G. Finney, the
masterful president of Oberlin College—whose
biography has been left us by our own divine,
that mighty trainer of missionaries, that prophet
of the cross and wielder of the pen. Dr. A. M.
Hills—that flaming evangelist of the world, the
leader of one of America’s most far-reaching
revivals of personal religion, gave his soul and
life for the proclamation of this gospel for which
thousands would die, and for which two hun-
dred million have sealed their testimony with
their blood.

messages and printed sermons in

and books has reached millions,

What a host of ministers have labored for the
salvation of America in the past centuries! In
review passes before us a cloud of divinely in-
spired and unctionized witnesses for Christ.
Lyman Beecher (1775-1853). a master of pulpit
style; Timothy Dwight (1752-1817), a great
preacher and president of Yale; Jonathan Ed-
wards (1703-1758), who could preach on the

last judgment and sinners would hold onto
their seats for fear of falling into hell, whose
sermon on “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry
God” is the supreme one that has yet been
preached on hell and the judgment; Cotton and
Increase Mather (1663-1728 and 1639-1723) ;
Roger Williams (1607-1683); and John Eliot,

(16)
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the apostle to the Indians, are all master preach-
ers who form links in the endless chain of time
connecting us with the apostolic age.

2. English divines—God has not been with-

out prophets in other lands. Across the ocean
were Dr. Matlaren, the king of Bible expositors;
Charles H. Spurgeon (1834-1802), whose sermons

have had a greater sale than those of any other

preacher; Joseph Parker of London Temple, the
defender of orthodoxy; Canon Liddon (1820-
1800); Dr. Newman (1801-1800); Thomas Chal-

mers (1780-1847); Robert Hall (1764-1831), one
of England’s leading masters of pulpit discourse;
John Wesley (1703-1701), the founder of Meth-
odism, a prophet crying in the wilderness of the

world, “Make straight the paths of the Lord,”
greater than whom no minister has ever been;
George Whitefield (1714-1770). the eloquent

orator of the Wesleyan revival, who spoke to as
high as eighteen thousand auditors, who by
speaking the word Mesopotamia could bring
tears to the eyes of his hearers, whose power and
ability were such that often as many as five
hundred would fall to the ground as the slain of
the Lord, a lighter of sin, and a soul full of the
Holy Spirit and power; lsaac Watts (1674-1748).
the song writer of the early Methodist Church;
Bishop Butler (1602-1752), the author of Analogy
af Natural and Revealed Religion, an authority
at the present on Christian Evidences; Matthew
Henry (1662-1714), whose Commentary on the
Bible is still the accepted Commentary of many
denominations.

3. French divines—France has contributed to
the work of the Master many defenders of “the
faith once delivered to the saints.” Massillon
(1003-1742), an eloquent minister; Fenelon
(1651-1715), whose writings at the present furnish
thought and encouragement to ministers; Bous-
suet (1027-1704), the preacher, fiery in
emotions, deep in experience and a master of
pulpit style; and a galaxy of other leaders have
given their souls—the very fibre of their be-
ings—that the “faith of the fathers” might stand
the test of the ages. Beyond doubt there is a
reality to the experience of Christianity. It is
supernatural, or else how could such princes of
the pulpit have developed? Where are the
equal defenders of atheism and infidelity? In-
fidelity has produced no such a host of leaders
of thought.

court

4. Early modern and reformation preachers—

(17)

Space fails us to mention scores of other evangels
of salvation who connect the age of
the fathers, who devoted their ability as a sacri-
fice to God that the glory of the Bible and the
power of Christ might be handed down to suc-
cessive generations untainted and unadulterated.
There are South (1635-1600); Jeremy Taylor
(1613-11>79), whose “Holy Living and Dying”
is at present a classic of devotional literature;
John Bunyan (1628-1688), who has immortalized
Bedford Jail by writing while there a prisoner
on scraps of crumpled paper Pilgrim’s Progress,
which has had a larger circulation and has been
translated into more languages than any other
book except the Bible; Joseph Hall (1574-1655),
along with hundreds of others of their age who
help form the golden chain of apostolic
cession.

us with

suc-

God’s princes of men have stirred the world
with their pens and their lives. There are
Hugh Latimer (1400-1555), who was burnt at
the stake, but indeed “he lighted a light that
has shone around the world”; John Knox (1505-
1572). the prophet of Scotland, who prayed
for the death of Queen Mary and soon received
the news that she was dead, whose prayers the
queen said she feared more than all the armies
of Europe; John Calvin (1500-1554). the leader
of Calvinism, possibly who has swayed the re-
ligious world as much as any man since the
days of Paul, whose Institutes are studied now
by young theologians—great men of the pulpit
and of God, defenders of righteousness, the
guardians of the Church and apostles of God to
sinful men. Then comes the priest of the
Reformation, Martin Luther (14S4-1546), a
monk, who as he crawled up the steps of Pilate's
imaginary staircase in Rome heard the voice of
God saying, “The just shall live by faith.” Then
came the division between the Catholic Church
and the forces of the Reformation, from which
arose Protestantism.

5. Prereformation period—Preceding the Ref-
ormation came the daybreak with its host of
God’s messengers: Savonarola (1452-1408), the
moral light of Florence, who had such a hold on
the city that the Monday following his sermons
preached in the cathedral the officials would
enact the message of the sermon into the laws
of the city, who afterward was burned at the
stake in the same city; John Huss (1360-1415),
burned at the stake for his Redeemer and for
the doctrines of Christianity; John Wuvcliffe
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(1324-1384), the first translator of the Bible into
the vernacular of the common English folks;
Thomas a Kempis (1381-1471), the author of
The Imitation of Christ, a masterly book with
a soul stirring message for even our distant age;
Bonaventura (1201-1274) ; Francis of Assisi (1182-
1226), a voice of God crying in the wilderness
of Rome; Peter the Hermit (1050-1115), the
to France of the first Crusade, who
to Jerusalem to destroy the
power of the infidels who held the holy city.
Through the centuries the Christian religion has
had its noble line of defenders; the Bible has not
lacked those who were willing to die for it and
for its principles.

6. The Dark Ayj's—Though
covered with moral and intellectual darkness for
five centuries, still the Light of heaven shone out
into the density of the darkness. God was not

preacher

sent thousands

without messengers, and Christianity and the
Bible were not without their defenders. Adelbert
(b 0Q7), declaring the saving power of God

to Poland and Prussia until on the shores of the
Baltic the lance of a heathen transfixed him;
Anschar (b 801), carrying Christianity into Den-
mark, Sweden and Northern Germany; Winifred,
or Boniface {b 680), who traveled with the
“good news” to the heathen tribes of Thuringia,
Bavaria, Friesland, Hesse and Saxony, hewing
down sacred oaks and shattering ancient idols

until he was murdered bv an infuriated pagan
mob; Bede (637-735), the apostle of England;
Patrick of Ireland (b 372); and Ulfilas (311-
381), who dared to brave the dangers of the
wild and fierce Goths, teaching them the Word
of God, and Christianizing them—these and
others no less faithful though less renowned

in the darkness of their ages fought and labored
for that precious faith delivered from God.

2. No change in Christianity since the time
Jesus. With this continuity of preachers there
is also a continuity of doctrines that can be
traced from the present to the days of the
apostles. Principles that are held today can be
followed backward to the period in which they
gained prominence. Churches have the same

The Catholic Church as
in one form or an-
The Epis-

Catholic
the
reasonably doubt

succession of history.
we have it today existed
other from the time of the fathers.

copal Church is an offspring of the
Church; Protestantism had its source from
same organization. None can

the world was

of
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the continuity of the Christian religion, not only
back to the early fathers but also to the apostles.
This linked with the history of the apostles, as
in the Acts, the historicity of which is
well assured, and of the life of Jesus appearing
in the Gospels, forms a complete chain of
history from the present time to that of Jesus.

