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p o s it iv e  p o a c h i n g
I  B y  T h e ' . i  x to r

|  Y  T  IS  alw ays very  com m endable fo r th e  p reacher to  be considerate on questions of a
j I con troversia l n a tu re  if those questions are such th a t  one certain  answ er is n o t v ita l.
|  B u t' it  is a g rea t m istake for th e  preacher to  place th e  gospel of C hrist on a  level
|  w ith  d isp u ta tio n s ab o u t science, a r t  an d  lite ra tu re . F o r while he m ay by  such m eans
|  gain  the  sy m p a th y  of doub ters, he will n o t be able to  save even them .

I t  w as th e  fact th a t  Je su s “ ta u g h t as one having au th o rity  an d  n o t as th e  scribes”
|  th a t  d rew  the  m ultitu d es to  H im  and  m ade them  willing to  follow  H im . A nd a
|  gospel of specu lation  has no m ore force now  th an  it h ad  in those days w hen rabbis
g depended upon the  trad itio n s  of the fa th ers  to  m ake their theories forceful,
i: I t  is th e  p reacher’s first d u ty  to  assure his own soul. A nd th a n k  G od th a t  this
1  can be done. In s tead  of m erely guessing h is w ay along, the  p reacher can know  G od
i  so definitely th a t  it will be im possible fo r him  to  discuss religious experience in the
I  sam e tone  in w hich he lectures on politics.

T hen  it is th e  p reacher’s d u ty  to  know  his source book, the  Bible, an d  to  depend
|  upon i t  for his ow n guidance and  the  guidance of o thers. T h is m eans th a t  he is indeed
I  to  “ preach  the W ord ."  I t  has been d em onstra ted  tim e and  again th a t  those who
I  criticize the  Bible are  n o t acqua in ted  w ith  its  teaching, so th e  p reacher w ho know s
|  his Bible is in good re lation  bo th  w ith  those w ho know  it  an d  love it  and  w ith  those
1  w ho do n o t love it because th ey  do n o t know  it.

I t  is fu rth e r  the  p reacher’s d u ty  to  know  the  doctrines of the  C hurch  w hich have
|  been know n th ro u g h o u t the  centuries and  have stood the shock of a thousand  a ttacks,
i  U suallv  those w ho becom e the  v ictim s of cu rre n t d oub ts are those w ho e ither nevera
I  d id  m ake a good exam ination  of the foundations of the  faith  of the  sain ts o r those
|  w ho have m ade such frequen t excursions in to  the  fields of speculation th a t  their know l-
|  edge of th e  “ old w ay ” has becom e dim  an d  obsolete. T he philosophy of th e  C hris-
|  tian  religion is ind ispu tab le  to  sound  reason and  there is no occasion fo r presenting  it
|  apologetically .

A nd finally, it  takes positive p reaching to  sa tisfy  the  needs of m en. T he R om anJ C atholics presen t an infallible pope and  an  unerring  church. A nd even th is m istaken
1 au th o r ity  satisfies m illions in the ir call fo r som ething upon w hich  they  can depend.
1  B u t w e have  an  in e rran t Bible an d  a certitude  of C hristian  testim ony  th a t  w e m ay
1 offer to  those w ho desire som ething upon  w hich th ey  can p lan t the ir feet w ith o u t fear
i  of u n ce rta in ty . A nd  th e  fact th a t  th is  is an  age of speculation  and  change an d  uncer-
I  ta in ty  is so m uch m ore the  reason fo r preaching a  positive gospel. W hile o thers are
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slaying, “ T his m ay or m ay n o t be tru e ,” let us presenf> the “ thus sa ith  th e  L o rd .” W hile o thers 
are  speculating abo u t hallucinations, let us em phasise th e  fact th a t  “ w hereas I  w as b lind , 
now  I  see.”

EDITORIAL n o t e s
D o n ’t  fo rget to  supp lem ent y o u r  v e rb a l Pr^aching by the  d istrib u tio n  of good lite ra tu re . 

T he fear of being dubbed  a “book ag en t” ?keePs back  some preachers from  doing th e ir  d u ty . 
Y o u r people are  going to  read . Y ou m ay V*o t /De able even to  keep them  fro m  read ing  some 
th ings th a t  they  ought n o t to  read . B u t y ou ^an a t  least help to  fill th e ir hom es w ith  good 
books an d  papers an d  thus encourage them  V 0 r -ad w h at they  should.

A nd w hile speaking of good lite ra tu re , ancF som ew hat a t the  risk  of being considered  “ in te r
ested,” I  w ould like fo r our readers to  exam ine our N azarene M o n th ly  in w hich is p resen ted  
each m on th  a booklet on some doctrinal, insp irational or e th ical phase of the  general them e of 
full salvation . T he M o n th ly  is for laym en as well as preachers. A nd from  tim e to  tim e there 
are  abridgm ents of o ld holiness classics w hich w e th in k  is a  fea tu re  w ith in  itself.

A nd now  th a t  the  people are back  fro m  th e  sum m er vacations, the  wise preacher will 
“ m eet them  a t  th e  do o r” an d  get them  in to  a church  p ro g ram  so engrossing th a t  th e  fall and 
w in te r an d  spring will fly by  before they  have tim e to  th in k  of w orld ly  diversions. T h e re  is no 
cure like positive em ploym ent.

H elpfu l b iography  is h a rd  to  ob ta in , we therefo re  tak e  the  lib e rty  to  m ention  “ T h e  Soul 
D igger,” b y  D r. Jo h n  P au l, w hich  is a  new  b iog raphy  of B ishop W illiam  T ay lo r, an d  is one 
of the  best books of the  k in d  we have seen T here is a lo t of illu stra tiv e  m a tte r  w hich  p reachers 
w ill find usable.

“ P reach ing  o u t of th e  overflow ” is a  w onderfu l s ta n d a rd . T he idea is th a t  w e preach  b e tte r  
w hen w e can give only the  cream  of o u r th o u g h t. W hen th e  p reacher is p u t to  i t  to  “have 
som ething to  say” his quality  canno t b u t suffer u nder th e  stra in .

CHARLES M, ALEXANDER
As a  “ Singing E vangelist,” th e  sub jec t of th is  sketch ran k s w ith  Sankey a n d  T ow ner. Chas. 

M . A lexander w as b o rn  in Tennessee, O ctober 24, 1867. H e w as n o t a  com poser, ne ither d id  he 
lay  claim  to  being a so lo ist; he was ra th e r  a  song leader an d  as such he h ad  no  superio r. H is 
appeal seem ingly w as irresistible, his personal m agnetism  w as such th a t  g rea t crow ds w ould  do 
h is b idding. In  tw o  w orld -w ide evangelistic to u rs  he w on his w ay  in to  th e  h e a r ts  o f thou san d s 
by  h is b u o y an t good cheer an d  geniality . U n d erneath  h is friendliness an d  personal charm  w as a 
b u rn ing  zeal for th e  sa lvation  of the  lost an d  a  constan t desire to  w in m en to  C hrist. I n  O ctober, 
1920, a t  his hom e in B irm ingham , E ngland , his voice w as silenced in dea th  as he w en t to  sing the 
song of M oses an d  th e  Lam b.

A USEFUL BOOK
L ast w eek a  preacher said he needed som ething  th a t  w ould  help  h im  in  th e  p rep a ra tio n  of 

serm ons an d  addresses ad ap ted  to  com m union services. P erh ap s the re  are  o thers w ho have 
realized th e  need of help in regard  to  th is  special service, an d  w e w ould like to  recom 
m end, “A round  th e  L o rd ’s T ab le ,” by  G oodchild , w hich can  be ob ta ined  fro m  o u r P ublish ing  
H ouse fo r $1.50.
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DEVOTIONAL
S O M E  G R E A T  P R E A C H E R S  

I H A V E  K N O W N
B y  A. M . H il l s  

No. 16. D r. Jo h n  H e n ry  B a rro w s

JO H N  H E N R Y  BA R R O W S w as bo rn  in 
M edinah , M ichigan, Ju ly  11, 1847. H e  w as 
the  son of R e v . Jo h n  M ann ing  B arrow s an d  

C atherine  P aine  M ore, one of th e  early  g raduates 
of O berlin  College, an d  a  g ifted  linguist. T h e  
fa th e r  w as also scholarly  a n d  ta u g h t fo r years in 
th e  facu lty  of O livet College, M ichigan, w here 
young  Jo h n  H en ry  g rad u a ted  w ith  h o n o r in the 
class of 1867 a t  tw en ty  years  o f age.

H e th en  w ent E a s t to  s tu d y  theology and  to o k  
his tra in in g  a t  Y ale Sem inary , U nion Sem inary 
an d  A ndover. T h is ind icates th a t  he w as s tu d y 
ing m en  an d  com m unities, as well as theology. 
H e certa in ly  cam e und er th e  influence of noble 
m inds in all those in stitu tio n s a t  th a t  p a rticu la r 
tim e. T here  w ere P residen t W olsey an d  N oah 
P o rte r, a n d  T im o th y  D w ight an d  th e  fam ous h is
to rian , Geo. P . F isher a t Yale. H en ry  B. Sm ith 
and  D rs. S hedd an d  Schaff in N ew  Y ork , an d  the 
g ian t P a rk s  a t  A ndover, M ass. I f , like Beecher, 
he s tud ied  m en ra th e r  th a n  books, he had  a noble 
course o f tra in ing , an d  perhaps a som ew hat m ixed 
th e o lo g y !

T hen  the young  theologian  left th e  cities a n d  
cu ltu re  of the  E ast an d  gave him self to  hom e m is
sionary  w o rk  an d  school teaching on the  plains 
of K ansas, du ring  p a r t  of w hich  tim e  he  w as 
coun ty  school superin tenden t. I  do n o t find  in 
the  records of th a t  period  any  nam e of churches 
th a t  he p lan ted  o r p asto red  or revivals th a t  he 
led. I have  a  dim  suspicion th a t  he w as n o t 
w orking th e  p reaching business very  h a rd . H e 
m ay  still have been study ing  people an d  ou t 
am ong  th e  ten ts  and  dugouts an d  shacks of K an 
sas pioneers there  w as abundance  of o p p o rtu n ity  
a t  th a t  tim e. B u t it  is m ore p robab le th a t  he 
w as slow ly  w ork ing  up  fine serm ons a n d  com 
m ittin g  th em  to  m em ory, fo r th a t  was his m ethod  
of p reaching all his life— m em oriter preaching.

W e nex t h ea r  of him  as p as to r  of th e  F irs t 
C ongregational church  of Springfield, 111., fo r one 
year. A m em ber of th a t  church  to ld  the  w riter
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years a f te rw ard  th a t  “Jo h n  B arrow s preached one 
serm on in th a t  p u lp it eight tim es th a t  year, and  
it was so fine th a t  w e could  gladly have  heard  it 
eight tim es m ore .” B u t his fine serm ons were yet 
too few in  nu m b er to  have  a continuous p as to r
a te  of any  length. H e w ent ab ro ad  fo r a  y e a r’s 
travel, p reaching fo r some m onths in th e  A m er
ican C hapel, Paris. H e re tu rn ed  hom e w ith  
m ore know ledge of the  w orld  an d  m en, an d  pos
sibly w ith  a few  m ore serm ons carefully  w ritten  
and  com m itted  to  m em ory. In  his foreign travels 
he m et a very  ta len ted  A m erican girl, M iss Sarah  
E leanor M ole o f W illiam stow n, M ass., w ho could 
repeat as m uch p o e try  as he could! A  sm all 
m u tu a l ad m ira tio n  society w as fo rm ed  w hich  
ripened in to  m arriage Ju n e  6, 1875. H ow  long 
the  honeym oon  lasted  or w here o r w hen he 
preached his o rations, o r w hen he was called to 
be p as to r of E llio t Congregational church, L aw 
rence, M ass., the  record is pain fu lly  silent. 
W hether he h ad  a  revival or an y  success o r w on 
any  souls o r a  long o r sho rt p as to ra te  absolutely 
no th ing  is said. T he nex t b rief item  is th a t  in
1880 he w as called to  the  p as to ra te  of M averick  
C ongregational church, E ast B oston. H e  w as 
there  one year an d  there  w as a  deb t of $10,000 
on the p ro p erty . T he F irs t P re sby terian  church 
of Chicago, m eantim e, h ad  h eard  of those elo
q uen t, m aste rfu l serm ons of th a t  young Jo h n  
H enry  B arrow s. T hey  offered to  p ay  th e  entire 
deb t of M averick  church  if she w ould  surrender 
to  them  her p as to r. T he church consented  an d  in
1881 R ev. Jo h n  H en ry  B arrow s w ent to  h is p u l
p it th ro n e  in the  g reat C ap ita l of th e  W est. H e 
now  h ad  a  suprem e o p p o rtu n ity , w hich  he filled 
fo r over fourteen  years, till F eb ru ary , 1896. His 
fam e as an o ra to r  sp read  over th e  n a tio n  in all 
directions. H e w as inv ited  to  address union 
m eetings an d  ecclesiastical assemblies, an d  young 
people’s conventions an d  dedications an d  great 
occasions w here thrilling  o ra to ry  w as in dem and. 
H e h a d  learned  to  w rite  in noble, im pressive 
English, an d  to deliver im pressively w h a t he had 
w ritten . W e once h eard  h im  deliver the  dedica
to ry  address of a college lib ra ry  building. I t  
w as a m aste rfu l o ra tion  half or th ree -q u a rte rs  of



260 T H E  P R E A C H E R 'S  M A G A Z IN E

an h our long, w ith  a long q u o ta tio n  from  H om er 
and  it  w as on sale in pam phle t form  a t th e  door 
w ith in  five m inu tes a fte r  his address w as finished, 
w o rd  fo r w ord , as he had  delivered i t  from  
m em ory.

F o r fo u r years during  h is Chicago p as to ra te  he 
addressed grea t audiences every S abbath  evening 
in C en tral M usic H all. The Cyclopaedia m en
tions some of his specially g rea t o ra to rica l e f
fo rts— “H is G rand A rm y A ddresses,” a serm on 
on “ M unicipal P a trio tism ,” “A U nion T h an k s
giving Serm on,” preached a t P lym ou th  C ongre
gational church, N ovem ber 27, 1890; “O ration  a t 
W ashington C entenn ia l,” 1889; his fam ous lec
tu re  on “Sam uel A d am s;” Lectures on R em 
b ra n d t, Shakespeare, an d  Jo h n  S tew art M ill, de
livered a t C h au tauqua. Some of these serm ons 
and  addresses were published. H e w ro te  books, 
“T he Gospels are T rue  H is to rie s ;” “ I Believe in 
G od,” “ L ife of H enry  W ard  B eech er;” “T he 
Shakespeare of the  P u lp i t ;” tw o  volum es on “T he 
P arliam en t of R e lig ion ;"  "C h ris tian ity  the  W orld  
R e lig ion ;” the  lectures he delivered in In d ia  and  
J a p a n ;  “A W orld  P ilgrim age,” his trav e l a round  
the w orld.

H e orig inated  and  w as presiden t of the  P a rlia 
m ent of Religions w hich m et in Chicago a t  the 
C olum bian Exposition  in Septem ber, 1893. I t  
was a tten d ed  by represen tatives of all C hristian  
sects an d  bodies, also Jew s, B uddhists, H indus, 
C onfucianists, M oham m edans, Ja ins, and  rep re 
sen tatives of G reek and  o ther o riental churches.

P rofessor M uller of O xford  called th is P a r lia 
m ent of R eligions one of the  m ost rem arkable 
events in the  h isto ry  of the  w orld . H on . W m .
E. D odge, p resident of the  E vangelical Alliance, 
said, “ T here is one m an, w ho, by  v ir tu e  of the 
m arvelous ab ility  w ith  w hich he organized and 
conducted  th e  g rea t P arliam en t of Religions, is,
I th in k  fitly  entitled  to  be called the  forem ost 
evangelist in the  w orld .”

W e m ay observe here in passing th a t  th is  P a r 
liam ent of Religions p rovoked  a conflict am ong 
the  acknow ledged religious leaders of the  w orld. 
M any  of the  m ost devout an d  em inent C hristian 
teachers d oub ted  the  w isdom  of recognizing the 
heathen  religions and  all unchristian  faiths, as 
being w holly  u n w o rth y  to  be in any  w ay com 
pared  w ith  the  religion of C hrist. Salvation  
comes th rough  H im  alone an d  “ T here is none 
o ther nam e under the  heaven given am ong men 
w hereby we m ust be saved” (A cts 4 :1 2 ). I t  is 
u n th inkab le  th a t the  a u th o r of the first tw o  chap 
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ters of R om ans should  have com ened a C on
gress of Religions, w hen he w as pouring  o u t his 
life, ju st as Jesus did. to  supp lan t th em  all by 
C hristian ity . O ur religion is an d  m ust be essen
tially  n arrow . I t  is C hrist alone, or an  eternal 
doom  (Jo h n  3 :3 6 ). W e now  have in o u r rich 
universities endow ed professorships to  teach 
C om parative Religions. T hey  m ight be exceed
ingly useful. B ut, as a m a tte r  of fact, m any  of 
the  men w ho fill those positions, g lorify  th e  old 
heathenism s, and  dam n C h ristian ity  w ith  fain t 
praise. T he result is the pupils they  tra in  come 
ou t of their classroom s shallow , conceited, con
tem ptib le infidels!