Christianity of the twentieth century is the
same as the Christianity of the past nineteen
centuries—though the form may be diverse in
the several ages, still the principles, doctrines and

written

the essential nature are identical. The Creed
of Athanasius, and the Apostles’ Creed we be-
lieve today. Luther’s great Commentary on
Galatians is still classical. The writings of the
Pest- and Anti-Nicene Fathers at the present are
printed in sets of several volumes. Calvin’s
Commentary in forty volumes is extant. No

accepted doctrine is held at the present time by
the Church that was not held by the Church
during the first five centuries after the ascension
of Christ. The Christianity of our day is the
faith of Wesley, of Whitefield, of Calvin, of
Luther, of Huss, of Augustine, of Origen, of
Polycarp, who was taught by John, of John
the Revelator, of Paul and finally of Jesus, the
founder of the Christian religion.

PENTECOSTAL ACTUALITIES
1. L. Fiynn

VI1Il. Pentecostal Recklessness

(Acts 3rd and 4th chapters)
li
complishments of the disciples and
the early Church. It is true they
had received the Holy Ghost, but thousands and
thousands have received Him since then. But
what made the disciples accomplish so much in

such a short time? For remember they evan-
gelized almost the whole of the then known
world in their generation. There is only one

explanation to be made, they became absolutely

“reckless.”  Their daring recklessness was not
confined to the apostles alone, but all the early
Christians threw themselves into the task be-

fore them with a mighty vim. They were red-
hot evangelists. They did not wait for a crowd
to gather to begin a service. |If they found one
man they told him the storv and soon had an-
other believer—and a crow'd. Jesus Christ and
what He could do was their theme. Such
ligious recklessness, and fervency, and accomplish-

re-

(18)

WONDER many times at th
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ments the world had never seen before—and has
it been seen since? They were reckless in their
consecration. There are many amazing exploits
among the worldlings have given their
lives a sacrifice for their country, or personal
aggrandizement that should make us Christians
really ashamed of ourselves.

who

During the Spanish-American War when Col.
Theodore Roosevelt was leading the march up
San Juan Hill in Cuba, a man by the name of
Roll, from somewhere in Missouri, was shot
through the body and fell to the ground. He
was ordered taken to the rear for treatment.
In a short time Mr. Roosevelt felt someone pull-
ing at his sleeve. As he turned, the man saluted

and said, "l report for duty, Colonel.” The
Colonel replied, “I thought | ordered you to the
rear, Roll.” The man answered, “You did, sir,

but there was nothing doing there.” When | read
that story | said, “Why can’t we be as zealous
for our Lord as that man was for his country,
and his colonel?” A man with a bullet hole
through him, yet wanting to get into the thick-
est of the fight! Recklessness!

When Russia and Japan were fighting each
other, the Japanese generals called a council to
plan the way they would take a certain hill.
They did not say they would try to take that
hill, but planned to take it. Between them and
that hilltop was a barb wire fence that could
not be gotten through until it was cut. Beyond
that wire fence was a deep ditch camouflaged
with brush, unknown to the Japanese army.
They cut their way through the wire fence and
rushed on to the ditch into which they fell. They
kept rushing up the hill until the advance guard
filled that ditch and the rest just rushed over
them toward the top of the hill under a terrible
gunfire from the enemy. They did not stop
for the wire fence nor the deep ditch, for their
orders were to take that hill. They rushed on
and when one flag bearer was shot down, another
grabbed up the flag and made for the top of the
hill.  The Russians, seeing such recklessness, sur-
rendered. They saw there was nothing else to
do. Just such religious recklessness is what
captured the pagan and heathen world by the
early Christians.

An English officer in the World War said to
an American, “The trouble with you Americans,
you don’t seem to know danger when you see
it." The audaciousness of the American soldiers,
we are told, is what won them such renown

in the great war. They didn't seem to know
when to quit. They rushed into danger with
a shout of victory before the battle hardly
started. Why not the Church of Jesus Christ
do the same today! There are too many “nice”
Christians. They love ease too much. At the
first sign of opposition they give up and quit the
fight. They lack that bulldog tenacity that char-
acterized the early Christians.

When Dr. E. Stanley Jones was at Asbury
College, one night he was praying about half
asleep, when suddenly such power of the Spirit
fell on him there was no more sleep for him
that night. A voice came to him, “lI want you
across the seas as my missionary, will you go?”
At once there came from his heart a glad vyes.
There was no drawing back, no struggling for
selff—but Mother! His call to the ministry had
been a hard blow to his mother, for she had
had ambitions for him in other lines of work.
Now a call to dark Africa, China, India! What

would the result be when he apprised her of
his call. He wrote it to her the best he could.
One day a telegram came from his doctor

brother saying, “Mother is dying, come at once.”
He hastened homeward. The tempter whispered,
"You are killing your mother, what are you go-
ing to do about it?" His brother met him at
the train and said, “Stanley, your letter to
Mother about your plans to go as a missionary
is killing her. What are you going to do about
it? Change your mind or kill your mother.”

A great struggle was taking place in his bosom.
What should he do? what could he do? He
found his mother had been given up twice for
dead. He went to her bedside, with all eyes
upon him. He saw his mother struggling, his
own sweet mother, and they told him he was
her murderer. A fierce struggle w'as taking
place within his breast. A voice was saying,
“Which is it: the mission field and Mother’s
death, or America and Mother’s life?” He won
the struggle. He said, “Lord, | will go.” Like
Ca’sar when he came to the Rubicon, his die
was cast. In a few hours his mother took a
turn for the better. She recovered, was sancti-
fied wholly, while her son has become the great-
est living missionary. There is a price to be paid
for God’s best.

They were “reckless” in their preaching. Read
again that sermon of Peter’s delivered on that
day of Pentecost, and you will have a sample of
their preaching. They did not compromise or
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mince words, they struck straight at the mark,
and hit. They looked the people and priests
straight in the two eyes and told them they had
crucified the Son of God, the Lord of glory.
They held that crime up before them until many
cried out, “What shall we do?” Others became
mad and went away to plan their destruction.
That first sermon ruined the disciples forever
with the old church folks. There was no way to
heal the breach. Such preaching the world had
never heard before. It created a sensation.
Their preaching burned, scorched, blistered.

Their preaching brought conviction, as well
as stirred up the ungodly. Stephen, the first
martyr of the Christian religion, preached such a
stirring message before the Jewish council, thai
no doubt, brought heart conviction to the per-
secuting Saul, and his ultimate conversion. Such
preaching!

The preaching of the Wesleys in their day
brought upon them much persecution. Read how
the mobs attacked John Wesley at Wednesbury,
Walsall, Darlaston, and elsewhere. Their preaching
stirred the clergy, and lhe people until the mobs
became frenzied. They thirsted for the blood
of the preachers. But the preachers preached on
and told them of their sins, and then of the love
of Jesus for their kst souls. Sometimes the mobs
were quieted before the preacher finished his
sermon, and frequently the leaders of the mobs
were converted and became genuine Christians.
There was no place too hard for them to go.
The early holiness prcachers in this country went
without being invited or wanted, and stayed
until the people thought they couldn't get along
without them. God will mightily wuse such
"reckless” preaching today.

Their “boldness,” almost took the fight out of
the mobs. Those early Christians did not quail
nor flinch at the frowns of the priests or
threats of the officers. When brought before
councils or priests, they boldly stood their
ground. When forbidden to preach in the name
of Jesus, they buckled the armor a little tighter
and said, they would rather obey God than man.
They showed such boldness that the rulers took
notice of it and accused them of “turning the
world upside down.” They were hounded from
town to town, but they kept going and telling
the story of the cross.

There are too many "parlor” preachers today.
They are afraid to preach a too rugged gospel

(20)
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for fear some will become offended. They give
it out in small doses—twenty minutes long. Their
platitudes are rose water and sweet milk variety.
If it becomes necessary to use the word hell, they
make apology. So many of the preachers today
are cringing to the “powers that be,” are afraid
of their jobs—their pay check. They forget
that there is a stern and a severe side to the
o< spel. Ungodliness must be uncovered and sins
condemned. Lord, give us some holv boldness!

They were “reckless” in their praying. They
dared to pray and ask for things others would
not think of troubling God for. They prayed
over everything, all the time and everywhere.
Their ji b was to pray and to preach the Word.
Irom this they would not be diverted. No
waiting "tables” for them when they could be
<ut preaching and praying. They prayed in
the houses, on the housetops, in cellars, in the
woods, caves, streets and wherever they were.
They prayed the glory down upon their
souls and others. When one of their number
got put into jail to he put to death, they called
a cottage prayermeeting and prayed the heavens
open and an angel down, and the king off his

own

throne, and Peter out. They prayed revivals
down until their bitterest persecutors were con-
verted. The jailer at Philippi was converted

at the midnight hour. There was no letup to
their praying. When threatened they prayed the

power down until the whole place was shaken
as by an earthquake. Jesus said in His day the
kingdom of heaven suffered violence, that is,

heaven was stormed by those who prayed. They
became heaven “stormers.” They stormed the
very gates of heaven as if they would tear them
off their hinges, or have what they wanted.
They rushed, or as the word means, “snatched”
at the gates of heaven, and like John Knox cried,
God is looking for folks to-
reckless in their praying that

“Give us souls.”
day w'ho are so

the glory will fall and souls be born into the
kingdom.
They were “reckless” in their giving. No age

ever saw such giving. They did not stop with
their tithes; one-fourth; one-half, but they gave
their all. They literally gave their all! Sold all
they had and put it into the cause they loved
more dearly than their own lives, and said, “We
v,ill make it go in spite of the devil and his
crowd.” And they did.

We of today are afraid we will starve if we
give our meager tithes. We withhold from giv-
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ing and are starving—spiritually. Too many
are like the rich young ruler. He wanted to get
what Jesus and the disciples had, but didn’t

want to pay the “Sell all, and give to the poor,”

and follow Jesus! He looked at the Teacher and

His few followers and thought, “Shall I sell
everything | have and give it away, and follow
that little, despised, talked-about crowd? Too

much for me,”—and went away. It seemed to
him like throwing his money away to do what
Jesus asked him to do—seemed like reckless
But it will take this very thing to prove
to this proud, vain world that Jesus wants to

save them.

waste.

They were “reckless” in their faith. One of the
very best evidences of the Holy Ghost in the
early church was their spirit of recklessness, a
holy audacity that put the job over. Faith deals
with a Supernatural Being, and takes that Being
at His word; takes from Him things humanly
impossible. In genuine faith it is easier to take
much than little. How much easier to stand in
a place of audacious trust in a place of cautious,
timid clinging to the fringes of the shore!

The early Christians put no limit to the pos-
sibilities of God’s grace, and His answering their
prayers. Their faith was an absolute trust—de-
pendence wupon their heavenly Father. They
had no doubt that He would give them what
their faith called for. Thus they went out
“conquering and to conquer.” No wonder one of
them wrote years later, “This is the victory that
overcometh the world, even our faith.” It was
easy to overcome believing that. Their faith
claimed mighty things. They healed the crippled,
raised the dead, preached the gospel with all bold-
ness, believed God, died at the stake shouting the
victory, went home to heaven to wear the crowns
the righteous Judge had prepared for them.

Our trouble is we havent become “reckless"”
enough to get us anywhere. Let us scale the
heights in our faith, ascend beyond the clouds,
and storm the gates of heaven until things are
brought to pass. Will we do it? They may call
us fanatics, wild, crazy and mad. They said
Jesus was beside Himself. Paul was so “reckless”
and full of fire they said he was “mad.”

Joseph Parker, that great London preacher,
once said, “Until the Church of Jesus Christ goes
after souls until the world will think we have
gone stark mad, we’ll never accomplish much in
this formal age.” So be it in our day!

FIVE-MINUTE RADIO SERMONS 1
Basil Miller

Chimes of Christmas Bells

T HE chimes are ringing—the bells are
vibrant with melody—carols float from a
thousand churches. Arias  sweet with

praise mingle with anthems and canticles. Ora-
torios magnify the glory of the Savior’s birth.
Swelling in mighty tides of the grand organs
Christmas melodies re-echo the beautiful strains
of the angelic choir singing, “Glorv to God in
the highest, and on earth peace and good will.”

It is Christmas time and the heart of the
world is attuned to the melody of the skies—the
spires of churches glisten—Ilighted candles dimly
reflect the grandeur of that night when shep-
herds sat around their campfires watching the
diamond studded heavens—stars and wreaths
bedeck our homes and meeting houses—gifts
and mementos, tokens of the treasures which the
Wise Men offered to the Babe of Bethlehem,
remind us again of “the sweetest story ever told.”
“Christ, the Savior, is
reverberate to the

The chimes herald it,
born”—and all our hearts
strains of music.

Dirc.es and D oxologies

The sacred scenes which these chiming bells
commemorate—the angel choir, the waiting shep-
herds, the scintillant star, the cradle and manger,
the Christ child—are meaningful because they
transmute the dirges of man into doxologies.
There could be no melody in a world without
eternal hope, and before Jesus brought redemp-
tion, before He relinquished the throne of the
universe and was born as a babe, the pathway
out of this world was one of darkness and de-
spair. There was no light at the grave. The
tomb marked a dark exit into a darker region
of hopelessness. But now it is an entrance into
a brighter world on high.

The coming of the Christ child changed minor
keyed songs into melodies of beauty and glory.
Angels sang as His birth, and ever since all the
world has been set asinging. When He comes
into the heart, as He came into the world, joy
springs up, and the wells from which one draws
contentment and peace are always accessible.

Ere He came it was a bemoaning world—
since His advent upon the turbulent scenes it is
one of rejoicing. Melodies, and not moans, mark
the drama of that life into which His birth is

(21)
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made anew through His coming into the heart.
The song of the angels has been a symbol by
which Christ followers have been marked through
the passing ages.

Glory has been the Church’s watchword, for
the chant of the heavenly choir taught us to
sing it. From catacomb and cathedral stately
anthems and carols have been but a variant of
the first Christmas song, “Glory to God. .. ."”
Across the centuries the march of the Church
militant has been marked by the singing of those
songs inspired by this glory anthem. As Crom-
well led his soldiers into battle singing strains of
the Psalms so the angels inspired the Christians
to win their victories with the choral strains of
glory.

The soul whose spirit is attuned to the anthem
of the heavenly choir points back to the cradle
and the child.

The Starlit Path

The chimes are ringing at this Yuletide for the
path of the world is gilded with starlight.