A fter leaving Chicago in 1896, he rem ained  fo r 
study  in G ottengen, G erm any , six m onths. In  
April of th a t  year he delivered  in P aris  an  o ra 
tion  in F rench on “ R eligion as the  U nifier of 
M an k in d .” T he w in ter of 1896-7, was spen t lec
tu ring  in Ind ia . He delivered one hu n d red  and 
fifteen lectures all over the Ind ian  em pire. T he 
In d ian  W itness in C a lcu tta  said, “W e d o u b t very 
m uch w hether Ind ia  has ever been favored  w ith  
so w o rth y  a p resen ta tio n  of the  C hristian  fa ith .” 
The lectures are  a m agnificent co n tr ib u tio n  to  the  
C hristian  Evidences, well w o rth y  of a p erm anen t 
place in C hristian  lite ra tu re . M any  com petent 
critics pronounced  th e  lectu re, “ T he U niversal 
B ook ,” the  finest p resen ta tio n  of the  inco m p ar
able place in the  w o rld ’s life and  lite ra tu re  o f the  
C hristian  Scrip tures w hich th ey  have ever read  
or heard.

D r. B a rrow s delivered lectures in nearly  all the 
g rea t cities of the  co u n try  on “O rien ta l R elig ions.” 
In  F eb ru ary , 1898, he delivered th e  M orse lec
tu res before U nion Theological Sem inary  on, “ T he 
C hristian  C onquest of Asia.”

T hus D r. B arrow s m oved on an d  on, th rough  
an  ever advancing  career of th rilling  m em oriter 
serm ons, g rea t lectures, p raise-evok ing  addresses 
an d  th rilling  orations, w hich led his au d ito rs  to  
s ta re , an d  listen, an d  w onder a t the  m ultip lied  
gifts of th is rem arkab le m an, w ho w as a t least 
reaping a h arv est of golden shekels and  earth ly  
fam e. B u t one th ing  1 miss in th is en tire  story .

Perhaps I am  foolish and  n arro w  an d  one
sided, an d  p u t undue stress on the  m a tte r  of 
ge tting  people a t  least converted  if n o t also 
sanctified, b u t no m ention  is ever m ade of con
verts in the  record  of his life, anyw here, a t  any 
tim e, or of num bers jo in ing  the  church , o r of 
m ultitudes tu rn in g  to G od. Som ehow  it does 
no t read  like “T he Acts of the  A postles,” w here
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I get m y (.(inception of preaching. I f  S t. P au l 
ever spent a week in a  c ity , even under adverse 
circum stances, some m ention  is m ade of those 
w ho “ tu rn ed  to  th e  L o rd  (A cts 17:34; 13:48; 
18:8). D r. B a rro w s’ fa th er and  m other an d  sister 
an d  b ro th e r-in -law  w ere once m y parishioners. 
W hen he w as p as to r in Chicago, rising in to  fam e, 
he to ld  his m o ther th a t  he envied her p as to r his 
success in soul-w inning. F ro m  th is  it seems th a t 
he him self w as conscious th a t  soul-w inning w as 
n o t the  chief characteristic  of his preaching.

As a little  com m ent on m em oriter preaching, 
how ever b rillian t it m ay be, one S ab b a th  m o rn 
ing D r. B a rrow s fo rgo t w h a t cam e next in the 
m iddle of his serm on. H e sto o d  in silence and 
ag ita ted  consternation  try in g  to  recall, b u t 
cou ldn’t ; an d  in hum iliation  an d  confusion he 
closed the  se rv ice ! B u t, let am bitious young 
preachers take  notice, a sooth ing salve w as im 
m ediately  applied  to  h is lacera ted  sensibilities. 
T he rich adm irers in his congregation  concluded he 
zcas tired, an d  a t  once co n trib u ted  an opulent 
purse an d  sent him  to  E urope to  rest am id  the 
Alps, his jad ed  n e rv e s!

T h is b rillian t o ra to r  an d  widely trav e led  m an 
was m ade presiden t of O berlin College in 1898. 
H e im m ediately  u n d e rto o k  the task  of giving 
O berlin a m uch w ider influence, a n d  m ore com 
plete ed ucational resources. D uring  his b rief a d 
m in istra tion  the  college added  $600,000 to  its  en
dow m ent, erected  several new  build ings and  
gained w ide prom inence in th e  educational 
w orld. H e w ent E ast to  deliver an  address on 
some great occasion, a n d  caugh t cold on th e  re
tu rn  tr ip  an d  died from  pneum onia, a f te r  a 
b rief illness, Ju n e  3, 1002. T hu s th is rem arkable 
career cam e to  an  u n tim ely  end a t  the  age of 
fifty-five years. P erh ap s his grea test life-w ork  
h ad  ju s t begun.

A t the  close of th e  P arlia m e n t of R eligions, D r. 
J o h n  H enry  B arrow s gave a review  and  sum m ary 
of results, as he saw  them . W e copy som e of 
his opinions:

“ A g rea t v arie ty  of opinions has been expressed 
by leading p artic ip an ts  in the  P arliam en t, and  
by o thers as to  its n a tu re  an d  effects. T o 
N ag ark ar, it is ‘a  fo re taste  of un iversal b ro th e r
h o o d ;’ to  Joseph  Cook, ‘A resplendent service to 
t r u th ; ’ to  D r. B oardm an , ‘A lengthening of the 
cords of Zion an d  a streng then ing  of its  s ta k e s ;’ 
to D r. Schaff, ‘A new  epoch in the  h isto ry  of 
religion, s tim u la ting  efforts fo r the  reunion of 
C hristendom .’ T oo m uch canno t be said  in
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com m endation  of w h at prevailed  in th is g reat 
m eeting. I t  w as a novel sight th a t  o rthodox  
C hristians should  greet w ith  cordial w ords the 
representatives of alien fa iths w hich they  w ere en 
deavoring  to  bring in to  the  light of the  C hris- 
tion  gospel. M uch m igh t be said of the  high 
character an d  ab ility  of those w ho com posed th is 
historic assem bly. T he P arliam en t w as rigidly 
purged of cranks. M any  m inor sects tried  
earnestly  to  secure a rep resen ta tion  for w hich 
there w as neither tim e n o r fitness. People sought 
to m ake the  m eeting a  m edium  of all so rts of 
p ropagandism , b u t w ith o u t success.

“W hether we ado p t Bishop D ud ley ’s criticism  
of the Anglican church an d  say th a t  it m issed a 
g rea t op p o rtu n ity , or say w ith  M r. H aw eis of 
London  th a t  the C hurch of E ng land  m ade an 
o ther of its m istakes, y e t no m em ber of the  P a r 
liam ent will fo rget the  p ro found  im pression m ade 
by those w ho represented  the Anglican com 
m union.

“One A m erican voice silenced by death , th a t  of 
Phillips B rooks, w ould have been m ost welcom e. 
I t  was felt by m any  th a t  to  claim every th ing  for 
C h ristian ity , and  deny any  good in o ther religions, 
is n o t C hristian , an d  is an im peachm ent of the  
divine goodness. I t  w as evidence th a t  high 
and  beau tifu l fo rm s of ch arac te r have  been 
fashioned b y  the  divine S p irit in fa iths the  m ost 
various. Phariseeism , sectarianism , narrow ness in 
all its m anifestations, w hether ecclesiastical or dog
m atic ; w ere gently  rebuked  by th is P arliam ent. 
C om parison an d  criticism , it w as m ade evident 
were helps to  religion.

“An em inent professor of m oral philosophy 
(D r. N . J . M orrison  of M a rie tta  College) de
clared th a t  it rem inded him  of the  em otions he 
h ad  felt in the  g reat revivals of F inney and  
M oody . D r. F rederick  A. N oble said, ‘There 
were hours w hen it seem ed as though  the  divine 
S p irit w as ab o u t to  descend upon the  people in a 
great pentecostal ou tpouring . N ever d id  C hrist 
seem so large, and  precious to me, never did 
C hristian  faith  seem so necessary to  hum an ity  
and  so sure to prevail, as w hen the P arliam en t 
of Religions closed.’

“I t  is unw ise to  p ronounce the  P arliam en t, as 
some have done, a v ind ication  o r an  illustra tion  
pre-em inen tly  of one idea, e ither the  L iberal, the  
C atholic o r the  Evangelical. T he P arliam en t w as 
too large to  be judged  in th a t  w ay. I t  d id  em 
phasize, as th e  L iberals so em phatically  have done, 
liberty , fellow ship and  character in religion; it



262 T H E  P R E A C H E R ’S M A G A Z IN E

did  em phasize the  R om an  C atholic idea  of a 
universal church, an d  the  desirableness of greater 
u n ity  in religious o rg an iza tio n ; it  d id  em phasize 
a n d  illu stra te  the  g reat evangelical claim  th a t  the 
h istoric C hrist is divine, the  sufficient an d  only 
S avior of m ankind . B u t from  the  fac t th a t  it 
m ade conspicuous so m any  tru th s  an d  phases of 
religion, the  glory of it  canno t be m onopolized by 
any  one division of the  religious w orld . T he 
echoes of the  P arliam en t show  th a t  it  is destined 
to  m ake a p ro fo u n d  an d  ever deepening im pres
sion on religious th o u g h t. I t  has show n th a t  
m ankind  is d riftin g  to w ard  religion an d  n o t aw ay 
from  it. I t  has w idened th e  b o unds of hum an  
fra te rn ity  an d  is giving a s trong  im petus to  the 
study  of com parative religions. I t is deepening 
the  C hristian  in terest in non-C hristian  nations, 
and  will b ring  before m illions in orien tal lands 
the  m ore tru th fu l and  beau tifu l aspects of C hris
tian ity .

“ B u t to  m ost of I he readers of these volum es 
the suprem e question regarding the  P arliam en t 
is th a t  w hich concerns the  relation  of C hris tian 
ity  to  the o ther faiths. I t  m ay be safely said 
th a t partic ip a tio n  in th is m eeting d id n o t com 
prom ise any  C hristian  speaker’s position  as a b e 
liever in the  suprem acy and  un iversa lity  of the  
gospel. T h e re  w as no suggestion on the  p a r t of 
C hristian  speakers th a t  C h ristian ity  w as to  be 
th o u g h t of as on the sam e level w ith  o th er re
ligions. I t  was gladly seen th a t  som e of its tru th s  
are held in com m on w ith  o th er faiths, th a t  M o n o 
theism  appears in M oham m edanism , Parseeism  
and  original H in d u ism ; th a t  the essence o f re
ligion is alw ays the same, th a t  asp ira tion  and  
dependence are  universal, and  th a t  eth ical un ity  
is m ore m arked  th an  d o ctrina l un ity .

“ T here is no d o u b t th a t  the  P arliam en t m ade 
a favorab le  im pression on those w hom  it  desires 
to  win. T he C hristian  religion w ill hereafte r be 
in terp re ted  by its teachings, an d  not by  the  bad  
law s of so-called C hristian  nations. T he orientals 
learned u-hat is true C hristianity , a n d  th ey  can 
speak w ith  au th o rity , an d  say th a t  these evils are 
n o t apologized for, by  th e  real C hristian  m en of 
A m erica an d  E urope. T he sages of the  orient 
w ill learn  th a t  C hristian  A m erica an d  E urope 
have no sym pathy  w'ith the  abom inations w hich 
falsely-nam ed C hristians have practiced , th a t  the 
opium  trafficker an d  the  ru m  trafficker, do n o t 
represent them , and  th a t, while they  believe th a t
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a tru e  C h ristian ity  is th e  w o rld ’s best boon and  
hope, they  th in k  th a t  a m ild  an d  sober B uddhism , 
a self-refreshing an d  tem p era te  C onfucianism  are 
preferable to  a b ru ta l, d ru n k en , in to le ra n t and 
persecuting false C h ris tian ity . T h e  chairm an  of 
th e  P arliam en t said  to  th e  o rien ta ls th a t ,  ‘W hile 
C hristian  disciples w ill con tinue  to  obey the  M a s
te r m ore and  m ore fa ith fu lly , an d  w ill b ring  the 
messages of B ethlehem  an d  C a lva ry  to  those for 
w hom  Jesus lived an d  died, w e believe th a t  the  
gospel, instead  of s trik ing  m ercilessly a t  in d i
genous faiths, should  ad o p t th em  so fa r  as th ey  
agree w ith  its  tru th s , an d  should  alw ays p resent 
to men the  sw eetness an d  m ildness an d  ten d e r
ness and grace of Jesus C h ris t.’

“ R everend m en in the  o rien t have heard  
B uddha an d  C onfucius spoken against, an d  have 
felt alm ost as C hristians in A m erica som etim es 
do when they  hear a b itte r  cam paign of infidelity  
declaim  against the  gospel. C hristian ity  never 
had  so golden an  o p p o rtu n ity  to  show her true  
sp irit, an d  if she h ad  said fa r less th an  she did, 
w ould have been justified in calling th e  P a r lia 
m ent.

“ D r. Pentecost said, ‘I t  w ould  have been cow 
ard ly  and c o n tra ry  to  the  very  genius of C hris
tia n ity  to  have tu rn ed  our backs on i t . ’ There 
w ere no scenes in th a t  m eeting w hich for in te r
est, general en thusiasm  a n d  lo fty  feeling com 
pared  w ith  the  scenes w here the noblest C hristian  
tru th s  w ere eloquen tly  u tte red . I t  m ay be safely 
said th a t  C hrist w as never m ore effectively 
p reached th an  w hen Bishop D udley  an d  o thers 
spoke to all n a tio n s the  o ld evangel. M ost m en 
w ho read  these volum es will believe, w ith  D r. 
H u n g e r, th a t  ‘T he P arliam en t show s th a t  the  
w orld m oves, an d  on th e  w hole m oves C hrist- 
w ard .’

“A g reat volum e of C hristian  evidences will be 
found  in th is volum e by  an y  reader w ho will 
b ring  together tw en ty  of the  leading C hristian  
addresses; an d  a tru e  com prehension of C h ris
tia n ity  will show , a lthough  it  is exclusive  in the  
sense th a t it requires of all th e  acceptance of 
C hrist, as the  one S av ior of the  w 'orld; y e t i t  is 
also g rand ly  inclusive, in the  sense th a t  i t  em 
braces w ith in  its  scope all religious tru th s .

“ T he general w isdom  an d  hum ility  and  co u r
tesy w ith  w'hich all th e  fa ith s endured  the  c riti
cisms w hich w ere inevitable, are g rea tly  to  be 
com m ended. C h ristian ity , so serene an d  im preg
nable, was able to  receive p a tien tly  nearly  all the
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arrow s aim ed  a t  the  im perfections of C hristen 
dom . I have  said  th a t  no o th er religion m ade 
any  serious claim  to  be th e  final fa ith  fo r all 
m ankind . I t  con tains in  itself, n o t as actualized, 
b u t as revealed in its  sacred books, w hatever tru th  
belongs to  n a tu ra l religion, an d  these tru th s  are 
m ade v ita l an d  v igorous by  its  L o rd  an d  Savior. 
C hristian ity  fo r hopefulness, for confidence in its 
ow n resources, fo r essential catholicity , fo r a d a p ta 
tio n  to  all m en’s needs, holds th e  field.

“T here  are certain  characteristics of W estern 
C h ristian ity  w hich are  peculiarly  offensive to  
m any  E aste rn  m inds— a lack  of daily  seriousness, 
an d  though tfu lness an d  prayerfu lness, a rough
ness an d  d iscourtesy, a fondness fo r b ru ta l sports 
and  pleasures. C hristendom , as it is nowr o rgan 
ized, is n o t fitted  fo r the  sw ift o r im m ediate  con
quest of the  globe. T he follow ers of C hrist are  
w ickedly an d  foolishly d ivided, an d  th ey  th ru s t 
th e ir  div isions an d  follies before the  eyes of 
h eathendom . An acquain tance  w ith  C hristian  
civilization furnishes m an y  p lausible reasons to 
the  n o n -C h ristian  m in d  fo r clinging to  th e  old 
faiths. N o t un til th e  disciples of C hrist get 
closer together, an d  C hristian  society becomes 
m ore C hristlike, n o t u n til the C hurch  is rad ian t 
w ith  m ore of the  b eau ty  of holiness, an d  re tu rn s 
in m eekness to  th e  sim plicity  th a t  is in C hrist, 
an d  n o t u n til m issionaries generally  are  equipped 
w ith  a  b e tte r  know ledge of ethnic fa ith s  and  
fitted  w ith  m ore C hristian  ideas in regard  to  them , 
will the re  daw n  upon  the  globe th e  golden age of 
C hristian  missions.

“W 'ithout reserve it  m ay be said th a t  the  P a r 
liam ent of Religions w as as m uch an achievem ent 
of faith  as an y th in g  recorded in the  eleventh 
chap ter of the  H ebrew s. C h ris tian ity  alone had  
in terest enough in such a conference to  insure its 
success. In  sp ite of its  divisions, C hristian ity  
realized th a t  its  essential u n ity  in th e  person of 
Jesus C hrist, w ould  enable it  to  m ake a d istinct 
an d  tru th fu l im pression on the  w orld . K now ing 
its im pregnab ility  in th a t  one d ivine center, w hich 
no o th e r  religion has, an d  confident of its  u lti
m ate v ic to ry , C hristian ity  w as ready  to  criticize 
itself, its  actual condition , while the  non-C h ristian  
fa iths said  little  o r no th ing  critical of th e  presen t 
condition  of th e ir  peoples. B ravely , an d  w ith  
g ra te fu l cheerfulness, C hristendom  to o k  the  strong 
blow s w hich  her sins deserve. T ru e  C hristian 
ity  has no t in th is generation  been m ore highly 
honored  th an  by  such criticism .
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“M any  garbled  an d  u tte rly  m isleading reports 
of the  P arliam en t w ent abroad , b u t no th ing  m ore 
incorrec t th an  the  s ta tem en t th a t  little  w as said 
ab o u t C hrist. T he C hristian  sp irit pervaded  the 
P arliam en t from  first to  last. C h ris t’s p ray er w as 
daily  used, H is nam e w as alw ays spoken w ith  
reverence. N o w ord  w ith  a shadow’ of criticism  
w as u tte re d  against H im . H is  doctrine w as 
preached by a  h undred  C hristians, an d  by  lips 
o th er th an  C hristian . ‘T he P arliam en t ended a t 
C a lvary .’ T he glorification of th e  F a therhood  
of God an d  the B ro therhood  of M an  show s how  
eager m en w ere to  take  refuge in C hristian  ideas, 
and  w h a t occurred in  the  P arliam en t is m an i
festly tak ing  place in the new sects w hich are ra p 
idly form ing in H industan . G ood men have criti
cized the  P arliam en t m ercilessly; b u t all C hris
tian s should rem em ber th a t  C h ristian ity  called it, 
inspired  it, conducted  it, has defended it, an d  is 
likely to  po in t to  it  as one of its greatest achieve
m ents, ‘N ever since the  day  w hen St. P au l stood 
on th e  sta irs  of the  castle of Jerusalem , an d  spoke 
so confidently  of the  W ay to  the  angry  and  tu r 
bu len t m ultitudes, have  w ords m ore positive, clear 
and  opportune, and , w ithal, delicately courteous, 
been voiced.’

“ T he P arliam en t has show n th a t  C hristian ity  
is still th e  g rea t quickener of h u m an ity , th a t  it  is 
now  educating  those w ho do n o t accept its  doc
trines, th a t  th e re  is no teacher to  be com pared 
w ith  C hrist, an d  no S av ior excepting C hrist, th a t  
there  is no assured an d  transfo rm ing  hope of con
scious an d  blessed im m o rta lity  outside of the 
C hristian  Scrip tu res and  th a t  all the  philosophies 
do n o t bring G od so near to  m an  as He is b rought 
by the  gospel of C hrist.

“B efore closing m y w ork in  connection w ith  
the P arliam en t of Religions, I  w ish to  con tribu te  
m y strong  - and  g ra tefu l testim ony  to  the  tru th  
an d  pow er of the  C hristian  gospel. W hile I  w rite  
these w ords, th e  body  of m y eldest son, Jo h n  
M ann ing  B arrow s, a  noble boy of th irteen , lies 
u nburied  in m y house. F ro m  beh ind  th is earth ly  
shadow  w ould  th a t  a gleam  of heavenly  b rig h t
ness m ight fall on these final pages. W ith  m il
lions of sorrow ing h earts I  now  know  the  p re 
cious an d  unspeakable consolations of C hrist, and 
to  all w ho in the  Old W orld o r the  N ew , dwell 
in dea th -sm itten  hom es, I  w ould  th a t  H e m ight 
en ter w ho is the  C onqueror of dea th  a n d  w ho 
fills the  believing h e a rt w ith  sw eet and  sa tisfac
to ry  assurances of endless reunion  an d  conscious 
blessedness beyond  the  g rave .”
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S T U D IE S  IN  T H E  S E R M O N  O N  T H E  
M O U N T

B y  O liv e  M . W in c h e s t e r  
F a lse  a n d  T ru e  T rea su re s

(M a tt. 6:19-24)

PA SSIN G  from  the  consideration  of the  c u r
ren t religious s tandards, an d  the  fu tility  of 
the com m on m ode of keeping these rites, 

futile because the m ain objective lay in seeking 
glory of men and  n o t in the  tru e  w orsh ip  of 
God, Jesus tu rn s to o ther phases of life. In  all 
ages there  has been one besetting  snare w hich has 
seemed to  loom  above all o thers, nam ely , the 
love of m oney or the  covetous sp irit. I t  w ould 
appear th a t  no o th er evil is so com m on, and  no 
o th er evil has so m any accom panying ills.

W hile the  covetous desire has been general, ye t 
it has seem ed to  have gripped the Je w  w ith  p a r 
ticu lar tenacity . M oreover in the days in w hich 
C hrist lived, there w as th e  th o u g h t th a t  the  rich 
m an had  special p rerogatives as regards entering 
the k ingdom  of heaven. Accordingly as in the 
case of the  cu rren t religious s tandards the  in junc
tions of Jesus cut s tra ig h t across the  cu rren t 
th ink ing  of the  tim e, so d id  the  adm onition  now. 
To those w ho m ade the  m ain objective of their 
lives th e  accum ulation  of w ealth , Jesus sounded 
fo rth  a w arn ing  note, “L ay  n o t up fo r yourselves 
treasures upon th e  ea rth .”

In  searching for the  im p o rt of th is com m and, 
we m ay ob ta in  help from  the  reading of the 
original. “T reasure [present tense of h ab itu a l an d  
custom ary  ac tion] n o t up  fo r yourselves treas
ures upon  the  ea rth .” T he th o u g h t w ould  seem 
to be th a t  th is  is the  consum ing passion of the  
life, the  dom inating  principle of action, th e  esti
m ation  th a t  earth ly  treasures are the  highest good 
in life. In  T im . 6 :9-10 we find a passage which 
sheds some light upon th is one. “ B u t they  th a t  
are m inded to be rich fall in to  a tem p ta tio n  and  
a snare an d  m any foolish an d  h u rtfu l lusts, such 
as d row n  m en in destruction  an d  perd ition . F o r 
the  love of m oney is a roo t of all k inds of evil; 
which some reaching a fte r  have been led  a s tray  
from  the  fa ith , and  have pierced them selves 
th rough  w ith  m any sorrow s.” W e no te  here th a t

the expression is "m inded  to  be rich ,” th a t  is, they  
m ake it the one end  an d  a im  of th e ir  l iv e s ; they  
have no th o u g h t of service w ith  th e  riches p ro 
cured. T hey  seek gain fo r its  ow n sake. T o  
such as these th en  the  w arn ing  of Jesus w ould 
seem to  come, “ L ay n o t up fo r yourselves upon 
the earth ."

In  connection w ith  the  ad m on ition , a reason is 
su b jo ined ; the  reason is in feren tia l ra th e r  th an  
im plicitly sta ted  b u t its force is p e rtin en t. T reas
ures should no t be h oarded  here upon  the  ea rth  
because of th e ir  transien t and  ephem eral na tu re , 
“ W here m oth  an d  ru st consum e, an d  w here 
thieves b reak  th rough  and  stea l.” T he figurative 
language takes its  form  from  the  d ay  an d  age. 
In  those tim es w hen no banks existed, treasures 
often consisted of b eau tifu l garm en ts  w hich m ay 
have been heirloom s, vessels of silver an d  gold or 
when th ey  to o k  the  form  of m oney, fo r safe keep
ing it was som etim es h idden in the ground . T he 
m oth m igh t destroy  the  garm ents, an d  the vessels 
of silver and gold m igh t corrode as also the  
m oney hidden in the  g round . M oreover in to  the  
m ud houses the thieves m ight dig, and  steal th e ir  
choice possessions. T hus there  could  be no secur
ity  in the  tenure of such treasures. “P erishab le
ness is the  q u a lity  of every th ing  ea rth ly ,” says 
S tier, an d  he continues, “ H e w ho heaps u p  silver 
as the  dust and  prepares ra im en t as th e  clay (Jo b  
27:16) shall find o u t th a t  all the  ea rth ly  an d  
tran sito ry  possessions of m o rta l m an pass aw ay 
like they  them selves, whose foundation  is as the 
dust, w hich  are  crushed before the  m o th  (Jo b  
4 :1 9 ) .” A ccordingly, because of the ir  uncer
ta in ty , the  treasures of ea rth  have  no in trinsic 
a n d  abid ing value. T hey  pass w ith  tim e. Should 
they  rem ain  th ro u g h o u t the  life of an  indiv idual, 
they  pass on to  an o th er g e n e ra tio n ; they  do no t 
jo u rn ey  w ith  the  ind iv idual to  an o th e r  w orld. 
T hey  have no value in heaven  unless they  have 
been exchanged in to  the  currency of th a t  eternal 
realm .

T herefore in co n trad istinc tion  to  the  in junction  
n o t to  lay up treasures here on ea rth , comes the  
adm on ition , “ B u t lay u p  fo r yourselves treasure  
in heaven, w here neither m o th  n o r ru s t do th  con
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sume, an d  w here  th ieves do n o t b reak  th rough  
n o r steal.”  In  th is  connection  the  first question 
arising  in ones’ m ind m ight be, W h a t constitu tes 
treasu re  in h eaven? If  we tu rn  once m ore to  
T im o th y  ch ap te r 6, verses 17-19, we receive some 
light. “ C harge them  th a t  a re  rich in th is present 
w orld , th a t  th ey  be n o t h ighm inded, nor have 
th e ir  hope set on th e  u n certa in ty  of riches, bu t 
on G od, w ho giveth  us richly all th ings to  e n jo y ; 
th a t  they  do aood, th a t  they  be rich in good 
w orks, th a t  they  be ready  to  d istrib u te , willing 
to  com m unicate ; lay ing  up  in store for th e m 
selves a  good found a tio n  against the  tim e to 
com e, th a t  they  m ay lay hold on the  life w hich 
is life indeed .” T hu s we see th a t  th e  treasu re  in 
heaven  w ou ld  seem  to  be th e  services rendered 
to  th e  needy a ro u n d  ab o u t us. T hese do no t 
constitu te  the  ground  of our sa lvation , fo r th a t 
alone is in C hrist, b u t th ey  are  the  resu ltan t effect 
of o u r sa lvation , an d  give expression to  the riches 
o f grace w ith in  the  h eart.

As w ith  the  p roh ib ition  there  was subjoined 
an  im plied  reason so w ith  the  exhorta tion . The 
w isdom  of laying u p  treasure  in heaven lies in 
th e  fact th a t  such treasures are eternal, they  
abide fo rever. T hey pass n o t aw ay  w ith  time. 
“ In  sp iritua l s tru c tu res,” says Jenk ins, “ there  is 
no w aste, no loss, no destruction . T here is no 
change there  except the  change to w ard  a greater 
perfection . N o th ing  there  d isin tegrates o r decays. 
S p iritu a l riches abide forever."

Besides th e  reason of the  tran s ito ry  o r abiding 
n a tu re  of th e  treasu re  as establishing its value, 
comes a reason explicitly s ta te d  as the  ground 
for the  choice of the heavenly  treasu re  over 
against the  earth ly . “ F o r w here th y  treasu re  is, 
th e re  will th y  h ea rt be also .” W hatev er w e place 
the  highest value upon  in life a ro u n d  th a t  will 
g a th er our th o u g h t life an d  our h e a rt 's  affection. 
If we regard  the s to ring  of w ealth  the  objective 
of suprem e w o rth , o u r heart will cling to  this, 
b u t if we hold  in highest esteem the  service of 
m ank ind , to  lead them  along w ith  us to  life 
e ternal, th is will be the  delight of our heart. 
“Y o u r treasu re  is, safely laid up, ■perfectly ready 
fo r you, in h eaven ,” says S tier, “ le t th en  your 
hea rt ever m ore and  m ore perfec tly  an d  undi- 
videdly be fixed upon it an d  absorbed  w ith  it 
th e r e !”

Follow ing th e  p la in  in junctions, Je su s gave a 
brief parab le , w hich m ight be called “ T he P arab le  
of the  E ye.” T o  in te rp re t this, one needs the 
li"h t which com es from  th e  cu rren t phraseology

of the day. A ccording to  L igh tfoo t, “a  good 
eye” indicates a  b o u n tifu l h eart, and  “an  evil 
eye” a covetous h eart. T his exp lanation  seems 
to  be borne o u t by P roverbs. In  22:9 w e read, 
“ H e th a t h a th  a boun tifu l [H eb. good] eye shall 
be blessed; fo r he giveth of his b read  to  the 
poor,” and  in 28:22, “H e th a t  h a th  an  evil eye 
haste th  a f te r  riches, an d  know eth  n o t th a t  w ant 
shall come upon h im .” W ith  these in te rp re ta tio n s 
in m ind we tu rn  to  the  parable, “T he lam p of 
the  body is the eye: if therefore  th ine eye be 
single, th y  w hole body shall be full of light. 
But if thine eye be evil, th y  whole body shall be 
full of darkness. If  therefore the  light th a t  is 
w ith in  thee be darkness, how  g reat is th a t  
da rk n ess !” T hus we see th a t  in these figures 
Jesus couched an o th e r  reason w hy the heavenly 
treasure should be the m ain objective of m an ’s 
living. If  there  be a single eye for th is one great 
purpose in life, the  sp iritual vision w ould be 
clarified, an d  thus would ensue a p roper ap p re 
ciation of sp iritual values, and  they w ould  be 
given the  suprem acy in life. B u t if on the o ther 
hand  the “eye be evil,” th a t  is the soul be 
possessed by a covetous spirit, then  w ith in  dwell- 
eth darkness, and  if th a t perceptive pow er by 
which we receive th e  light becomes darkness, then  
is the  darkness d en se ; there seems to  be no hope 
of light break ing  in upon  the  soul. As C arr says, 
"T h is gives to  our L o rd ’s w ords the though t, 
‘covetousness darkens the soul m ore th an  a n y 
th in g  else, it  is the m edium  through  w hich the  
light cannot pass.’ ” Bruce paraphrases an d  ex
plains thus: “T he eye is th e  lam p of the  body: 
when it is healthy  we see to  do our daily w ork, 
when it is diseased we are in darkness. So w ith  
the  eye of the soul, the  heart, seat o f desire: 
when it is free from  covetousness, n o t anxious 
to hoard , all goes well w'ith o u r sp iritual func
tion-. we choose and  act wisely. W hen sordid 
passions possess it there is darkness w ith in  deeper 
th an  th a t w hich afflicts the b lind  m an. W e m is
take  the . relative values of things, choose the 
worse, neglect the better, or fla tte r ourselves th a t 
we can have b o th .”

T h a t the  tru th  m ight be set fo rth  still m ore 
explicitly Jesus added still an o th e r parable, th a t 
of “ T he T w o M aste rs .” “N o m an can serve tw o 
m asters: for e ither he will hate the one, and  love 
the o th e r; o r else he will hold  to  the  one and  
despise the  o ther. Y e cannot serve G od and 
m am m on.” “ N o m an can serve tw o  m asters,” 
w as an old p roverb . N o d o u b t the  underlying
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though t is th a t the m asters are  of co n tra ry  n a 
tures, so there in  lies the  im possibility  of serving 
bo th . Riches as o th er tru sts  righ tly  acquired 
constitu te  a gift from  God, b u t they  are  alw ays to 
be used in keeping w ith  divine d irection  an d  arc 
never to  become the m aste r of th e  soul. R e 
garding the significance of the  idea expressed by 
m am m on, there is some divergence of opin ion ; 
som e say th a t  M am m on w as a  S yrian  idol, the  
god of riches, an d  o thers deny th a t  th is idol w'as 
know n in N ew  T estam en t tim es. H ow ever th is 
m ay be, riches w hen served as th e  suprem e a m 
bition  of the  life constitu te  an  idol, so the 
th o u g h t reached in conclusion is the  same. 
T here has ever been a tendency to  personify  th is 
term , thereby  ind icating  the  covetous sp irit, and  
idolizing of riches w ith in  the  h eart. So M ilton  
describes M am m on:

“T he least erected sp irit th a t  fell 

F rom  heaven ; fo r even in heaven his looks 
and thoughts 

W ere alw ays dow nw ards ben t, adm iring  m ore 

The riches of heaven’s pavem ent, trodden  gold. 

T han  au g h t divine or holy else enjoyed 

In  vision beatific.” “ Parad ise L ost,” Vol. 1, 
678.

W ith  tw o  m asters of such con trasting  n a tu res 
bidding fo r the  affections and  devo tion  of m an ’s 
heart, the choice m ust be m ade betw een one or

the  o ther, an d  w hichever choice is m ade will 
necessitate a  deprecia tion  of th e  o th er m aster.