The coming of the Redeemer was made glorious
by the birth of a new star shedding its silvery
light upon the desert road w'hich the Wise Men
traveled. Even centuries before that notable
event prophets scanned the horizon and saw
the coming of “the bright and morning star.”
The light of that Star has cast its rays upon
the world through the ages.

Starlight for night—starlight for the lost
pilgrim—starlight w'hen not another ray of hope
is seen—this and far more has the Morning Star
become to the world.

The light of His star upon our dusty highway
of the commonplace leads to no uncertain destin-
ation. The sacred record assures us that *“the
path of the just is as a shining light, that shineth
more and more unto the perfect day.” That
light—starlight—first dawned upon the righteous
man’s path the night when Wise Men caught the
glow of the blazing star which brought them io

the Savior’s manger. A silvery stream it was,
however dim, yet it brought them to the One
for whom all the ages had been seeking. Since

that day the light of His star has been casting
its burning glow upon the pathway of the saint,
and as it nears the perfect day the reflection from
the setting sun of life, as thrown back from
the towers of heaven, makes the highway one
brilliantly lighted where no flicker of doubt ap-
pears.

(22)

Starlight, how wonderful for the night of the
soul. High in the moral heavens resides Christ's
star, and no darkness can settle like a pall but
through it this bright stream shines upon the
soul like the rays from a lighthouse.

It was night for the world—when angelic
choirs sang—but the star, the brilliant star, the
Morning Star heralded the daydawn. Daydawn
for Jhe heart of man and angel voices and Christ-
anthems go together. Let the Christ of
the manger into the the glory
anthem will ring in your soul. The rays of that
star of hope can shoot through the night of your
life with angel visions and the birth of the Re-
deemer will be re-enacted in you.

mas

come life and

The light of this heavenly star and the voice of
the heavenly choir, friend, can set gospel bells
aringing in your soul.

Heaven Bending Low

Ring out, ye loud bells, Christmas carols—for
heaven has bent low. Prophets became the
mouthpiece of God in sending His revelation to
the world, but since angel voices sang the glory
anthem, and heavenly starlight guided to the
cradle of the Babe of Bethlehem, the greatest
gift of heaven came to dwell with us.

How cold the heavens were to man before
the birth of Christ. Every storm brought danger.
Each chilly wind was the breath of an enemy.
The night was terror filled and the days were
touched with malignant spirits. With the coming
of the Master, the winds that blow, the tempests
that rage are controled by Him. Wheels of fate
may grind inexorably, but their turning is the
hand of providence. Adversity when it chisels
from the rock of that character which is Christ-
inspired is but the gentle hand shaping one's
destiny according to the artist-vision.

The heavens are low, and not far distant since
those angels sang. God and man are linked to-
gether in one grand anthem. Glory belongs to

God, so they luted, and peace is for men. No
carol can be lifted without its echoes striking
two shores, the golden strand of eternity and

the sand girded shores of time. Between man
and God—Ilest man and redeeming grace—stands
the cradle. The union of the two is brought
about through the melody struck up by the
angelic singers. Man and God are counterparts,
and neither attains his highest ideals without

the other. God without man is an impossible
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concept, and man without God is a wayward
.son. Neither finds the other without Christ.

The cathedral of soul worship and attunement
wherein Gcd and man meet was all completed
save for the Stone which was to become the
head of the corner, the Keystone that gave this
tabernacle perfection. When angels sang and
heavenly stars glowed and Christ was born the
final arch in this vast temple of worship was
completed—the last stone was laid—the finish-
ing touch was given—and time and eternity, man
and God, lost souls and divine grace were united.

Earth became the vestibule of heaven—the
dark and chilly waters which were the River of
Death became the gilded River of Life—the dim
exit of the grave became a bright portal—good
night to earth became good morning to heaven—
the way of the unrighteous was changed into the
path of the just—the circle of the heavenly
which had shut out the earthly was widened until
all was included in its gracious circumference—
the songs of the redeemed which were struck
up amid the scenes of this life are to be com-
pleted without the loss of a note, a change of
the tempo surrounded by the gorgeous visions of
that eternal Paradise.

The first angel choir sang that the chant of
the heavenly choir and the chimes of the temple

bells might unite in a grand oratorio singing,
“Glory . . .and .. . peace.”
The Ringing Bells

Hear them as they ring through the ages. As
the stars o’erhang the night those silver bells fore-
tell a world of merriment and glee. Ringing out
in their delight through the balmy air of two
thousand Christmas nights, the harmony of the
golden bells give voice to happiness and peace.
When the centuries are carried out to burial
amid the groanings and moanings of the tolling
bells, the melody of the Christmas chimes is
ringing in the Christ that is to be.

May we sing it with gratitude, “Christ,1the
Savior, is born.” Let the anthem swell every-
where to the cadence of that first chant which
filled the air of the little town of Bethlehem.
Everywhere, everywhere, join in the strains
of the carols, for the Christ child who came is
the Master of ail. No cottage is too small, no
palace is too great, but there tonight rings the
Christmas chimes.
¢Christmas sermon delivered over

Antonio.

KABO, San

(23)

GETTING THINGS FROM GOD

OD has a good deal more to give than
G most Christians are getting. Not many
have learned the secret of demanding and

getting from God just what they need. The Chris-
tian Church is lean and in many places cold and

corpselike, because the Church is not versed in
“kneeology.” The pressure brought to bear
upon the modern ministry by the church itself

takes the time he ought to spend pulling fire
out of the sky until would set a
thousand other icicle in the
pulpit means icicles in the pews; a prayerless
pulpit means a prayerless pew; a prayerless
church means a powerless church; no vital spirit-

his own soul
souls ablaze. An

ual force to grapple with the gigantic problems
of life; no burning desire for the salvation of the
lest, hence, no revivals. All lack
of prayer.

because of

What do we mean? Just this, the social life
of the church, the financial side, the numerous
societies, pastoral visiting, weddings, funerals, de-
mands for up-to-date, intellectual sermons, lec-
tures, calls at the door, the telephone, all re-
quire the time of the preacher, some of which,
at least, he ought to spend upon his knees. Often
the study and prayer hour occupied with some
visitor or perhaps a half-dozen interruptions by
the ringing of the telephone, or, an important
The fathers were
not so interrupted and had time for prayer and

call to meet some committee.
meditation, and many of them brought things

to pass. Now it is rush, rush, rush, from morn-

ing until night, most of the time engaged in
church work cr activities closely allied to the
church.

If we could have a praying ministry, we

would have a prevailing ministry. Sermons would
than

What a glorious trans-

come flashing out of the skies, rather
wholly off a book-shelf.
formation would occur in many a church! Pray-
er that *“gets through” is a sure cure for minis-
terial unfruitfulness, raising doubt about the
deity of Jesus, or a desire for popularity. And
then if this desire for prayer should become con-
tagious among those who sit in the pew, how the
pure love of God would enkindle in a multitude
of hearts, how a passion for the lost would
spring up, how the weekly prayermeeting would

flourish !
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And then if the whole church would get the
idea of prevailing with God Ilike Jacob, or
Moses who prayed and saved a nation, or Elijah
who prayed and shut up the heavens for six

months so that it did not rain, or Paul and
Silas who prayed until an earthquake shook
the old Philippian jail, or Baxter who stained

the walls of his study with praying breath, or
Finney who prevailed with God on the high
seas, and then gave his revival lectures and sent a

thrill of revival around the world, or Hooper
Crews who prayed all night for his church at
Springfield, 1ll., and God gave him seven hun-

dred converts, or David Brainerd who crawled
into a hollow log to keep from freezing, and
prayed, and prayed for the Delaware, Susque-
hanna and Stockbridge Indians (he was a mis-
sionary to the Indians) until when he preached
through a drunken interpreter hundreds of these
needy Indians were powerfully converted. Wil-
liam Carey read the prayer life of David Brain-
erd, and was influenced to go to India. Payson,
Murray, and McCheyne and also Jonathan Ed-
wards were greatly influenced by reading how
Brainerd prevailed with God. Each of these
men shook the world.