T herefore we find  in th is passage several re a 
sons w hy vve should  seek to  store up  fo r o u r
selves th e  tru e  treasu re  an d  n o t to  h o ard  the  
earth ly  treasures w hich are  false an d  deceptive. 
F irs t, because the  treasu res in heaven  are  a b id 
ing ; second, because o u r h e a r t’s tre n d  an d  affec
tion  w ill n a tu ra lly  go w ith  our treasures, an d  we 
desire to  have th e  th o u g h ts  o f our h e a rt set upon 
high things, n o t upon lo w ; th ird , because a b o u n 
tifu l sp irit clarifies the sp iritu a l vision while a 
covetous sp irit obscures it, an d  finally  because it 
is inheren tly  im possible to  serve as an  objective 
in life riches an d  a t th e  sam e tim e serve God.

In  p rov id ing  hom iletical m ateria l th is  passage 
seems to  be suggestive. W e m ight take  verses 
19 an d  20 fo r a tex t an d  use as a  them e, “ T rue 
R iches.” This could have as subdivisions, their 
na tu re , th e ir  perm anence, co n trasted  w ith  earth ly  
riches. T hen verses 21-23 could serve as a n 
o th er text w ith  "S p iritu a l I llu m in a tio n ” as the 
them e. T h is in tu rn  m igh t be d ivided, T he re 
ceptive m edium  of sp iritua l illum ination , the  con
dition of sp iritual illum ination , the  cause of d a rk 
ness. F inally  verse 24 m ight be a text w ith  th e  
them e, “ T w o M asters,” th e  m ain  heads u nder 
th is them e m igh t be, the  tw'o m asters con trasted  
in their n a tu res, the respective service they  d e 
m and, the  inheren t necessity of a choice betw een 
them .

HINTS TO FISHERMEN
B y  C. E. C o rn f .l i

S uffering  H as Its  R ecom pense
“ W e also exult in o u r sufferings, know ing as 

-w e do, th a t  suffering produces fo rtitu d e ; fo rti
tu d e , ripeness of character, hope; an d  th a t  th is 

. to p e  never d isappoin ts, because G od’s love for 
..us floods o u r h earts th ro u g h  th e  -H o ly  Sp irit 
. w hich has been given to us” (R om . S :3 -5, W ey

m o u th ) .
Be n o t u tte rly  cast do w n  w hen tribu la tio n s 

come upon you th ick  a n d  fast, an d  all th e  skies 
seem black  w ith the  sto rm  of G od’s pitiless anger. 
4 h , it is love an d  n o t anger th a t  sends these 
sto rm s of the soul! T he d a rk  days a re  those 
w hich some tim e you w ill rejoice to  rem em ber. 
T hey are  the  days w hich shall live, w hich shall 
m ake an  abid ing im press upon  yo u r soul. N o t

( 10)

like evanescent days of pleasure, n o t like sm oothly  
m onotonous days of peace; such as these fade 
quickly in to  oblivion and are as if they  h ad  never 
daw ned . B u t the  days of so rrow  s ta n d  ou t like 
cam eos against.-the background  of. life. T hey  are 
the  character builders* th ey  are  th e  destiny  
m akers. W h a t you  are, w h a t y o u ..y e t m ay  be, 
depends chiefly upon them . H ail, th e n , to  the 
Angel of Sorrow , W'hen, by  the  w'ill of G od, she 
com es to  us! D ark  is the  shadow  of her wings, 
b u t  in h er face shine the  b eau ty  of love an d  the 
steadfastness of faith .— S e l .

A  V alu ab le  B ook  fo r P re a c h e rs
D r. H alfo rd  E . Luccock is the  a u th o r  of a 

valuable recent new' book, “ P reaching V alues in
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N ew  T ta n sla tio n s  of the  N ew  T estam en t.” 312 
pp. T he A bingdon Press. $2.00.

A m ong th e  titles are, “T h e  In sip id  C hurch ,” 
“ T he A rt of M align ing ,” “ T he G enerous E y e ,” 
“Je su s an d  th e  A dvertising  Pages,” “W ise Fools,” 
“T he W ranglers,” “ D o n ’t  G et P ondero u s,” “ T he 
C o m m u ter’s S erm on,” “ T he L egacy of a  L ife ,” 
“T he Big P a rad e ,”  an d  “ C reative  L iv ing .”

D r. Luccock is the  successor of D r. Chas. R. 
B row n in th e  chair of H om iletics a t  Y ale D iv in 
ity  School. T he sty le  of these tw o  m en is very- 
sim ilar— incisive, a rresting , com m on-sense, p rac 
tical. T h is book  illustrates, in a  h ap p y  w ay, these 
characteristics. I t  gives ov er 150 exam ples o f the 
hom iletic use of as m any  new  renderings of 
fam iliar passages in the  m odern  transla tio n s of 
the  N ew  T estam en t, by  M offat, G oodspeed and  
W eym outh . T hey  fo rm  serm onettes, w hich are 
packed full of th o u g h t an d  p rac tica l application . 
T hey  m ay  be easily expanded  in to  full-size ser
m ons; n o t th a t  we suggest it  should  be done!

T h e  G re a te s t D ic tio n a ry  in th e  W o rld
T he O xford  D ic tionary  offers th e  la tes t com 

pila tion  of th e  English language. I ts  12 volum es 
represen t nearly  a ha lf cen tu ry  of labor. T he 
last volum e m ade its appearance in A pril of th is 
year, ju s t 54 years a f te r  the  firs t volum e w as 
published. T he com plete w o rk  con ta ins 414,825 
w ords, 500,000 definitions, an d  1,827,306 illus
tra tiv e  q u o ta tio n s. I t  w as p rep ared  u n d er the  
direction  of the  Philological Society o f G reat 
B ritain .

T he O xford  D ic tionary , unlike som e o ther 
B ritish  w orks, prides itself on listing  A m erican
isms along w ith  w ords recognized only in the  
B ritish  Tsles. I t  also aim s to  include the  6,000 
W'ords b o rn  of th e  W orld  W ar, 5,000 w ords in tro 
duced by  the  rad io  and  o th e r m iscellaneous new 
w ords.

T he English language now  num bers app rox i
m ately  700,000 w ords, b u t nearly  one-half of 
th is n um ber are  obsolete o r consist of scientific 
term s seldom  used outside of tex t books. T he 
dead w ords alone are  p u t a t  250,000, I t  is to  
bury  such w ords th a t  G eorge. B e rn ard  S haw  re 
cently  inv ited  fifty  Englishm en an d  fifty  A m er
icans to  m eet independently  to  expurgate  the  
English language.

T he fac t th a t  an  average of 5,000 new  w ords 
are  coined each y ear leads som e au th o rities  to  
declare the  task  of m odernizing an  English dic
tionary  alm ost hopeless .— The P athfinder.

( 11)

G ro w th  in G race  T ak es T im e
T e x t :  A n d  the  child  Sam uel grew  on (I Sam . 

2 :16 ).

1. T here is a difference betw een p u r ity  an d  m a
tu r ity . P u rity  is the  soil of the h ea rt w hich 
produces m ost favorab le  a n d  rap id  g row th .

2. W e do no t grow  in to  p u rity , b u t we grow  
in  p u rity .

3. T his very  im p o rtan t t ru th  is p u t in a  very 
suggestive form  by  D r. C harles R . Brow n, 
of Y ale U niversity , w hen he says:

“T here are certain  values (an d  these the  m ost 
im p o rtan t)  w hich canno t be w eighed on h ay  scales 
n o r m easured  off w ith  a su rveyor’s chain. T here 
are certain  processes w hich refuse to  be hurried . 
T hey tak e  th e ir  tim e as expressions of the  general 
m ethod  of h im  w ith  w hom  a  thousand  years 
are as one day . A cen tury  ago m en w ent from  
N ew  Y o rk  to  Chicago by stage coach in  ten  days. 
T w enty-five  years ago the  express tra in s o f the  
N ew  Y o rk  C en tra l w ere doing it in tw en ty -fo u r 
hours. T he T w en tie th  C entury  lim ited  does it  
to d ay  in tw en ty  hours. T h e  airp lane does it  in 
six.

M eanw hile, the  corn in th e  corn-fields, th rough  
w hich the  T w en tie th  C entury  L im ited  runs an d  
over w hich the  airp lane soars, does n o t grow  
any  faster th an  it  d id  w hen P h arao h  saw  the 
seven fa t ears grow ing by th e  banks of th e  Nile. 
T he bab y  boy w ho is som etim es carried  on  the 
L im ited , takes ju st as long to  develop his first 
to o th  as d id  th a t babe w hich slept in the  a rk  of 
bulrushes. T he th ings w hich are  v ita l, th e  th ings 
w hich are  n o t m ade wholesale by w hirling  m a
chinery , grow , an d  g row th  tak es  time.

T h e  W o m en  a n d  P ro h ib itio n
T he po litical p a r ty  w hich fails to  tak e  account 

of the  w om en will have a surprise aw aiting  them  
th e  m orn ing  a fte r  th e  next general election day. 
I t  has been sta te d  as a tru ism  th a t  giving the 
ballo t to w om en has n o t m aterially  affected the 
s tan d in g  of th e  tw o  dom in an t po litical parties, 
fo r w om en generally  vo te  th e  w ay  th e ir husbands 
vote. T his generally m ay  be true , b u t it  is fa r 
from  tru e  on the sub ject of p roh ib ition  an d  law- 
enforcem ent generally. M rs. E lla A. Boole, presi
d en t of the N atio n a l W om en’s C hristian  T em per
ance U nion, estim ates th a t  a g rea t a rm y of 
w om en w ho have h ith e rto  n o t been in terested  
in the  question of politics will tak e  a v ita l in 
terest in the  follow ing election. M rs. Boole pu ts 
the  m a tte r  thus:
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T en m illion w om en's votes will be cast in 
support of the  P residen tial cand idate  w ho declares 
him self fo r stric t d ry  enforcem ent. These votes 
are contro lled  by the W om en’s C hristian  T em p er
ance U nion, the  W om en’s L aw  E nforcem ent 
League, a n d  the  D em ocratic  W om en’s L aw  E n 
forcem ent League. T hey will be cast fo r either 
R epublican or D em ocrat. B u t first we m ust have 
a  definite understand ing  as to  his a ttitu d e  on the 
liquor issue. W e are advocating  no cand idates ; 
we will support no p a rty . T he 10,000,000 w om en 
in terested  in seeing p ro h ib itio n  enforced are  p a y 
ing slight a tten tio n  to  w et p ropaganda. O ur 
battle  th is year prom ises to  be o u r greatest in 
m ore th an  fifty years. W e know  th a t  the  w ets 
are try in g  to  align tw o  d ry  candidates against a 
single w et a t  the prim aries. W e shall fight any  
such stra tegy .— The, W atch m a n -E xa m in er.

S tre n g th  of Locks
H ow  strong are the  locks in y our b an k ?  

T hey are m odern. T hey utilize all sorts of m e
chanical appliances. T hey  utilize steel an d  elec
tric ity . T hey are considered b u rg lar proof. 
Perhaps they  are all th a t is claim ed fo r them . A t 
least y o u  are  satisfied. Y o u r valuables are  in the  
vau lts of security . A nd y e t R oger W . Babson 
said som e tim e ago to the  presiden t of a g rea t 
banking in stitu tion , “ H ave you  stopped to th in k  
th a t  the  locks on the vau lts are no stronger 
th an  the character of the  em ployee in the  b a n k ? ” 
T h a t is precisely the  tru th . T he streng th  of the 
locks is exactly equal to  the  stren g th  of the 
character of the  men w ho carry  the  keys. There 
m ay be exceptions, b u t th is is the  rule. The 
greatest asset in the  w orld , therefore, is sound 
character. Y ou can rely upon it  absolu te ly  and  
alw ays. Indeed, if it abounded  in p len ty  and  
everyw here, there  w ould  be .no . need fo r any 
o th e r  locks o r vau lts  w hatsoever .— K in d  W ords.

H ow  to M ak e  th e  P ra y e rm e e tin g  S p iritu a l, 
In s tru c tiv e  a n d  A ttrac tiv e

T he p as to r should  give m ore th a n  o rd inary  
a tten tio n  to  the  conducting of the  p ray erm eet
ing. T o  rush  in to  the  p rayerm eeting  half o u t of 
b rea th  an d  then to  assum e leadership w ith o u t 
p repara tio n , is ru inous an d  will sooner or la ter, 
w reck an y  prayerm eeting .

T he prayerm eeting  should be kept out of ruts. 
Sameness, n ight a f te r  n ight, soon becomes m ono t
onous w ith o u t juice or fire.

H av e  a  good song leader if one is available.

( 12)

Sing the  g r a n d 'o ld  hym ns occasionally  as well 
as th e  new -fangled  ones. F o r a change ask yo u r 
p rayerm eeting  crow d to  read  an  old hy m n  ra th er 
th an  sing it. Stress the  b eau ty  an d  significance 
of such a  hym n . H av e  a  n ig h t w hen a  p a r t  of 
the  tim e is given to  th e  singing of a  verse of 
“m y favorite  h y m n .” A solo, duet, o r  q u a rte t 
in the p rayerm eeting  can be m ade helpful. Se
lect those w ho sing in the sp irit an d  n o t for 
show.

P rayerm eeting  p rayers oug h t no t to  be a mile 
long. S h o rte r p rayers an d  m ore of them  will get 
m ore people blessed. T h is p ray in g  business is 
difficult to  regulate. Som etim es a  ferven t b ro th er 
or sister touches th e  th rone  a n d  pulls the fire 
dow n. T he w hole p rayerm eeting  is blessed. B u t 
on the  w hole sho rt, ferven t p rayers are  preferable.

H av e  audible p rayers, silent prayers, concert 
prayers, p rayers by  selected leaders, p rayers ab o u t 
the  a lta r , p rayers w here th ey  kneel, a n d  prayers 
standing.

Use any  good m ethod , or a v arie ty  of m ethods 
th a t will get the  people blessed. H av e  th e  people 
q uo te  the  S crip tu re— p erhaps a  favo rite  prom ise 
— once in a w hile. O r accurately  quote the  
verse of a hym n.

T he p asto r should  rem em ber th a t  the  p ra y e r
m eeting is n o t a  preach ing  service. H is aim  
should  be to  lead so as to  have the  p ra y e r
m eeting helpfu l to  as m any  as possible. F o r the 
p as to r to  take  m ost of the tim e w ith  a  long 
d ra w n -o u t se rm onette  is n o t usually  the  p a r t  of 
w isdom . A carefu lly  p rep ared  p rayerm eeting  ta lk  
o r Bible reading  should  n o t be over fifteen or 
tw en ty  m inu tes in length . D o n o t say “ a brief, 
ten  m inute ta lk ,” an d  then  proceed w ith  an a d 
dress of th ir ty  o r fo rty  m inutes. K eep yo u r 
w ord  w ith  yo u r people.

Begin the  p ray erm eetin g .se rv ice  oa~ tim e. D o 
n o t begin late, fo r y o u r people will get in to  the  
h ab it of com ing late. D o n o t d rag  o u t yo u r 
p rayerm eeting  u n til 9 :30  o r q u a r te r  of ten . All 
th ings considered, it  is b e tte r  to r the  p ray erm eet
ing to close a t 9 p. m . T h is gives tim e fo r social 
intercourse follow ing th e  prayerm eeting .

A lively, red -h o t testim ony  m eeting will quite 
o ften  p u t sp irit an d  life in to  the  p ray er service. 
B ut long-w inded testim onies have killed m any  a 
p rayerm eeting . Skilled leadership is needed here. 
Insist upon the  people obeying th e  leader.

Some few th ings to  be rem em bered:
T h a t th e  p rayerm eeting  is no t a preaching 

service.
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T h a t the prayerm eeting  is no t a singing school.

T h a t the p rayerm eeting  is nol a testim ony  
m eeting.

T h a t the  p raverm eeting  is not a debating  so
ciety.

T h a t the  p raverm eeting  is not a controversial 
m eeting.

1 h a t the  p raverm eeting  is nol a reform  society.

T h a t the  p raverm eeting  is the  sp iritu a l th e r 
m om eter of the church.

T h a t the  p raverm eeting  can be. m ade spiritual 
an d  a ttrac tiv e .

T h a t there are a hu n d red  w ays to im prove the 
praverm eeting , p rov id ing  som eone will tackle 
the job.

T h a t the p raverm eeting  is of im m ense im p o rt
ance to the  w hole church.

T h a t “ m ost any  old th in g ” w ill n o t do.
T h a t the preacher owes it to  the church  to 

have on<; of the  m ost sp iritu a l prayerm eetings in 
tow n.

A theism  L ifts  Up Its  Slim y H ead
W ith in  recent years A theism  has secured quite  

a little  pub licity  largely because of its  persis t
ency an d  radical, unreasonab le u tterances. B ut 
A theism  is destined to  failure because it  is bu ilt 
upon the sand. It has no solid or enduring  
found a tio n  and is wholly destructive  ra th e r  th an  
constructive. I t  is negative ra th e r  th an  positive ; 
it w ould com pletely destroy  the Bible an d  deprive 
m illions of th e ir  hope in C h r is t ; it w ould  knock 
the p rops fro m  under those w ho lean upon the  
e ternal T ru th , rob them  of their joy  in life an d  
their hope of h eav en ; it w ould  com pletely de
stroy  C h ristian ity  from  the  face of the  earth . 
In  brief, it w ould dam n th e  en tire  w orld . A th e
ism should be avoided as one w ould avoid  a 
viper.

T he second an n u a l rep o rt of the A m erican 
A ssociation fo r the  A dvancem ent of A theism , 
o ften  called sim ply the  “4A,” has recently  been 
issued. I t w ould  seem th a t  th is dangerous cult 
has launched  a sp irited  drive against the  C hurch, 
b u t also against C h ristian ity , as the officers of 
the association u n d erstan d  it. T he repo rt is 
m ade up of nearly  25 large pages se tting  fo rth  a 
y ear 's  activ ities and  of the outlook  fo r the  fu tu re .

D r. L. 0 .  H a rtm a n , the  cultu red  an d  uncom 
prom ising e d ito r  of th a t excellent M eth o d is t p e ri
odical, Z ion’s H era ld , review s the  rep o rt of the  
4A, in a d iscrim inating  ed ito ria l in the issue of

( 13)

Zion's H era ld  of F eb ru ary  22. D r. H artm an  is 
no t severe bu t w rites according to  the  facts.

T he rep o rt gives “T he F u n dam en ta ls of A the
ism ” as follows:

1. M ateria lism — T he doctrine th a t  m atter, 
w ith  its indw elling p ro p erty , force, constitu tes 
the reality  of the universe.

2. Sensa tiona lism — T he doctrine th a t  all ideas 
arise ou t of sensation , an d  th a t, therefore, m an 
can have no conception of an infinite G od, or of 
u ltim ate  causation , or of th a t absolute m oral im 
pera tive  which certain  philosophers have m ade 
the foundation  of theism .

3. E vo lu tio n — T he doctrine th a t  organism s are 
not designed, b u t have evolved, m echanically, 
th rough  n a tu ra l selection.

4. T he Existence of E v il— T h e  p a ten t fact th a t 
renders irra tional the belief in a beneficent, om 
n ipo ten t being who cares for m an.

5. H edonism —T he doctrine th a t  happiness here 
and now  should be the m otive of conduct.

We are still fu rth e r  enlightened on the genius 
of the association by the  “ T en D em ands of the 
4A,” w hich are sum m arized  as follow s:

1. T axation  of church  p ro p erty .
2. E lim ination  of chaplains and sectarian  in 

stitu tio n s from  public payrolls.
3. A brogation  of law s enforcing C hristian  

m orals and  restricting  the  righ ts of a theists.
4. Abolition of the oath  in cou rts and  a t in 

augurations.
5. N onissuance of religious proclam ations by 

chief executives.
6. R em oval of “In  G od we tru s t” from  coins 

and  of the cross from  above the  flag.
7. Exclusion of the  Bible as a sacred book 

from  the public schools.
8. Suppression  of the bootlegging of religion 

th rough dism issing pupils for religious in struction  
during  school hours.

9. Secularization of m arriage, w ith  divorce 
upon request.

10. R epeal of an ti-evo lu tion  an d  an ti-b ir th  
con tro l laws.

T he rep o rt gives brief accounts of the  spread  
of atheism  in schools and  colleges an d  of the  
progress of such societies as “ T ru th  Seekers,” 
“ L iberal C lub ,” “ D am ned Souls,” “Society of the 
G odless,” and  “ T he H edonic H o st of H ellbent 
H eathens.” I t  is also sta ted  th a t  an “A theist 
T rain ing  School” has been established in N ew  
Y ork  “ w ith  m eetings for the  present once a 
w eek.”
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D r. H a itm a n  says: “ M uch space in th e  re
p o rt of the  A m erican A ssociation fo r th e  A d
vancem ent of A theism  is devo ted  to  severe c riti
cisms of the shortcom ings of the  C hurch. Som e 
of the poin ts are well taken , and  all tru e  fo llow 
ers of C hrist should be g lad  to  ad m it such 
fau lts as the  ‘bloody reco rd ’ of th e  fa ith  in  its 
persecutions and  prosely ting  by  the  sw ord, the  
superstitious rites an d  cerem onies of some sects, 
the  fanaticism s of extrem e evangelists, the  op p o 
sition  of certa in  C hristian  leaders to  the  new  
findings of science, ex travagan t expenditures on 
church  buildings, and  th e  narrow ness, b igo try  
and  intolerance w hich frequen tly  have charac te r
ized those w ho profess to  be follow ers of the  
Galilean. B u t every hum an  organization  has its 
shortcom ings, possibly even the  A m erican Asso
ciation fo r the  A dvancem ent of A theism . 
M any  of us, w ith far m ore in fo rm ation  on th e  
sins an d  hypocrisies w ith in  the  church th a n  the 
officers of the  4A possess, a re  fighting these 
w rongs and  a t  the sam e tim e seeking to  p rom ote  
open-m indedness an d  love because w e believe 
th a t  in the large view  th e  C hurch is the  best 
in stru m en t know n to  m ankind  for the  p rom otion  
of a b e tte r  w orld. W e are  than k fu l for any 
help th a t the  4A can render organized C hris
tian ity  in exposing its ignorance an d  in iqu ity , 
p rov ided  the  criticism  is based on fac ts an d  no t 
upon hearsay , an d  also p rov ided  th a t  such de
nunciation  is m ade in good spirit.

“T he dom inan t w eakness of the  A m erican A s
sociation fo r the A dvancem ent of A theism  as 
revealed in its repo rt is its intellectual illiteracy. 
N o stu d en t a t  all acquain ted  w ith  the  h isto ry  of 
h um an  th o u g h t can resist smiling as he reads the 
‘five fundam en ta ls’ ; fo r he m ust in stan tly  recog
nize the  system  of H erb e rt Spencer, long since 
discredited by the  w orld ’s m odern  philosophers. 
W ith  a  dogm atism  th a t  w ould  p u t the  ‘n arrow  
churchm an’ to  sham e, the  officers of the  4A 
th ro w  o u t th is m o th -eaten  m aterialism  as the  last 
w ord  in hum an  research. T hey apparen tly  are 
n o t even willing to  do us the  fav o r of presenting  
th e ir  doctrine in the refined form  m ade necessary 
b y  scientific research in the  field of re la tiv ity  and  
the  s tudy  of electrons. T he atheists laugh a t  
poor C hristians, w ho claim  to  receive a  direct 
revelation  from  God, b u t w h a t of those w ho 
sw allow w hole the  deliverances of the  a theist 
pope, C harles Sm ith, the  p resident of the  4A ? 
T he ‘five fu ndam en ta ls’ could n o t successfully be 
defended, in the  form  in w-hich they  ap p ear in

( 14)

th e  rep o rt, before any  sizable g roup of repu tab le  
scholars in th e  w orld.

“A theism , we also find in the  repo rt, can m ake 
C hristians look like am ateu rs  in the  field of in 
to lerance. T he ‘e ith e r-o r’ a t ti tu d e  is constan tly  
revealed in these pages. T he h ea ted  language so 
characteristic  of those n o t q u ite  sure of th e ir  
g round  is em ployed again  an d  again . T he h y s te r
ical cry o f ‘no q u a r te r ’ rings th ro u g h  the  p a ra 
graphs. Boldly declaring  on one page th a t  ‘it is 
a conservative estim ate th a t  ha lf the  clergy are 
h ypocrites,’ the  rep o rt w hines on an o th e r page 
th a t  a the ists are  slandered  an d  p e rsec u te d ! 
G reat sp o rtsm a n sh ip ! Is  it because the  4A lead 
ers fear calm  discussion th a t  th ey  are  opposed to 
the  p lan  of ‘religious in stru c tio n  d u rin g  school 
h ours’ an d  w a n t to  see ‘In  G od W e T ru s t’ re
m oved from  coins? W h a t are  th e  a theists afra id  
o f? T he tru th ?

“ N o m ovem ent ever succeeded on a p rogram  of 
negatives. W e therefore question  the  m ethod  
em ployed by  th e  4A. F ro m  bginning to  end of 
its second an n u a l rep o rt w e are  in an  a tm osphere 
of ‘a n tis .’ T he a theists are  ‘ag’in ’ too  m uch. 
T he constructive no te  is lacking. T hese self- 
ap p o in ted  reform ers have no th in g  to  offer. T hey  
are s trong  on tearing  dow n b u t w eak on building 
up. N o t a w ord  ab o u t hospitals, hom es for 
aged or in capacita ted  persons, no suggestions for 
pensions even of w o rn -o u t a th e is ts ! T here  is in 
the  w hole rep o rt no facing of th e  vast and  fu n d 
am en ta l questions of social a n d  industria l reform , 
no rem edy suggested fo r th e  econom ic situa tion , 
no v igorous cry fo r w orld  peace. N o, the  pages 
teem  w ith  denunciations, a llegations of persecu
tions, an d  accounts of law suits.

“ In  the  ‘S um m ary  of the  F irs t Y e a r’ we no te  
a  b rief h isto ry  of th e  launching of th e  o rgan iza
tion  an d  a  s ta te m e n t regard ing  su its to  stop  
religious in struction  du ring  school h o u rs in S au lt 
Ste. M arie , M ich., an d  O ak P a rk , 111., and  then  
read:

“ ‘An advertising  cam paign was launched, w ith  
good results. C erta in  high schools an d  colleges 
w ere circularized an d  th e  first “ D am ned  Souls 
Society” w as organized  a t  R ochester (N . Y .) U n i
versity . S u it w as filed against R ev. C lin ton  
H o w ard  for libel in referring  to  th e  R ochester 
a theis ts as “p e rv e r ts ."  W e w ere in s tru m en ta l in 
defeating  the  vicious a tte m p t of the  religionists 
in N ew  Y ork to  have the  T en  C om m andm ents 
read  in the  public schools. W hen A n thony  Bim ba 
was on tr ia l in M assachuett fo r b lasphem y we
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offered Itgal aid . Societies w ith  the  avow ed  p u r 
pose of com bating  us w ere organized. T he S u
prem e K ingdom  cam e o u t against us. T he K. 
K. K . offered opposition.

“ ‘T he Ju n io r  A theist League w as established,and 
its b es t-know n  b ranch , the  Society of the  G od
less, w as fo rm ed  am ong  high school studen ts. 
Su it w as in stitu ted  to  oust chaplains from  the  
houses of C ongress an d  the  arm y  a n d  navy . 
L ecturers an d  debaters w ere p u t in the  field and 
on the  rad io .’

“ T h a t is all. N ow , we believe in  fighting 
against in justice, b u t w e believe also in s to p 
ping long enough to  catch  our b rea th  fo r a  little  
constructive w ork  in  behalf of an  ignoran t, bu r- 
rionpd. sin-sick h u m an ity .”

D o n ’ts  fo r  th e  P u lp it
D o n ’t  im ita te  o thers. B e tte r be a poor orig

inal th a n  a fine copy.

D o n ’t  m um ble y o u r w ords. Chew  y o u r food 
b u t n o t y o u r language.

D o n ’t  preach too long. B e tter leave the  p eo 
ple longing th an  loath ing .

D o n ’t  p reach  o ld serm ons w ith o u t revision. 
G row n m en look aw k w ard  in b o y ’s clothes.

D o n ’t  indulge in m annerism s. S im plicity  is 
desirable in  high places— the p u lp it especially.

D o n ’t  speak in a m onotone. T he voice has 
num erous key s; p lay  on as m an y  as possible.

D o n ’t  catch  the  pu lp it tw ang . T a lk  to  m en in 
as n a tu ra l a  tone as you  ta lk  w ith  them .

D o n ’t  indulge in long pu lp it prayers. A lw ays 
rem em ber the stranger.

D o n ’t in troduce  politics in to  th e  pu lp it.

D o n ’t  neglect closet p ray er. T he finest pipes 
can give fo rth  no m usic till filled w ith  the  d i
vine b rea th .

D o n ’t  scold y o u r congregation . A ttack  m eas
ures an d  h it people only w hen they  s ta n d  be
tw een  y o u  an d  the  devil.

D o n ’t  h a rp  to o  m uch on one . string . V ariety  
is pleasing, and  G o d ’s W ord  has given am ple 
choice of them es.

D o n ’t  d ro p  y o u r  voice a t  the  close of a  sen
tence. M en have as m uch need to  hear the end 
as th e  beginning.

D o n ’t be satisfied w ith o u t fru it. T he hand  
shou ld  p luck  a  few  ears, th o u g h  the  sheaves have 
to  aw a it the  havest.

D o n ’t  fo rget th e  boys and  girls. T heir a t te n 

tion  is w orth  gaining, an d  you m ay often  reach 
old h ea rts  th ro u g h  young  ears.

D o n ’t  baw l or scream . Too m uch w ate r stops 
m illwheels a n d  too m uch voice drow ns sense. 
T h u n d er is harm less, lightn ing strikes.

D o n ’t  ram ble. Aim a t the  m ark . H it i t!  S top  
an d  see w here th e  sho t s truck  an d  th en  fire an 
o th er broadside. P ack  y o u r serm ons.

D o n ’t  be d isheartened  if every serm on does 
n o t save a  soul. H ea rts  m ay be pierced though 
we see not w here the  arrow s lodge.

D o n ’t  tire  people o u t w ith  long in troductions. 
Y ou can spoil the  ap p e tite  fo r d inner by too 
m uch th in  soup.

D o n ’t  go on a f te r  you are  finished, saying, “As
I said before.” I f  you said it before, say som e
th in g  else a f te r. L et the  c la tte r of th e  mill stop  
w hen the corn is ground.

D o n ’t be discouraged on sto rm y  days. P reach 
yo u r best to  sm all assemblies. Jesus discoursed 
to  one w om an a t  th e  well, an d  she go t all 
Sam aria  ou t to h ear H im  next tim e.— S e le c te d .

T h e  C onies

The conies are but a feeble fo lk , ye t m ake they  
their houses in the rocks (Prov. 30: 26).

Professor Leonard C. Brown, San Francisco 
Theological Sem inary, throw s som e light on  
these strange little creatures. He says, “Cony is 
generally understood to refer to the rabbit fam 
ily. The Hebrew word used in the above ref
erence is ‘shaphan .’ T h is really refers to  Hyrax 
syriacus, or rock badger. It is a little beast 
som ething like a rabbit, but of a different order. 
He is a direct relation to the rhinoceros, but it 
w ould take hundreds of conies to equal one 
rhinoceros in size. Conies live in clefts or cracks 
of rocks. Rabbits burrow but conies do not. 
Conies eat grass. When they are out getting a 
m eal a m ale cony stays on guard  a t the  cleft 
in the rock and whistles a warning when danger 
becom es apparent. They are plentiful in P al
estine, especially in the highlands around Jeru
salem and Bethlehem. Some are found in  the 
Palestine country.”

An exchange says, “Some sermons we have 
heard remind us o f the wom an w ho spent all 
afternoon shopping. She visited a dozen depart
ment stores and came ho"ne w ith a dime’s worth  
of gum drops.”

( 15)
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D urab le  C lo th ing
G od's care never w ears out. W hen w e read, 

"M y  G od supplies a ll y o u r  need,” w e know  th a t 
th a t  w ord  “a ll” m eans n o t only a com plete su p 
ply fo r any  m om ent, b u t a con tinual supply  for 
tim e and  etern ity . God gave his “peculiar peo
p le” Israe l a very  practical illu stra tion  of th is 
during  th e ir w ilderness experience, w hen the 
“ coats of the  Israelites d id  n o t g row  old for 
fo rty  years.” G od’s ow n record of th is is as 
fo llo w s: “1 have  led you fo rty  years in the 
w ilderness: y o u r clothes are n o t waxen old upon

you, an d  thy  shoe is n o t w axed old upon  th y  
foot . . th a t  ye m ay  kn o w  th a t  I  am  
Je h o v ah  y o u r  C o d ” (D eu t. 29:5, 6 ) . A nd th a t, 
surely, is a ty p e  of clo th ing  th a t  G od’s “ peculiar 
people,” th e  m em bers of th e  bod y  of C hrist in 
this age, have in  C hrist him self, w ith  w hom  and  
in  w hom  they  are to  be clo thed. As w e “ p u t on 
the L o rd  Je su s” w e find  th a t  H e is the  sam e 
yesterday , to d ay , a n d  forever, an d  th a t  H is grace 
is alw ays sufficient. N o  w onder, as som eone has 
said, th a t  “S a tan  canno t u n d e rstan d  the  om nipo
tence of a soul th a t  is hom ed in G o d !”
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L IV IN G  W A T E R

B y  J .  H . J o n e s  

(G en. 2 f t :to )

I n t r o d u c tio n

1. L iving creatures require w ater.
2. Esek— C ontention .
3. S itnah— H atred .
4. R o -h o -b o th — Room .
5. A lo t of little wells— m ost folks content.
0. Springing or living w ater.