Oh, for a praying ministry and a praying
church. There are no limits to the vast possi-
bilities of such a ministry or such a church.
What can be accomplished through the
istry of importunate or prevailing prayer is in-
expressible.

min-

A few years ago at Tuscaloosa, Ala., the
boiler of an electric light plant exploded, com-
pletely destroying the building and spreading
several tons of iron the distance of two blocks
over trees and housetops. The two negro fire-
men were instantly killed. The superintendent
and the engineer were in the engine room, and
miraculously escaped without the slightest in-
jury, though the floor of the room in which they
stood was covered with heavy debris. These
young men are utterly unable to account for
their escape from the room before the wall fell
and covered the floor, unless it was due to
Providence. The young superintendent attributes
his escape to his mother’s prayers. The ex-
plosion took place just about the twilight hour,
and it was his mother’ rule to retire every day
to her closet just at that hour to pray for her
children.

surmount all diffi-
1X05 said, “Prayer

Through prayer one can
culties. George Mueller in

and faith, the universal remedies against every
wrant and every difficulty; and the nourishment
of prayer and faith, God’s holy Word, have helped
me over all difficulties. 1 never remember, in
all my Christian course, that | ever sincerely
and patiently sought to know the will of God by
the teaching of the Holy Ghost, through the in-
strumentality of the Word of God, but | have
been always directed rightly. But if honesty of
heaut and uprightness before God were lacking,
or if 1 did not patiently wait upon God for in-
struction, or if | preferred the counsels of my
feHowm.cn to the declarations of the living God,
1 made great mistakes.”

We can get things from God if we will but
pay the price. Too many are too lazy to wait,
and others are in too much of a hurry. God
has a good deal more to give than most of us
are getting. Oh, for men and women who will
test the efficacy of prayert!-~c. E. Cornerr, in
Herald of Holiness.

WANTED— A MAN
B. H.

Pocock

Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jeru-
salem, and see now, and know, and seek in the
broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if
there be any that executeth judgment, that seek-
eth the truth; and | will pardon it (Jeremiah
5:1).

Men and money, they say, are the need of the

church. They use to say that it takes three
things to run a church: grace, grit and green-
backs; but the church cannot go without men.

We must have men who are tried men, men
who are not afraid to tackle the job and, by

the grace of God, do the job.

Jeremiah was given a hard job. He was to
seek for a man. Not ten men, nor five, but God
was calling for a man, and He laid down the re-
quirements expected of such a man. He was to
go to the busiest corners of Jerusalem. He was
to go down on the market streets of the city,

where the people were buying and selling. God
must have placed a lot of confidence in this
prophet of the OIld Testament; but God had

told him just the kind of a man He wanted.

God is still seeking men. He needs men and
men need Gcd. God is depending upon men to
carry out His program. Those who do not qualify
need not apply for the job.

(24)
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First, God is calling for a Not a
machine. Not a thing, but a man with a soul.
A man with a brain. A man with a heart. Oh,
there are so many who merely call themselves
men. They seem to think that if they are dressed
up, and ride in fine automobiles, and live in
fine homes they are men.

man.

But some men are
never at home. They have lost their natural af-
fection for their families and love is gone from
their hearts. God wants men that are human
and sympathetic. The trouble with this age is it
is so mechanical. Everything revolves
like the wheels of a car. Our sermons are
mechanical, our handshakes mechanical, our hearts
are cold, our friendship so distant. Oh, God, give
us men! Men with manly hearts who will
make brave soldiers in the army of the Lord.

about

God wants men who are holy. God says, “Be
ye holy, for | the Lord your God am holy.”
That's a good reason for being holy, because God
is holy. Men must be like their Creator. Jesus
came to this earth to show the heavenly Fa-
ther. Preacher, this is the best kind of preach-
ing, living the Christlike life. “Sirs, we would
see Jesus," is the cry of the world. The disciples
said, “Show us the Father and it sufficeth us.”
That’s sufficient, let this w'orld sec the divine.
They want to see the supernatural in us.

God wants men who have courage.
kneed man will not do.
have a daring spirit. Men w'ho have hearts of
steel. | do not mean from this that the heart
is to be hard and indifferent, no, but rather
hearts that ring true. A dependable man. A
conqueror. A man with a lionlike heart. Listen
to David on his death bed. The words were
spoken to Solomon, “Shew thyself a man.”
Just four words, but what better exhortation
could one give on his dying day? Preacher,
you’ll need courage in the pastorate, in the
evangelistic field or missionary across the waters.
There are so many things to frighten us, so
many things to scare us. Let’s tune in on David,
“But David encouraged himself in the Lord.”
“Where
Look at
going down.

W eak-
God wants men who

God wants men who have vision.
there is n; > vision, the people perish.”
our nation and others that are
W hat's the matter with us? There is no vision.
We have throwm away the trumpet, and the
clarion call to “beware” is not heard any more.
We are fast asleep not only as a nation, but the
Church has gone to sleep. We must have a vision

of the world's needs,
and our own needs.
grip us,
that will move us.

the needs of the Church,
Oh, for a vision that will
a vision that will arouse us, a vision
“God give us the eye of the
eagle, so that we can see the approaching storm.”

God wants men who know the worth of time.
So many folks do not value time. Their name is
Legion who say they have no time for this and
no time for that. How do the great men of
this day do so much? They value time. |If
you want to converse wdth them, you must get in
your request days ahead,

something

must have
important to say to them, or they
will not hear you. Had you ever thought that
the same amount of time allotted to Henry Ford,
the President of the United States, the man in
the factory or on the streets is allotted to me
also? There are twenty-four hours in the day,
and they are all mine. Let us work while it is
called day, for the night cometh when no man
can work.

and you

Finally, God is seeking for a man w'ho is will-
ing to make sacrifices. Some men are always
seeking the easy jobs. If they cannot get a
strong church and a big salary, then they com-
plain and say that their services are not appreci-
ated. Brethren, we are working for God. We
are to be rewarded according as we have been
faithful to God. Let us sacrifice for His cause.
“Inasmuch as ye did it unto the least of these,
my brethren, ye did it unto me.”

Pay a visit to the old prison in which Paul
was placed. Hear him, “The time of my de-
parture is at hand. | have fought a good fight, I
have kept the faith.” Not a murmur nor a
complaint ever fell from his lips. What a saint he
was. He lost his head, but saved his soul.

God help us to be fishers of men. Help us to
be men after thine own heart. Men who are
willing to sacrifice and to do and dare. Men
who love the truth, and will seek to execute His
judgment.

Wanted a man. Will you answer the call ?

Rejoice in Christ Jesus,
complete. His

for in Him you are
righteousness is over you, His
strong arm is around you; and he who puts his
soul in Christ’s keeping shall never perish nor
come into condemnation. This is a safe place to
rest in. “Who shall separate us from the love
of Christ?”—James

Hamilton.
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A MONDAY MORNING TALK TO
PREACHERS

(Given before the Nazarene Ministerial Associa-
tion of Portland, Oregon)

Fletcher Galloway

HIS is Monday morning and | suppose

a preacher is excused in rambling a bit.