I. I n  t h e  V alley

1. H e kept digging— and a t last he found 
— glory to God !

2. W hy some do n o t find— go on top  of a 
hill.

3. Dig in the w rong place— Some never dig.
4. To find— hum ble yourself— get dow n—  

d ig !

I I .  H o w  to F lnd

f. T he w ay Isaac found  it— his servan ts 
, dug.

. 2 . T hey m ight have stood  and  w aited .
3. T hey m ight have' w ondered  and  hoped.
4. T hey m ight have looked around .

T hey m ight have reasoned th is or th a t.
6 . Oh, n o !— they digged an d  found w ater.

I I I .  T h e  K in d  o r  W ater T h e y  F ound

1. N o t a dead, stag n an t pool.
2. B ut. springing, living w ater.
3. As the h a rt p an te th  a f te r  the  w ater 

brooks.
4. M y soul th ir s te th ! Y ea— even fa in te th .

5. H o ! everyone th a t th irs te th , come (Isa. 
55 :1 ).

ft. T he W ords of Jesui. (Jo h n  4 :1 0 : 7:37- 
39; Psa. 4 2 :1 ; 63 :1 ; 143:6).

7. E zekiel’s Vision (Ezek. 4 3 :1 -5 ). 

C o n c l u s io n

1. A river w ent ou t of the  garden (G en. 
2 :10).

2. H e shew ed me a pure river  (R ev . 2 2 :1 ).
3. W ater of life clear as crystal.
4. T he Spirit an d  Bride say Come (R ev . 

22:17).

SIG N S O F  T H E  S E C O N D  C O M IN G
B y  C y r il  A. C r o n k  

T ext, M a tt. 2 4 :3 .

Lesson, M a tt. 2 4 :3 -2 8 ; 2 Tim . 3 :1 -5 .

1. P rophecies concerning H is coming.
1. D aniel in te rp re ts  N ebuchadnezzar's dream . 

(D an . 2 :3 1 -4 5 ) .
1. B abylon. M edo-P ersia , Greece, Rom e, 

a n d  d iv isions of R om an E m pire.
1. N ever an o th e r w orld  em pire (D an. 

2 :4 4 ) .
2. D iscourse by Jesus.

1. “ Be no t deceived” by:
1. W ars.

1. All were local disputes.
2. N o t so w ith  W orld  W ar.

1. M onarchies, L im ited  M onarchies 
and  Republics engaged.

(16)
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2. Pestilence.
1. Epidem ic of Influenza.

1. F ive tim es deadlier th a n  w ar. 
(T w en ty  m illions slain during  
w ar. One hu n d red  m illion w ould 
have  died from  influenza if it 
h ad  n o t been checked.)

3. E arthquakes .
1. F ro m  1714 to 1914 there  w ere 2.5 

earthquakes.

2. F ro m  1914 to 1924 th e re  w ere 13 
earthquakes.
1. (Ratio of 10 to  1.

3. T he A ngel’s message (Acts 1 :11).
1. Com ing back as H e w ent.

1. Surely the d ay  approaches rapid ly . 

W orld  C onditions.
R unning  to  an d  fro (D an . 12 :4).

1. P leasure loving age (2 T im . 3 :4 ) .
1. T rains, cars, busses loaded w ith  pleas

ure seekers.

2. Increase in know ledge (D an . 12:4).
1. H eady , h ighm inded (2 T im . 3 :4 ) .

1. Inven tions,
1. T ran sp o rta tio n  and  com m unication . 

1. Beneficial.

2. Too advanced  fo r salvation .
1. W here know ledge is harm fu l.

3. D egeneracy of race. (W eaker and  wiser.) 
1. T ren d  of m odern  civilization.

1. D ress question (b o th  sexes).

2. A m usem ents.
1. M ovie, ba th ing  beach.

3. Crime.
1. A verage age of crim inals is 19 years.

4. C oncen tra tion  of w ealth .
1. 90 per cent of w ealth  ow ned an d  con

tro lled  by  10 per cent of the w orld 's 
population .
1. C om m and to rich (Jas . 5 :1 -3 ).

5. R e tu rn  of Jew s.
1. P alestine prom ised to them  (G en. 13:14, 

15; 17 :8 ).
1. P o in ts  to  tim e of H is coming.

S p iritua l Conditions.
1. False D octrines (1 T im . 4 :1 ) .

1. C hristian  Science, Sp iritualism , etc.
1. O rig inated  and  ow ned  by  th e  devil.

2. M odernism .
1. N o experience of Salvation .

1. An im possibility.

2. A falling aw ay  {2 Thes. 2 :3 ) .
2 C hrist was no t divine.

1. W orse th an  C atholics.
1. N ever denied the  insp iration  of the 
Bible.

C o n c l u s io n : E v ery th ing  poin ts to w ard  the 
sccond com ing of C hrist. I t  behooves all to  be 
ready when H e comes.

T H E  M A N  O F S O R R O W S
B y  W . B. W a l k e r  

T ext : Isa. 53:3.

I. C h r is t  w a s  D esp is e d  and  R e je c t e d

“ H e is despised and  rejected of m en.”
1. W hy was H e despised?

a. T he Jew s were d isappointed  in His 
b irth .

b. T he people w ere d isappoin ted  in the 
m anner of H is life.

2. H ow  H e is rejected  still.
a. W e reject H im  when we fear u n pop

u larity .
b. W e reject H im  when we refuse to 

suffer w ith  H im .
c. W e reject H im  w hen we refuse to re

lieve suffering.

I I . C h r is t  w a s  a M an  o r  S orrow s

"A m an of sorrow s and acquain ted  w ith
g rie f.”

1. The occasion of H is sorrow s.
a. H is ow n life w’as sorrow ful.
b. H is care for others m ade H im  so rrow 

ful. H is care for bodily  suffering 
caused H im  sorrow . M ental suffering 
caused H im  sorrow .

c. He was a m an of sorrow s because of 
His con tac t w ith  sin.

2. The reason of His sorrow s.
a. H e w as a m an of sorrow s in o rder to 

be one of us.
b. H e was the  M an  of Sorrow s in o rder 

to save us.

3. The w ay M e bore His sorrow s.
a. H e spoke little  abo u t them .
b. B u t H is sorrow's d id no t rob  H im  of 

His joys.
c. H e was n o t im patien t to be rid  of H is

sorrow s.
d. H is sorrow  did no t keep H im  fro m  H is 

w ork. H e perform ed His d u ty  even
unto  the  end.
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P R A Y E R  T H A T  C H A N G E S  T H IN G S

B y  R o y  F . S m e e  

T e x t : The effectual, ferven t prayer o f a 
righteous m an  availeth  m uch  (Jam es 5 :16 ).

I n t r o d u c t io n : P ra y e r changes th ings and  
men. O ur m ain in terest should  be in men.

1. W h a t  is  P rev a ilin g  P r a y e r ?
1. M ore than  a benevolent desire. The 

unsaved m ay have th a t.
2. P revailing  p ray er is one th a t  ob ta ins the 

blessing sought.
3. Som e th ings essential to  prevailing 

p rayer.
a. W e m ust p ray  for a  definite object. 

I t  is easy to  p ray  a t  random . Too 
m uch saying prayers.

b. I t  m ust be in accord w ith  the  revealed 
will of God. Subm ission to  G od is 
is essential.

c. I t  m ust be from  righ t m otives. Sel
fishness too  o ften  the  m otive.

d. I t  m ust be w ith  perseverance. Like 
Jacob , “I will no t let thee go."

e. W e m ust p ray  in faith . Expect.

I I . T h e  P rev a ilin g  P rayer  is  also  a “ F e r 
v e n t ”  P rayer

1. A rden t in feeling. E arnest. F u ll of 
fervo r. Zealous. Glowing.

III. G od  D o e s  n o t  O v e r lo o k  o u r  C h a r a c t e r  
W h e n  w e  P r a y
1. A righteous m an is one th a t  is right 

w ith  G od and  righ t w ith  m en. 

C o n c l u s io n : A little  w ith  G od canno t be 
m easured. H ow  infinite is H is “m uch” !

T H E  D E V IL

B y  J .  W . B ost 

T e x t : R ev. 12:8 ; 20:1-2.
I n t r o d u c t o r y : E x tem p o rary  on the  w ord 

“devil.”
I . T h e  E x is t e n c e  o f  t h e  D e v il  (M a tt. 13:19, 

39; Jo h n  13:2; Acts 5:3)
I I .  T h e  O r ig in  of t h e  D ev il  (Isa . 14:12; 

L uke 10:18)
I I I .  T i i e  C h aracter  of t h e jD e v il  (M a tt. 5 :37 ).
IV . T i ie  P o s it io n — a P r in c e — and  A bode of  

t h e  D e v il

V. T h e  D e v il ’s P o w er  
V I. T h e  W ork  of  t h e  D ev il  

V II. T h e  D e v il ’s D evices

V I I I .  Satan  V a n q u is h e d  by  C h r is t  (M a tt. 4 :11) 
B y  casting him ou t of the  m an in the  tom bs.

IX . T h e  S a in t ’s D u t y  R egarding  S atan 

X . T h e  S in n e r ’s R e l a t io n  to  Satan  

X I. T h e  D e s t in y  o f  S atan

1. In  fire (M a tt. 25 :41).
2. B ound  a  th o u san d  years (R ev. 2 0 :1 -3 ).
3. Loosed (R ev. 2 0 :3 -7 ).
4. C ast in to  the  lake fo rever (R ev . 20 :10 ). 
Take the  w ord  devil an d  leave off one le tte r 
and  you  have th is: evil, v il(e ) .

U N C L E  B U D D Y ’S G O O S E

A goose tha t w as g iven  a preacher one day  
W as gladly accepted as he w e n t his w a y ;

This preacher is poor bu t he never begs 
So they  gave, th is poor preacher a se tting  of

egg*.

He arrived at his house, along w ith  his goose 
H e opened the crate and  tu rn ed  the  bird loose

In  the process o f tim e, yo u  need never fre t,
This goose, ju s t like others, concluded to  set.

She  chose a bare place upon the hard  ground,
She gathered som e sticks and  w ha tever she 

found ,
She arranged th em  ju st so, she was doing her best, 

A n d  she set and she set w ith  no eggs in  her
nest.

T he preacher observing th is large, silly bird,
O f one w ith  less sense he never had heard;

H e got h im  a barrel and  p u t in  som e straw , 
D eterm ined  to  set her according to  law .

H e called to his w ife , she p u t in the eggs,
T h ey  caught the  old goose b y  bo th  o f her legs,

For th ey  w ere determ ined  to set her th is w ay ,
B u t the goose w as determ ined  th a t she w o u ld n ’t 

stay .

She got off the nest and  looking  aro-und
She ivaddled  right back to  th a t bit o f bare 

ground
A n d  there she sat d o w n , she set a n d  she set,

I  d o n ’t kn o w  h o w  long, she m a y  be there ye t.

The m oral I  th in k  you  surely can see,
A  lesson in tended  fo r  bo th  y o u  and  m e;

Get off th e  bare ground  don’t set on yo u r  legs, 
B u t get on the nest th a t is filled u p  w ith  eggs.

I f  yo u 'd  be a blessing or be o f som e use
D o n ’t s ta y  in a place w here yo u  cannot p ro 

duce;
Forsake the  bare ground  and  use yo-ur tw o  legs 

T o  go to the place w here are fresh  fertile  eggs.
— F ro m  “ P rim itive  P oem s,” b y  C. S. L i n c o ln .
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A  C H U R C H  W IT H  A  L A R G E  O P P O R 
T U N IT Y — P H IL A D E L P H IA

B y  C. E. C o r n e l l  

T e x t :  1 have set before thee an open door
(R ev. 3: 8 ) .

I . A C h u r c h  W i t h  a  D i v i n e l y  B e s to w e d  O p 
p o r t u n i t y
1. “I have set . . .  a door.”
2. “K ey of D avid .” D oor never to  be shut, 

key never to be taken away.
Illustration: “K ey” meaning pow er  or au th ority . 

“The key to the situation, meaning, controlling  
the situation.”

II. A C h u r c h  t h a t  O v e rc a m e  G r e a t  O b s ta 
c l e s
1. “Synagogue of Satan.”
2. D eadly enemies near— Thyatira.

III. A S t e a d f a s t  C h u r c h
“Thou hast kept the word of m y patience.”
1. Our commission— a revival church. If we 

lose this w e lose all; w e becom e non- 
effective.

2. Doctrine. Regeneration and entire sanc
tification m ust be preached. W e must 
do what others will not do.

3. Our ow n hearts m ust be baptized with  
the H oly Ghost and fire.
Some things we might do:

1. We m ight clean the house of the Lord 
an d  beau tify  the prem ises.

2. W e m ight give more to the Church of 
God, and spend less on ourselves.

Illustration: If 500 persons w ould give to  mis
sions an additional 25c a week, it w ould mean 
$6,000 for the year.

IV. R e w a r d — “ P i l l a r s ”
1. God is sure to reward any sacrifice w e 

m ay make. “T he liberal soul shall be 
m ade fa t.”

S E R M O N  B R IE F S
of the  late Jo h n  T . M a y b u ry , S uperin tenden t 

of the W ashing ton  Ph iladelph ia  D istric t 

P repared by  his son, B y r o n  H . M a y b u r y  

F o r e w o r d
I f  these notes are bonier th a n  w e w ish, we 

m ust rem em ber th a t  they  are those of one w ho 
afte r m any years of p reaching found  it  less 
necessary to  depend up o n  detailed  sketches, th an  
younger m en are  w o n t to do. T h e  richness of 
his th o u g h t, the  w ealth  of biblical know ledge 
possessed by  th e  m an, and the  ap tness of his 
illustration  a re  lost to  us. H e w as one of the 
ou tstand ing  Bible preachers in our connection. 
O thers m ay  have had  a g rea ter com m and of o ther

(19)

books b u t few  h ad  a  g rea ter know ledge of the 
Bible, its  doctrine an d  theology, th a n  he. A nd 
the  pow ers of his pleasing personality  in th e  d e 
livery o f his messages a re  beyond  w ords to  p o r
tray . N o set of notes can re-presen t the  serm ons 
he ac tually  preached. H e aim ed a t  m en, no t 
serm ons, and  alw ays follow ed the  leadings of the 
Spirit as to  the  occasion an d  th e  people before 
him .

In  going over his notes, I  have tak en  the  lib 
e r ty  of rearrang ing  the  hom iletical fo rm  som e
w h at, though  little  of th is w as necessary. H is 
notes of la te r  years seem to  have  been for the  
purpose of m erely sketching the  m ain poin ts of 
the serm on, and  w ith  the  w ealth  of his m ind, 
and the  ac tiv ity  of his im agination , he preached 
w ith  the insp iration  of th e  Spirit, an d  those of us 
w ho heard  h im  can testify  th a t  surely he spoke 
w ith  au th o rity  an d  fullness, w ith  pow er and  
finish. I have W'ritten o u t a n d  filled in  his sh o rt
ened sentences, an d  have  added  w ords as I 
found  necessary to  fill o u t w hat I took  to  be his 
m eaning. H is notes w ere m ade, n o t for others, 
b u t fo r him self, an d  hence the  difficulty en
countered  a t  tim es. M any  illustra tions know n 
to him , I have h ad  to  om it, since th ey  w ould  be 
of no use to others w ho did n o t know  them , 
especially as a nam e, or a few w ords to ld  the 
w hole sto ry  to him , b u t w ould m ean no th ing  to  
o thers. T hey are, how ever, as he left them . B e
lieving th a t  these outlines will afford m uch help 
to  m any, an d  prove food for stu d y , provoke 
th o u g h t, an d  result in m ore good published th an  
being sto red  aw ay, an d  lost, we have  culled as 
best we could a  num ber of outlines on p ractical, 
an d  evangelistic subjects for the benefit of w h o 
soever will.

P ra y e r
(Jam es 5:16 to  18.)

1. N e c e s s it y  o r  P rayer

A. N o p rayer, no blessing.
1. A cts 1 an d  2— S pirit prom ised— dis

ciples p rayed .
2. Ezek. 36:37— enqiured  of— do.

B. T his principle applies to
1. Personal need.
2. R ev iva l need, etc.

C. I f  ye ask, I w ill do, w hatsoever ask— 
th a t done.

I I .  E f f e c t u a l  P rayer  is  t h a t  o f  F a it h

A. “ I will send ra in ” (1 K ings 18 :1).
B. T he p rayer of faith  is sim ply this, we be

lieve G od w ill be tru e  to  His prom ise—  
“ H is w ords abide in u s”— Jo h n .
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III.  E f f e c t u a l  P rayer is  t h a t  o f  R ig h t e o u s  or 
J u s t  M an

A. Jam es 5 :16.
B. E lijah  w as an obedient m an of God.

IV. F or a D e f in it e  P u rpo se

A. R ain.
B. I f  ye ask any th ing— I will do it.

V. U n t ir in g  P rayer

A. Cloud did no t appear im m ediately.
B. K ept on.

V I. E x pec ta n t  P rayer

A. Said to  hi? se rv an t— go again seven time?.

P ilg rim ag e  to  H eav en
A braham

1. The CA LL— from  God.
2. T he C om m and— leave all.
3. T he C ovenan t— pro tection , p reservation .
4. T he C ondition— sim ple tru st.
5. T he Com pliance— he journeyed.
6. T he C onversion p roved  by

a. T he tent
1). T he a lta r
c. P rayer.