The mental and emotional pendulum has
swung to the opposite end of the arc. At least
that is my experience. Perhaps you fellows are
keen and alert. | have a faint suspicion, how-
ever, that | will come nearer taking you along
with me this morning if our intellectual stroll
is not too strenuous. Jumbled metaphors al-
ready you see but you fellows were too hazy to
catch it until I called it to your attention.

Recreation

What about your Mondays anyway? Don’t
you find it a good plan to get away and relax?

They say that an athlete will “go stale” if he
trains too constantly and too hard. | believe
a preacher can do the same thing. His very

zeal to do all he can in a short life time may
break him down until he is doing only about
half what he should be doing. J. T. Little told
me years ago when | was just starting out as a
young preacher, “There are three things every
young preacher must guard against, not to get
sluggish physically or mentally or spiritually.”
That did me a world of good. In order to guard
against physical sluggishness | started going to
the Y.M.C.A. to play volley ball and | have
kept it up through the years conscientiously. It
has saved doctor bills and it has helped to keep
alive my zest in the work of a pastor. Another
good nerve tonic is to get a speckled trout on
the end of a line. That will cure your dyspepsia
and insomnia and lumbago and make you
forget all your troubles.

Building Straw Houses

What kind of a house are you building? Some
churches are built on truth and character, and
others are built on error and prejudice and some
even on malice and hatred. | find it a good
thing to check up on myself occasionally. Am
I constructing a building that will stand or is it a
straw house. It is so easy to get so close to your
task that you get a wrong perspective. What
does my work look like in God’s eyes? Some
churches are built around a man. When he
moves on the church falls to pieces. Others are

(26)

built on a negative basis, that is they are “agin"

something, hating the Catholics, or hating the
modernists, or hating some other church. Per-
haps it is hating “the machine” or an attitude

of "Bless God, no bishop or presiding elder can
tell me what to do.” 1 am afraid a lot of these
churches are like the old fellow who built his
house one wall at a time and leaned it up against
the wind. The wind changed and his house
fell.-4 1t is a dangerous policy to try to tear
something else down to build yourself up and
especially dangerous to tear somebody else down
to build yourself up. | remember how shocked
I was as a boy when | looked up the scripture
reference inscribed on the cornerstone of a certain
church which had split off from another church
and moved right across the street. The refer-
ence was this, "The glory of this latter house
shall be greater than that of the former.” How
ridiculous that must have looked to God. An-
other tendency that | think we ought to guard
against is a spirit that would minimize the good
in those with whom we do not agree. | do not
think we lose by giving them full credit. | re-
member one time a good Nazarene brother and
a Pentecostal preacher were associated together

in a funeral service. After it was over my
friend said, speaking of the sermon that the
Pentecostal man had given, uThat was mighty

thin, 1 thought.” I didn’t say much but down
in my heart | really felt that the Pentecostal man
had outpreachcd my champion. 1 am not sure
but that he thought so too, and was just trying
to build up his stock a little by discrediting the
other fellow.

Preaching at too Short a Range

| started preaching in a town where we had
no Nazarene church and only three Nazarenes
so | had to make a living by other means until
we got started. | had preached only six times
before in my life and | had no “barrel” to fall
back on in an emergency and it kept me hump-
ing to get up two “sermons” (?) a week. The
experience was good for me and | think every
young preacher ought to dig out a church to
earn his spurs. However this got me into a bad
habit of preaching at too short a range. | do

not always practice it but 1 have found that
when | know pretty well for weeks or even
months ahead the preaching course that | plan

to follow the Lord blesses my ministry more and
the people seem to get more out of it. When
| get my leading only a week at a time | find
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that | get into a rut and preach along one
certain line to the neglect of other important
truths. Some might feel that this precludes the

leading of the Holy Spirit.
ways well to leave a loophole for a change of
subject if the Spirit seems to lead that way
but I am persuaded that God doesn’t change His
mind as often as some preachers would make out
that He does. If God is Omniscient doesn’t He
know the trend of a service months ahead of
time just as well as a few minutes ahead of
time? 1 like to preach series of sermons and 1
find in this way there is the advantage of sus-
tained interest on the part of the people and
also the advantage of a more complete presenta-
tion of the truth. | read a very interesting
statement a while ago by Dr. Covert in his
book, "Facing Our Day.” He said that every
heresy that has arisen in the history of the
Church and every false cult that is thriving
today has lound its field and has gained its ad-
herents because the Church has left a loophole
in the emphasis of the truth. He said “Spiritual-
ism" with its claim to direct communication
with the dead would have no following if the
church had clearly and logically and continu-
ously preached the immortality of the soul, and
the clear, scriptural teaching about heaven and
the life beyond. Likewise he said Christian
Science has its strength in the longing in the
hearts of men for something that will give poise
and triumph and peace in the face of adversity.
The failure to emphasize victorious Christian
living through the provisions of God’ glorious
grace has left a loophole and Christian Science
has taken advantage of it. Let’s not leave any
loopholes, what do you say? In order to avoid
it | think it is wise to lay out a sort of preach-
ing program for at least a number of weeks in
advance.

Of course it is al-

DR. BRESEE ON THE PREACHER AND
HIS BOOKS

(Continued from page ten)

Added to this we must have a devout passion
for men.
11. Preparation

1. College—Had | but ten years to live |
would use five of those years in preparation. If
| were young again | would get the best train-
ing possible.

2. Great Library—Every preacher should have
a great library.

The Word of God first. I would commit,
said he, the Book of Isaiah, Gospel of John,
the Letter to the Hebrews, then if | got into the
brush I would begin to quote from one of these
books and quote my way out. The rarest elo-
quence in the world is in the Bible, He said
that when he went out to preach he did not
know the Bible. | believe he said that he
preached his first sermon from Genesis to Revela-

tion and he thought all was preached out; then
toward the close of life he could preach a
thousand years from texts in lIsaiah. That is a
fine commentary on his own growth.

3. Hymns—*l would soak myself,” said the
doctor, “in the old hymnology of the church.”

The old hymns enrich your style. Commit a
hymn a week, such as the following, “Rock of
Ages,” “Jesus Lover of My Soul,” “There Is a
Wideness in God’s Mercy,” “All Hail the Power
of Jesus’ Name,” “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed,”
“Come Ye Sinners Poor and Needy,” “O for a
Heart to Praise My God,” “Wrestling Jacob,”

“Jerusalem the Golden,” “0 Could | Speak the
Matchless Worth.”

4. History—Any preacher should be a his-
torian. History of men is God’s revelation.

Study history until you can put your feet down
in any century, look around and be at home.
Study the historv of our own country, “Ban-
croft’s History of the United States,” “lrving’s
Life of Washington,” “The History of the
English People,” by Macaulev and Knight, “The
History of Natural Struggles for Liberty,” Mat-
ley’s “Netherlands and Dutch Republic,”
“Church History,” “History of the Reformation,”
by d’Aubigne, Schaft’s “History of the Church,”
Medieval and Church History, especially, and
Rollins, “Ancient History,” again and again.

5. Literature—Read the
own

masterpieces of our
language, the essayists of our own tongue.
I would commit “The Lady of the Lake,” and
though some might call it heresy, he said he
would read some of the great novels.

6. General—Mark the book notices and pick
out some new books. Take good church papers
and some one besides your own denominational
paper to get the point of view of someone else
and especially he mentioned The Continent, the
Presbyterian paper.