R em em b er L o t’s W ife
(L uke 17:32,

I n t r o d u c t io n . I t  is a  mercy t h a t  G od w arn s  
of re trib u tio n  as rocks and sh o als  a re  c h a r te d  for 
the m ariner.

I. R e m e m b e r  H er  S u r r o u n d in g s !
A. Sin is alluring (G en. 13:10).

II. R e m e m b e r  H er  D a n g e r !
A. In a condem ned c ity— no sinner in con

dem ned world.
I I I .  R e m e m b e r  H er W a r n in g !

A. Escape— delay n o t— look not behind.
IV. R e m e m b e r  H er D e l a y !

A. Angels hastened  L ot. P rocrastina tion  
perilous.

V. R e m e m b e r  H er D iso b ed ie n c e  !
A. Looked back.

V I. R e m e m b e r  H er  D o o m  !
A. Y our danger is no t less.

C o n c l u s io n . A bove the doom ed city  of sin 
tow ers the  m oun ta in  of m ercy.

M iscellaneous N otes
F ounded  on 1 Cor. 1:18.

Cross stands fo r th reefo ld  death  to 
( wisdom

H um an ( pow er — as a fac to r in sa lvation , 
(righteousness 

(Foolishness of God, wiser, etc.
P roof (W eakness of God, stronger, etc.

(F a ith  should  not stand  in w isdom  of 
(m en, etc.

C hrist is all, getting  C hrist you get w isdom , etc. 
Call of God (v. 26 c. f. 18).

P ow er of G od (vs. 18, 24, c. f. 2:5')
W isdom  of G od (v. 21, 24 c. f. 2 :7 ) .
C ross in type  (G en. 3 ).

(E xod . 12).
P rophecy  (Psa. 22).
H isto ry — Gospels an d  Epistles.
Thoughts.

Cross on a hill, so on to p  of the  best in hum an.
Princes did no t know  w isdom .

As s ta te  line m arks w here you leave a sta te  
behind, and  stretches out before you, so a t cross 
you leave w orld and  en te r the  heavenlies.

N ot theology b u t life an d  pow er.
Gal. 6:14— tw o  w orks (o u t of w orld.

(w orld  o u t of you.
Crucifixion.

M a tth e w  5;20
1, W h a t  W as t h e  R ig h t e o u s n e s s  of t h e  

P h a r is e e s ?
A. C hurch m em bership (M a tt. 23 :2 ).
B. H aving  and  holding Scrip tu res (R om ans 

3:2 and 0 :4 ) .
C. P ra y e r— in tem ple— long, etc.
1). T ith in g  and alm s (L uke 18).
E. F asting  (L uke 18).
F. M orality  (L uke 18).
G. E x te rn a l separa tion  in dress, etc. (M a tt. 

23 :5 ).
II. B ib l e  T e a c h e s  to E xpect  D isp l a y  of V ain  

R elig io n

A. Jam es 1:26 and  3:6.
B. 2 T im . 3:3.
C. Gal. 5:4.
D. R ev. 18:4.

H I. W h e r e in  M u s t  O ur R ig h t e o u s n e s s  E x
ceed T h e ir ’s ?
A. In  its life and  pow er.

1. Gal. 5:6.
2. R om . 13:8-10.
3. M a rk  12:28-34.

IV . H oly G h o s t  R e l ig io n  t h e  O n l y  K in d

A. R om . 5:5.
B. Born, led, filled w ith  Spirit.
C. Are you?

1. See R om . 8:16.
2. 1 C or. 2:12.
3. H eb. 10:15.

A  C O M M E R C IA L  C O M P A R IS O N
M a rk  8:37, etc.

I n t r o d u c t io n . W e live in th e  m ost com m ercial 
as;e of the  w orld ’s h isto ry .

N ote trad e  w ords: G ain and  loss; profit and 
exchange.

I l l u s * r a t io n . A s com parative  exchanging of 
real estate.

1. W h a t  is  t h e  V a l u e  o f  T h i s  W o r l d ?
A. S700 billions is m ateria l value.

( 20 )
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B. B ut no te lim ita tions there to :
1. C an ’t  get clear title .
2. C an ’t  insure (against fire).
3. C a n ’t  en joy (only  one su it and  pair 

shoes a t a t im e ).
111. J .  D . R ockefeller spends IS cents 

a day  fo r food.
4. D oesn’t  sa tisfy , illus. A lexander.
5. C a n ’t  re ta in . Illus. U ndertaker.

N o t e .  T he proposition  is, to  balance tip
m erits of exchanging soul fo r w orld , and  
vice versa.

I I .  W h a t  is  t h e  V a l u e  o f  t h e  S o u l ?

A. N ote its im m o rta lity  (L uke 16, e tc .).
B. C apacity .

1. T o  do.
2. T o  know .
3. T o  c h o o s e .

C. I ts  cost to  redeem  (of G od 's estim ate). 
W ind, w 'ater, fire, blood.

III. C o n c l u s io n

A. Choose you.
B. T h is m eeting a life boat, will you step in ?

T H E  C R O S S O F C H R IS T
1 C or. 1:17.

(P reached  a t R ichm ond. Va., O ctober 10, 1020 .) 
I n t r o d u c t io n . C orin th  a G reek city.
P au l a d im inu tive  Je w  w ith  an  unpopular

message.
Cross appo in ted  (Exod. 12 and Psa. 2 2 ).

I .  P e c u l ia r  P o w e r  o f  t h e  C r o s s

A. N o t the  pow er of (w orld ly ) w isdom .
1 . T here  is a g rea t pow er in w isdom .

— Edison, F o rd , surgery , science, etc.
B. N o t the  pow er of religion.

1. E ucharis tic  congress.
2. M oham m edan , p ray ing  to w a rd  M ecca, 

etc.
C. G o d ’s pow er.
D. G od’s p lan , no t according to  m an ’s.

I I .  P r e a c h in g  o f  t h e  C ro ss

A. By one converted  from  th e  w orld.
1. See 2 C or. 2 :1 0  an d  c. f. Gal. 1 (n o t 

a f te r  m an ).
a. In  m an n er received.
b. M a tte r , illus. K oran , etc.

B. Offends carnality .
1. T o  G reek foolishness.
2. To Je w  stum bling  block, etc.

See G al. S. W hy— persecu tion?  etc.
C. P ow er of God.

1. T o  save an d  sanctify , 
e. g. G reek architect,
e. g. R om an m aiden,
e. g. English saints.

( 21)

T H E  F A V O R IT E  SO N

B y  W . B. W a l k e r

Jo seph  w as the son of Jacob . H e w as the son 
of his fa th e r’s old age. I t w as very  n a tu ra l th a t  
his fa ther w as so foolish abo u t him . W'e shall 
consider a few things concerning Jo sep h ’s ch ar
acter.

I. H is  E a r l y  U n p o p u l a r it y

He w as n o t as popular as Santa  Claus.
1. H e was his fa th e r’s favorite, w hich is a 

heavy load  fo r any  child to  bear. H e lived in a 
fam ily w here there were four sets of children. 
He was the son of Rachel, w ho w as Ja c o b ’s wife.

2. Joseph  was a talebearer. H e looked w ith  
unconcealed con tem pt upon his h a lf-b ro thers 
w ho were the sons of the  housem aids. W e read, 
"H e b ro u g h t unto  his fa ther their evil re p o rt” 
(G en. 3 7 :2 ) . T he ta t t le r  in school an d  on the 
street is in contem pt.

3. T h is young m an  also h ad  his share of self- 
conceit. H e had  his day-dream s. H e to ld  his 
b ro thers th a t he w ould  be the  tallest sheaf in 
the  field. In  these expressions we have all the  in 
gredients fo r a fam ily explosion. A ny young  m an 
who is a favo rite  son, and  a talebearer, an d  is 
tilled w ith  self-conceit, he has in him  the  sulphur, 
the sa ltpe te r, an d  the charcoal, w hich m ake up 
gunpow der, w hich is likely to  blow him  up at 
any  tim e.

II . J o s e p h  W as S e n t  E a r l y  i n  L i f e  to  t h e  
S c h o o l  o f  A d v e r s it y

H e took all the grades in the com m onest of all 
com m on schools. H e was under the  tu itio n  of 
struggle and  d ifficu lty . H is college colors were 
black  an d  blue, because the  lessons w ere learned 
by hard  knocks.

H e was tried  in three different w ays:
1. By being sold as a slave boy in to  E gyp t.
H is b ro thers said we will sell him , and  his life

will gradually  be w orn  aw ay in h a rd  toil. T he 
same is being done in the  factories of today . T he 
pace is so sharp  th a t  the m an in m iddle life can 
n o t hold his job . T hen he will be cast aside 
for younger m en. T h is sam e hellish practice still 
holds back p a r t of the w orking girls’ w ages and 
keeps her so close to  the danger line th a t  she 
m ust be well fortified  to  keep her v irtue . The 
voice o j Ju dah  is still heard in the land.

2. Joseph  w as also tested  by  the  accusations 
of an  evil-m inded w om an. H e w as a  house serv
an t in P o tip h a r’.s house. W e are to ld  th a t  the 
"L o rd  was w ith Joseph an d  he was a prosperous 
m an .” H e w as a m an of principle w herever he 
was placed.

A rich H a rv a rd  s tu d e n t was in the  d o rm ito ry  
of th a t  in stitu tio n  shaving one m orning in his 
room  w ith  the  door open. A w retched w om an of 
the stree t slipped in to  his room . She closed the
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rloor behind her an d  backed  against it. and  said 
to the  young  m an, “ Give m e fifty  dollars in 
s ta n tly  o r I  will scream  for help .” T he young 
m an looked a ro u n d  and  said, “ Yell aw ay .”

3. H e w as also tested  by the  in g ra titu d e  of 
those w hom  he had  befriended. In  prison he did 
no t fo r one m om ent give up his hope for ad v an ce 
m ent. H is in structo rs were fa ith fu l. T heir nam es 
were P rof. Difficulty, P ro f. A dversity , an d  D r. 
Discipline.

Joseph  d id  n o t spend his days beh ind  th e  bars 
in laziness an d  in crime.

a . H e so conducted  him self in prison th a t  he 
w on the confidence of the  w arden  an d  was m ade 
a k ind  of overseer am ong the  prisoners.

b. H e also w on the  regard  and  confidence of 
the  prisoners by  his sym pathe tic  in terest in their 
welfare. W hen they  w ere perplexed they  came 
to him . B ut Joseph  w as fo rgo tten  by the  bu tler. 
This w as ing ra titu d e  to th e  dregs. T he mills 
of the  gods grind slowdy, b u t surely.

I I I .  J o s e p h  W a s  A d v a n c e d  t o  t h e  T h r o n e  
o f  E g y p t

T he w ay to  the th rone  was slow b u t sure. 
T h irteen  years of discipline w as sufficient to  p re 
pare h im  for the  second position in th e  land. 
C haracter ripens in  adversity . T he  m ost delicious 
apples grow  w here the cold w eather is the m ost 
severe.

1. T his m an ow ed his u ltim ate  success to  the  
fact th a t  he w'as a  m an of vision. W hen he was 
sold in to  slavery his m ind w as busy in studying 
the stars.

2. Joseph  w as a m an “ in w hom  the S p irit of 
G od is.” T h a t was P h a ra o h ’s verdict w hen J o 
seph skilfully in terp re ted  his dream s. To reach 
the th rone  of success it  is very  necessary to  have 
the Sp irit of God w ith in .

3. H e w as also a m an  of faith . H e h ad  faith  
in God. H e believed G od was an  alm igh ty  C re
a to r  who could overrule in the providences of his 
life. H e also h ad  faith  in  his fellows. H e 
h ad  n o t lost fa ith  in his b re th ren . A nd he had  
fa ith  in himself.

M A L IG N A N T  U N B E L IE F
B y  C . E .  C o r n e l l  

T e x t : M a rk  3:20-30.
1. T here is a  po in t on the  N iagara  R iv er called 

P ast R edem ption  P o in t. W hen once a  b o a t or 
ind iv idual has passed th is poin t, there  is no hope 
fo r them . T hey are doom ed to  dash over the 
falls below.

2. Those w;ho refuse to  heed the  w arn ings of 
the  Bible are  doom ed to  destruction . B e tte r take  
w arning.

I l l u s t r a t io n : “T he Inchcape R ock ,” S ou they ’s 
Poem .

T he H o ly  A bbot of A verbro thock  h ad  placed
( 21 )

a bell over th is rock  in  such a w ay  th a t  it was 
sw ung by the m otion  of the  waves.
W hen the rock w as h id  by  the  tem p es t’s swell, 
T he m ariners heard  th e  w arn ing  bell.

One day  R a lph  th e  rover in spo rt 
C ut the  w arn ing  bell fro m  its float,
A nd sailed aw ay  an d  scoured the  seas 

F o r m any  a  day.

R etu rn in g  richly laden, he finds him self near the 
Scottish shore 

In  the  fog and in the  swell of a gale.

“ C ans’t  hear,” says one, “ the breakers ro a r?  
F ro m  y onder m eth inks should  be th e  shore."

“N ow , w here w»e are  I  canno t tell,
B u t I w ish we could hear the  Inchcape bell.” 

T hey  w ere w recked on the  very  rock w here 
they  had  d estroyed  the  w arning bell.

So w ith  every one who fails to  heed the  w a rn 
ing G od’s W ord.

S O M E  P R E A C H E D  S E R M O N  O U T L IN E S  
O N  P E N T E C O S T
B y  B a s il  W . M il l e r  

T h e  M ean in g  o f P e n te c o s t
T e x t : A n d  w hen  the day  o f Pentecost was 

fu lly  come  (Acts 2 :1 ) .
I n t r o d u c t io n  : T h is year there  has been con

siderable ta lk  concerning the  found a tio n  of the  
C hurch, a n d  its  em pow erm ent. M uch has been 
preached  and m ore w ritte n  on th is im p o rtan t su b 
ject. Let us go back  to  the  fu ndam en ta l issue 
of th is great experience. N ote :

1. T h e  N e e d  o f  P e n t e c o s t . T his s ta n d s out 
p a ram o u n t am ong  the  needs of the  age. (1) 
Ten thousand  churches last y ea r  d id  n o t have a 
single convert. T his w eakened sp iritu a l condi
tion  indicates a need of th is experience. (2) 
The general sp iritua l decline in church  a n d  sta te , 
and  the  m oral b reak d o w n  ind icate  also th is  need. 
(3) F inally , the  “le t-d o w n ” am ong holiness peo 
ple concerning th ings w hich once they  held  as 
v ita l m oreover show s the need of Pen tecost.

2. T h e  H e a r t  o f  P e n t e c o s t . T he essence of 
Pen tecost is : (1) A h e a rt of d iv ine  love. G od 
is love. To H is children H e  im p arts  H is n a tu re — 
love. T he 13th chap ter of 1 C orin th ians is the 
heart of P entecost. (2) I t  is a  heart aflam e w ith  
divine zeal. S tudy  the  first pentecostal experi
ence— zeal fo r souls, zeal a t the  cost o f life, p ro p 
erty , etc. (3) F inally , it  is a  h ea rt of p u rity . 
P u rity  is the  fo undation  of P en tecost. P u rity  
comes th rough  the  incom ing of the  S p irit in 
sanctification.



T H E  P R E A C H E R ’S M A G A Z IN E 279

3. T h e  S u c c ess  o r  P e n t e c o s t . P entecost suc
ceeds. I t  will revitalize the  dying churches. (1) 
T he experience succeeded a t  the m em orable day 
of P entecost. T hree thousand  converted— the 
church sca tte red  to  the  ends of the  earth . (2) 
it  succeeded in the W esleyan revival. T he M e th 
odist church was raised up to  sc a tte r  holiness “ to 
the  ends of the  e a r th .” P en tecost as an  experi
ence b ro u g h t ab o u t the  progress of th a t  “ho li
ness church .” (3 ) P entecost succeeded in the 
early  days of the  holiness m ovem ent w hich gave 
rise to  the  C hurch  of the N azarene. (4) P en te 
cost w ill succeed to d ay — if our churches w ill 
experience it. Seek fo r it  th rough  sanctification, 
th ro u g h  the  incom ing, purify ing , em pow ering H oly 
Spirit.

C o n c l u s i o n : Pentecost is the  one need of the 
church . I t  will inflam e the  hearts  of pu lp it and  
pew alike w ith  a new  zeal. I t  will b ring  r e 
vivals, spread  the k ingdom , bu ild  up the  waste 
places.

T h e  E ssen ce  o f P e n te c o s t
T e x t : A n d  w hen  ike  day o f P entecost was 

fu lly  com e  (A cts 2 :1 ) .