He also mentioned some other books and
studies, "The History of Mysticism in the
Church,” “Inspiration,” “Paul in Modern Theol-

ogy," and “The Holv Spirit,” by Kipper.

(27)



388 THE PREACHER'S MAGAZINE

Ill. Perseveranie

Make specific preparation.
the moment. Soak it in.

At this point my notes came to rather an
abrupt close. | am glad for the above, though
anyone can sec they are but fragments of a
mighty address.

Let me add a personal word: Dr. Brcsee was,
I think, the greatest ecclessiastic | ever knew
intimately. He built a church across the con-
tinent and that requires peculiar ability. He
was a seer, a prophet. He was a poet, he had
imagination—see his sermon topics and they
are likely to move with majestic rhythm. Here
is a subject: “The Sign of Unwritten Possibilities.”
The occasion is our Lord’s sorrow over Jerusa-
lem, the text, “Oh, Jerusalem, Jerusalem,” etc.
Who can but see the poetic in this subject? He
was a preacher indeed. His method, | under-
stand, was to write out his message and then
think it through. He had rather a full
script in the pulpit, he would read until his mind
kindled, his emotions were aroused, and at times
he would soar into unctuous, eloquent altitudes.
At times he could be commonplace and at other
times he must have preached with the power of
Beecher or Simpson. Best of all he was a
man of God. The last public act | heard from
him was a prayer. | opened my eyes and
watched the prince of God at the throne of
gracc. | think that prayer was altogether as
eloquent as anything | ever heard and nearly as
glorious. In this day when the world needs
preachers, when the holiness work needs preachers,
when the Church of the Nazarene needs preachers,
we could do well, in some small way, to pattern
after Dr. Brcsee.—Fred RoOss, in Herald of Holi-
ness.

Do not wait for

manu-

SOMEONE HAS SAID
Compiled by Harota C.

Pluck is fighting with the scabbard after the
sword is broken.

Essential truths are within
human mind.

Stay with God until He melts you, then stay
on and make known your desire.

Do not keep the alabaster boxes of your love
and tenderness sealed up until your friends arc
dead.

The Chinese put food upon the graves of their
dead, for the same reason, they say, that we put
flowers upon the graves of our dead.

Johnson

the grasp of the

Spurgeon said, “l looked at Jesus and the dove
of peace flew into my heart, | looked at the dove
of peace and she flew away.”

Seek first the
ing.

If you expect to be saved you must turn
from the crucifix to the cross, from the following
of the ethics of Christ to the Lamb of God that
taketh away the sin of the world.

“Blesser” rather than the bless-

A . . .
Jesus did not spend much time discussing
the value of the human soul, but He gave His
life for it.

Said the sparrow to the robin,
“l should really like to know

Why these anxious human beings
Rush about and worry so.”

Said the robin to the sparrow,
“Friend, | think, that it must be

That they have no heavenly Father
Such as cares for you and me.”

If we cannot
keep it.

share Christianity, we cannot
There is no such thing as a Christian nation.

We are Christians only as we are individually

Higher civilization will never produce Chris-
tianity, but Christianity will produce higher
civilization.

If we are right with God, His power will con-
tinually flow out of our lives, though we may
not be conscious of it.

Prayer knows no limits to space.

The truth is
errors.

always midway between two

All are perfectly happy in heaven, but all are
not equally happy.

All are miserable in hell, but all are not equally
miserable.

Satan in all his history has been exceedingly
religious—in the days of Job he was a punctual
church goer.

Of all the apostolical epistles not one is writ-
ten to sinners, but all to Christians in order to
get them sanctified.

The problem that confronts a sincere preacher
today is twofold; he must first convince the
people that they are sinners; second, he must
gel them to seek and find the Lord.

The health certificate of heaven
tion.

is sanctifica-
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Where it says (John 6:71)
devil,” the correct reading is,
devilish.”

“One of you is a
“One of you is

One class of inlidels would put us above the
angels, another with monkeys.

People do not recognize sin as sin, hence re-
pentance is as scarce as sinfulness is plentiful.
They regard their misconduct as misfortune and
for penitence they substitute self-pity.

Bible confession is more of an attitude than
an act. Our hope of heaven is not based upon
the accuracy of our memory, but upon the
realization of the fact that our hearts are black
in God's sight, and only through the merits of
the blood of Christ can they be made white.

Take Him for everything and you get every-
thing.

Sin, ignorance and superstition are in contra-
distinction to God’s trinity of grace, faith, hope
and charity.

It is not so much in the sights on the gun but
the man who looks down the sights.

If we do not seek God in the springtime of
life it is probable we will not seek him at all.

Sin offers freedom but gives slavery.

The best part of the service to some people is
the benediction.

Oh, for a church the world cannot treat with
indifference.

Outward adornment is a poor
the loss of inner loveliness.

Jezebel is not the last woman who painted
her face and then went to the dogs.

It is not the law that turns your spiritual gar-
den into a desert but disobedience of the law.

The law of moral retribution acts as ruthlessly
with a prince as with a pauper.

The man who refuses to hear the truth will
ultimately lose his capacity to know the truth.

It is easier to survive the flood of failure than
the flood of success.

True confession is void of excuse.

Many arc seeking a sign and forgetting that
Jesus consigns to hell all sign-seekers, pronounc-
ing them a wicked and adulterous generation.

Prohibition began to fail the day she began to
put her hopes in the power of politics instead of
the power of God.

Today we live and know the joys of living,
Tomorrow we die and feel the pain of death,
Then while we live and have the means for doing,
Let us live and do from day to day our best.

substitute for
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One may be exceedingly religious and ex-
ceedingly unchristian at the same time.

Success is made up of 2% inspiration and 98%
perspiration.

Many have found that their well is poisonous
and they have tried to remedy it by painting the
well curb.

It is the earnest man who captures life’s real
prizes.

If you have a tendency to self-conceit, ask
yourself how much would be left if God took
from you everything except what is due to your-
self alone.

A smothered emotion

smothering.

soon ceases to need

The sense of gratitude ceases to function if
unexpressed.

The greatest calamity that can come to any
man is the calamity of suspecting of mistrusting.

To be so afraid that you will fail that you re-
fuse to try, is the supreme failure.

Some people are no bigger at the hour of
their death than they w'ere at the hour of their
birth.

To the Christian
alley™;

the grave is not a “blind
it is a thoroughfare.

Some people are like a restaurant with much in
the window but little in the kitchen.

The rich fool
things, but no joy.

A firm grip of Jesus Christ will save us from
the bondage of the lust of things that we can-
not afford.

“Home, Sweet

memory of a club.

had a tremendous amount of

Home” was not born of the

THE PASTOR’S SCRAPBOOK
l. L. Fiynn
Opportunity

How dreadful the thought that opportunity
may come to us and we not be prepared for
it! Opportunity—*“a conjunction of favorable
circumstances”—comes to us and must be grasped
when it is here.

When Joshua was fighting the battles for the
Lord, there came a time when the average day
was not long enough to win the victory, to put
off the battle until another day would mean to
lose. There was only one thing to do—Ilengthen
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the day. So Joshua prayed, “Sun, stand thou
still upon Gibeon; and thou, moon, in the valley
of Ajalon.” Some things must be done on the day
of opportunity—now or never.

God’s Witt IS Best

On the day in 1874 when David Livingstone
was buried in Westminster Abbey the streets
of London were lined with thousands seeking to
pay respect to the memory of the pioneer mis-
sionary. In the crowd was noticed an old man,
poorly clad, ragged, and weeping bitterly. Some-
one w'ent to him and asked why he was weeping

when all were seeking to honor the illustrious
dead. “I’ll tell you why,” the old man replied.
“Davie (Livingstone) and | were born in the

same village, brought up in the same day school
and Sunday school and worked at the same loom.
But Davie went that way, and | went this; now
he is honored by the nation, and | am neglected,
unknown and dishonored. | have nothing to
look forward to but a drunkard’s grave.”—sSe1.

Glorifying Crime?

It w'ould be hard to accuse good people of en-

couraging crime. Yet not long since a very
prominent lady, speaking in a university city,
lectured on “Buccaneers of the Spanish Main,"”

telling, from press reports, “thrilling and exciting
adventures,” of the pirates—high sea robbers—
of the seventeenth century

In the glorifying of crime by holding up to the
youth of our country the criminals, making them
heroes and heroines, doubtless is one cause of such
orgies as we are witnessing these days.

Christ has no hands but our hands
To do His 'work today;

He has no feet but our feet
To lead men in His way.

He has no tongue but our tongues
To tell men how He died,

He has no help but our help
To bring men to His side.

Frint.

— Annie Johnson

A Christian’s Privilege
“To use the world, and not abuse it, to enjoy
the world without being a slave to it, is the
Christian’s privilege. An excessive value is to

THE PREACHER'S MAGAZINE

be attached to no form of earthly happiness;
but, on the other hand, asceticism, together with

a cynical contempt for human relations and
pleasure, is equally precluded.”—Christian Evi-
dence.

W here Jesus Met the Lost

“Tempted in every point like as ourselves was
He tempted, yet without sin. It was through
temptation, thought I, that the Lord, the mediator
between God and man, reached down the sympa-
thetic hand of love to meet the grasp of lost

humanity.”—J. G. Hottland.

Christianity Challenged

"Communism stands as the one supreme chal-
lenge to Christianity. This giant stalks the valley
hurling defiance at Israels God and God’s Israel.
And make no mistake about it, as Stanley Jones
says, ‘We Christians must prove a substitute for
Communism or succumb to it.” To personify the
situation: there are two Jews who challenge the
world’s attention and ask the world to follow
them. One of them is Karl Marx, Communist;
the other is Jesus Christ.”—Dr. M. E. Dodd.

“To win repeal, the wets promised that the
saloon would never return, liquor would be taken
out of politics, bootlegging would end, drinking
decrease, and temperance be promoted. Facts and
figures show that none of these results have been
attained.”—Arkansas Methodist.

In daily reading of Thy Word,
Dear Lord, we seek Thy will to learn;
Then may our waiting hearts be stirrid,
As wondrous truths we there discern.

0 may Thy gracious Spirit’s light
Upon the open page be pour’d;
And so before our quicken’d sight
Shall be made clear Thy message, Lord.

The wonders of Creation’s week,
Thy righteous law, Thy guiding hand,
As psalmists sing and prophets speak,
Alike the list’ning ear command.

While we in knowledge daily grow,
As Thy pure Word we thus explore,
Teach us Thy guiding voice to know,

And love Thee, Father, more and more.

(30)
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STEWARDSHIP CULTIVATION

No denomination should be more enthusiastic
in the cultivation of Christian stewardship than
the Church of the Nazarene. The doctrines that
we hold, the standards that we raise, and the
aggressive program that we assume makes it
necessary that we cultivate the deepest devotion
and the practice of the stewardship principles of
all the activities of the Christian life.

The General Stewardship Committee has pre-
pared a series of booklets for free distribution,
some of which may be used to advantage to
promote the Every Member Canvass and all to
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write for the same, or to local stewardship com-

mittees who desire to order such literature.
to distribute
leaflets on Sunday morning and on
the following Sunday morning have the pastor
S've a brief
such points as might
congregation.  Follow

It has been found very helpful
one of the
review of the same, emphasizing
be needful for the local
this distribution and re-

view week by week until the series have becn
distributed. District N.Y.P.S. organizations have

used the lIiterature to good advantage by having
the number required {m each loca, sodety sent

onc cach month to be distributed on the first
Sunday of the month, then the same to be dis-

promote Christian stewardship in its broadest cussed in the regular society meetings during the
implications. Thousands of copies of this month. Follow this up for a period of months
literature have been distributed, but thousands sufficient to cover all the series.
more ought to be distributed in places where We invite correspondence. Address General
such distribution has not been made. We will Stewardship Committee, 2923 Troost Avenue,

turnish a package of samples to all pastors who Kansas City, Missouri.

N N *d\vgc* /\ﬂ N ANA ANA N * % W\ N .i'/\ N N N
| DORAN’S MINISTERS MANUAL FOR 1936 |
>+
2 Eleventh Annual Issue 2
* Compiled and Edited by G. B. F. HALLOCK f
* For the busy preacher it is an inexhaustible source book of homi- [l
letical material, distinct from any former issue. “. .. sermon sugges- *
[| tions for the different church days and for almost every conceivable *
occasions. . illustrations and select poems and elaborate quotations
* from noted preachers and leading periodicals.”— Christian Advocate.
the best volume of its kind. . ..”— Review and Expositor. Among [l
¥ the new features are The Junior Pulpit, Lenten Services, Lenten Evan- ?
; gelism and Plan Your Preaching. *
)| In this book you will find: Sermon outlines, prayers, quotable
] poems, seed thoughts for sermons, hymn selections, approximately N
* 80 suggestive texts, sermons for children, suggested sermon subjects, *
)| bulletin board slogans, prayermeeting talks for each week of the year,

[l and other features including three new departments: The Junior Pul- il
* pit, Lenten Services and Lenten Evangelism. Between seven and eight [l
hundred pages. Price $2.00 Il

* *
* NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE |
2923 Troost Ave., Kansas City, Mo.

* *
* *
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A NEW IDEA IN CHRISTMAS GREETINGS FOR PASTORS

. G-RISTWAS THOUGHT

‘F theNneﬂ’ﬁ

i

B
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Crooci will toward .Wen.

These new folders are being advertised to our pastors only.
Price in small quantities, 35c a dozen;

FOUR ATTRACTIVE CHRISTMAS FOLDERS FOR PASTORS

No. 2454

No. 2454. May the Christ-
mas joy of the shepherds
fill also your life with its
light of beauty (M att.
2:10).

No. 2455. May the star
that guided the Wise' Mein
to the Infant Jesus bring
light and joy (Matt. 2:9).

No. 2456. The peace that
came with the new born
Christ child fill your heart
and home, and remain
throughout the new year.

No. 2457. Good Wiill
from the heavenly Father
and the joy of the Christ
child attend you this yule-
tide and in the <coming
year.

Small quantities,

3c each; 100 or more 2}£c each.
NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE, 2923 Troost Ave., Kansas City,

100 or more at 2% ¢ each, postpaid.

This is a new type of Christ-
mas greeting folder that should
appeal to our pastors. It is dig-
nified and attractive and yet
enough of a novelty to attract
attention and to stand out from
eamong a number of conventional
cards and folders.

Each folder may be uniquely
folded together and sealed along
the gummed flap and mailed un-
der 1~ c postage to any address.
Personal signature or printed
three-line church address may be
added at the end of the message
in the convenient space pro-
vided.

Printed in artis-
tic, subdued colors.
Each one has ap-
propriate Christmas
greeting. Average
size when closed
3/ x4/ in. These
high grade cards
are sure to please.
Envelopes to match.

No. 2455

No. 2456
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