I n t r o d u c t io n : On every han d  the  question  is 
being asked, W h a t is P en tecost?  W h a t message 
does it have fo r the m odern  church?  W h a t ele
m ents go to  m ake it u p ?  I s  it an  experience to 
be possessed to d a y ?  L et us briefly  answ er such 
questions.

L  T h e  P e r s o n a l  E l e m e n t  o f  P e n t e c o s t .  

N ote  th e  reading, “A nd it sa t upon each of 
th e m ” (A cts 2 :3 ) .  P entecost is no th ing  unless 
i t  is personal. I t  is no t a  m ass m ovem ent in  its 
o rig in ; b u t it  begins in the  h ea rt of the in d iv id 
ual, T hey  p ray ed  together— b u t th ey  wrere b a p 
tized w ith  the  S p irit separa te ly , o r  as indiv iduals.
I t  m u st be sought personally , as a  definite experi
ence, th ro u g h  the  incom ing of th e  Sp irit of sanc
tification .

. 2. ■ .The. P u r i t y . o f  P e n t e c o s t . A gain no te the 
reading, “T ongues as of fire” (A cts 2 :3 ) .  T h ro u g h 
o u t the  Bible fire is a sym bol of refining, p u r ify 
ing. H e shall s it as a refiner, a- purifier. P e n te 
cost comes as an experience to  purify  the  soul. 
T h is is w here m ost seekers a f te r  P entecost fail— 
th ey  w a n t the  pow er, b u t are unw illing to pay 
the  price fo r th e  p u rity . N o pow er comes, w ith 
o u t first experiencing the p u rity .

3. T h e  P o w e r  of  P e n t e c o s t . R ead  th rough  
th e  en tire  ch ap te r and  n o te  th e  success of the  
w itnessing. Jesus said th a t  they  should  be H is

( 23 )

witnesses. P ow er cam e then, and pow er alw ays 
comes tod ay  th rough  th is experience of Pentecost, 
w hich we term  sanctification . M oody  before 
sanctification  was powerless— b u t w hen Pentecost 
came upon him, he m oved the  nations of the  
earth . T he sto ry  is the  sam e— Finney, Bresee, 
Insk ip , Phcebe Palm er. T he pow erfu l church is 
the  pentecostal church, the church w hich is b a p 
tized by the H oly S p irit and  fire.

C o n c l u s i o n : Pentecost m ust be sought a f te r  
as a definite experience w hich shall come person
ally upon the  soul and  p u rify  the  entire  na tu re.

IL L U S T R A T IV E  M A T E R IA L
Prepared by  J .  G l e n n  G o u l d  

D evo tion  to  th e  D eath
Some years ago I was a  guest a t  a sm all w ed

ding d inner p a r ty  in N ew  Y o rk  C ity . A Scotch- 
Irish  gentlem an, well know n  in th a t  city , an  old 
frend, spoke across the  table to  me. H e said he 
had heard  recently  a sto ry  of the  Scottish hills 
th a t he w an ted  to  tell. A nd we all listened as 
he to ld  th is simple tale. I  have  heard  it  since 
from  o th er lips, variously  told. B u t good gold 
shines b e tte r  by the  fric tion  of use. A n d  I  w7an t 
to tell it  to you  as m y old friend  from  the 
Scotch end of Ire lan d  to ld  it th a t  evening.

I t  w as of a shepherd  in the  Scottish hills w ho 
had  b rough t his sheep back to  th e  fold fo r the  
n ight, and as he w as arrang ing  m atters fo r the  
n igh t he w as surprised to  find th a t  tw o  of the  
sheep w ere missing. H e looked again. Yes, 
tw o were missing. A nd he knew  w hich tw o. 
These shepherds are keen to  know  th e ir sheep. 
H e w as m uch surprised , and  w ent to  th e  o u t
house of his dw elling to  call his collie.

There she lay a fte r  the d a y ’s w ork  suckling 
her ow n little  ones. H e called her. She looked 
up a t  him . H e said, “T w o arc missing”— holding 
up tw o  . fingers— “A w ay by, Collie, an d  , get 
th em .” W ith o u t m oving, she looked up in to  

, his face, as though  she. w ould  say, “Y ou 
w ou ldn ’t  send me ou t again to n ig h t? — it ’s been 
a long day— I ’m  so tired-—n o t again to n ig h t.” 
So her eyes seemed to  say. A nd again  as m any 
a tim e doubtless, “ A w ay by, and get the sheep,” 
he said. A nd ou t she w ent.

A bout m idn igh t a scratching a t  the  door 
aroused  him . H e found one of the  sheep back. 
H e ta red  for it. A b it of w arm  food, an d  the 
like. T hen c u t again to the  outhouse. T here 
the  dog lay  w ith  h er little  ones. A gain he
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called her. She looked up. “ G et the o ther 
sheep,” he said. I do no t know  if you men 
listening are as fond of a  good collie as I  am . 
T heir eyes seem h um an  to  m e, a lm ost, som e
tim es. A nd hers seemed so as she looked up  
and seem ed to  be saying ou t of th e ir  great 
dep ths— “ N ot again— to n ig h t?— h av en ’t  T been 
fa ith fu l?— I ’m so tired— n o t a g a in !”

A nd again as m any a tim e before, “A w ay by. 
and get the  sheep.” A nd o u t she w'ent. A bout 
tw o  or three, again the scratching. A nd he 
found the  last sheep b a c k ; bad ly  t o r n ; been 
dow n some ravine or gully. A nd the dog was 
plainly p layed. A nd y e t she seemed to  give a 
b it of a w'ag to her tired  ta il as though she 
w ould say, “T here it is—I ’ve done as you  bade 
me— it ’s back.

And he cared for its needs, and  then  before 
lying dow n to  his ow n rest, th o u g h t he w ould 
go and  praise the  dog fo r her fa ith fu l w ork. 
Y ou know  how  sensitive collies are to  praise 
or criticism . He w ent ou t an d  stooped Over 
w ith  a p a t and  a k indly  w ord, and  was sta rtled  
to find th a t  the  life -te ther h ad  slipped its  hold. 
She lay there lifeless, w ith  her little  ones tu g 
ging a t her body.

T h a t w as only a dog. W e arc men. Shall 
I apologize for using a dog for an  illu stra tion?  
No. I will no t. One of G od’s creatures, h a v 
ing a p a r t  in His redem ption . T h a t w'as to 
save sheep. Y ou and  I are sent, no t to  save 
sheep, b u t to save m en. H ow  m uch th en  is a 
m an  b e tte r th an  a sheep, or an y th in g  else?— S. 
D. G o r d o x .

Spending  O nese lf fo r God
D r. Jam es Black recently  paid a tr ib u te  to 

D r. Jo h n  K elm an, late pasto r of F ifth  Avenue 
P resby terian  church, N ew  Y ork. H e said, “ I 
am  speaking of him , and  loving him , fo r the 
heroic use he m ade of his g rea t gifts, often  in 
deed am idst w eakness and  w'ith a  frail body 
th a t w as som etim es a d rag  to his soul. In this,
I th ink , he had  some of the  dom inance of sp irit 
th a t  distinguished R o b ert Louis Stevenson, 
whom  he loved and  w hom  he so m uch resem 
bled. I rem em ber speaking w ith  him , m any 
years ago, a t  a  big m eeting in E d inburgh . H e 
looked so tired  an d  w an  in the  com m ittee room  
before the m eeting th a t  I inqu ired  anxiously 
about him . H e tu rn ed  to  me w ith  th a t  quick 
smile of his and  said, ‘M an, I am  flogging m y 
self to th is.’ T h a t is one secret of his bigness,

( 24 )

th a t w ith a fra il body  th a t  o ften  failed him , 
he flogged him self in to  service. H is sp ir it w as 
in his body like a flame, and , if I m ay  so p u t it, 
it b u rned  the body ou t. H e w as alw ays w o rk 
ing and  p lann ing  beyond  his physical en d u r
ance. H is very  eagerness an d  th e  flash o f his 
spirit were his ow n enem y.”— C. H . N a b e r s .

C h ris t’s O nly  P lan
Som ebody has supposed th e  scene th a t  he 

th inks m ay have taken place a f te r  Je su s w ent 
back ( to  heav en ). T he M aste r is w alking dow n 
the golden s tre e t one day, a rm  in a rm  w ith  
G abriel, ta lk ing  in ten tly , earnestly . G abriel is 
saying:

"M aster, you d ied  for the w hole w orld dow n 
there, did you not ?”

“Y es.”
“ Y ou m ust have suffered m uch ,” w ith  an 

earnest look in to  th a t  great face w ith  its u n re 
m ovable m arks.

“Y es,” again comes the  answ er in a w o n 
drous voice, very quiet, b u t strangely  full of 
deepest feeling.

“ And do they all know  ab o u t i t ? ”
"Oh, no! Only a few in Palestine know  

ab o u t it so far."
“ W ell, M aster, w h a t’s your p lan ?  W h at have 

you done ab o u t telling the  w orld  th a t  you died 
for, th a t you  have  died for th em ? W h a t’s 
yo u r p la n ? ”

“W ell,” the M aster is supposed to answ er, 
“I asked P ete r an d  Jam es and  Jo h n , and  little  
Scotch A ndrew , and  some m ore of them  dowm 
there just to  m ake it the  business of the ir lives 
to tell o thers, and  the o thers are to  tell others, 
and  the o thers others, an d  yet o thers, an d  still 
o thers, un til the  last m an in the  fa rth es t circle 
has heard  the  sto ry  an d  has felt the  thrilling  
a n d  th ra lling  pow er of it."

A nd G abriel know s us folks dow n here p re tty  
well. He has had  m ore th an  one con tac t w ith  
earth . H e know s the k ind  of stuff in us. And 
he is supposed to  answ er, w-ith a so rt of hesi
ta tin g  reluctance, as though  he could see diffi
culties in the w orking of th e  p lan , “ Yes— b u t— 
suppose P ete r fails. Suppose a f te r  a while Jo h n  
sim ply  does not tell o thers. Suppose their de
scendants, th e ir  successors aw ay  off in th e  first 
edge of the  tw en tie th  cen tury , get so busy  about 
th ings— some of them  p roper enough, some m ay 
no t be quite  so p roper— th a t  th ey  do not tell 
o thers— ichat th e n ? ”
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A nd b a c k  comes th a t quiet w ondrous voice 
ol J e s u s , “ G ab rie l, I haven 't m ade any other 
plans— I ’m counting  on th em .”— S. D . G o rd o n ’.

P ra y e r  A n sw ered  by G od’s P ro v id en ces
W hile G od cannot consistently  save certain  

ones a t p resent, H e can, bless H is n a m e ! keep 
them  w ith in  the  reach of sa lvation— H e can 
su rro u n d  th em  so graciously th a t the  end  will 
be reached by  and  by.

L et me bring  th is instance from  m y ow n life 
w hich I regard  as an  illu stra tion  of th is m a tte r . 
I was converted  w hen some past tw en ty -one 
years of age. I ought to  have y ielded to  God 
m any years before. I h ad  a chance. G racious 
influences w ere ab o u t me. B ut 1 resisted. 
W hen  ab o u t eighteen years old I w as kicked 
by m y horse. H e p u t his heel square ly  in m y 
face. T he only ap p a ren t reason w hy I w'as no t 
killed w as th a t  it was a “ spen t b lo w ” —had I 
been an  inch nearer him , he w ould  have finished 
me. As it was, it knocked me dow n, cut my 
cheek an d  chin (th e  scars I now  have) broke 
several tee th , and  left me bleeding and uncon
scious.

W h y  w as I not killed? L et m e  answ er and  
I say G od in H is infinite m ercy and  m in istry  
p re v e n te d ! H e had n o t been able to b ring  me 
to  repen tance, b u t H e could (an d  I hum bly  b e 
lieve d id ) su rro u n d  me by His good providences 
an d  p ro tec t m y life and  health  till I w ould 
repen t.— C. J . F o w l e r .

I W ill F e a r  no Evil, fo r T h o u  A rt w ith  M e
A m an got up  in a m eeting to  speak. I t  was 

dow n in R hode Island, ou t a bit from  Providence. 

He w as a farm er, an old m an. H e h ad  become 

a C hristian  la te  in life, an d  th is evening was 
telling ab o u t his s ta r t . H e h ad  been a rough, bad  
m an. H e said th a t w'hen he becam e a C hristian  

even the cat knew  th a t some change had taken  

place. T h a t caught m y ear. I t had  a genuine 
ring.

H e said th a t the next m orning a fte r  the  change 
of purpose he was going dow n to  th e  village a 

little distance from  his farm . H e sw ung along 
the road, happy  in heart, singing so ftly  to  him - 
selt, and th ink ing  abo u t the Savior. All a t  once 
he could feel the  fum es com ing out of a saloon 
ahead. He cou ldn’t  see the  place yet, b u t his 
keen tra in ed  nose felt it. T he odors came out 
s trong and  gripped  him.

H e said he w as frightened, an d  w ondered  how 
he could get by. H e had never gone by  before, 
lie s a id ; alw ays gone i n ; b u t he cou ldn’t  go in 
now . B ut w h at to do, th a t was the  rub . Then 
he smiled, and said, “ I rem em bered, and  I  said, 
‘Jesus y o u ’ll have to come along an d  help  me 
get by, I never can by m yself.’ ” A nd then in 
his simple, illite rate  w ay he said, “and l i e  come 
— an d  vie. w ent by, and  w e've been going by ever 
since.”— S . D. G o r d o n .

PRACTICAL
A S U G G E S T IO N

B y  H a ro ld  C. J o h n s o n

TH E R E  are tw o  conditions th a t  m ust exist 
w ith  any preacher in o rd e r for him  to  be 
successful. One is soul health  an d  the 

o th er is physical health . T h a t is, he m ust have 
a v ita l experience of sa lvation  an d  a norm al 
h ea lth y  body . M any  of our preachers to d ay  are 
failures because of th e ir  need n o t of soul health  
so m uch as physical health . A nd very  o ften  
the ir b roken  physical condition  is due to  their 
neglect of som e of the  fu n d am en ta l law s of n a 

ture. I w ould not say th a t the  p roper care of 
the body w as as necessary as the p roper care of 
the  soul, for if I h ad  to  choose one of the  tw o 
I w ould choose a healthy  soul a h undred  times 
quicker th an  1 would a healthy  body. B ut w ith 
ou t a shadow  of a dou b t it is righ t an d  religious 
to take p roper care of the  body, fo r it is the 
greatest of all earth ly  tabernacles, an d  the  sow n 
seed of neglect will resu lt in m uch suffering 
an d  a shortened  life. A nd the  m ore good health  
and  streng th  you enjoy th e  m ore careful you 
ought to  be to  re ta in  it, fo r G od has given it to 
you, to be used for H is glory.
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Jam es Oliver C urw ood, th a t  great lite ra ry  m an 
(n o t genius, for lie ob ta ined  his ab ility  in the 
school th a t brings p ersp ira tion  an d  b lood from  
the b row s of its  studen ts— w ork is its  n a m e ) , 
w rites the  follow ing: “ In  o rder th a t  m y w ork 
shall be as good as I can m ake it, I keep myself 
physically  an d  mental]}' fit. I rise from  m y bed 
a t sirf o ’clock every m orning of m y life, seven 
days a week, when I  am  a t  hom e, except in 
spring and  sum m er, w hen I m ay  rise an  h our 
earlier. I im m ediately d rin k  tw o  large glasses 
of w ater. A fter the calisthenics I tak e  a show er, 
finishing w ith  cold w ater. T hen  I  have m y 
breakfast, which usually  consists of a half bow l 
of b ran  w ith  cream  an d  milk. I w alk  for no 
longer th an  ten  m inutes, b u t as fast as I can, as 
slow w alking is no exercise a t all, an d  am  a t 
m y studio  ready fo r w ork a t ha lf past seven.”

I t  seems to  me th a t  if a m an  will be so con
sistent as th is in the care of his body, in o rder 
to  m ake of him self a successful novelist, surely 
a preacher ought to  be as careful in o rder to 
m ake him self as successful as possible in the 
w ork  of God. T he p reacher who drags him self 
o u t of bed  a t eight or nine o ’clock, neglects these 
simple body builders and  th en  sta rts  o u t w ith 
bacon an d  eggs and  possibly a cup of coffee or 
tw o inside of him . is n o t m aking him self as 
efficient in the  w ork  of G od as he could and 
should.

The novelist continues. “A rriv ing  a t  m y studio  
a t half pas t seven, I have a fifteen m inu tes’ c6n- 
ference w ith  m y secretary', then  disconnect m y 
telephone, lock m y doors, an d  from  eight un til 
e leven -th irty  bu ry  m yself in m y w o rk .” If 
every preacher th a t  reads th is w ould ad o p t such 
a plan, spend three hours an d  a half every m o rn 
ing in p rayer and  stu d y , no d o u b t b e tte r  se r
m ons w ould be p reached  and m ore success in the  
w ork  of the  L ord , be accom plished. A nd now  
the  novelist says, “T here are m ornings w hen this 
w ork  comes easily and  spontaneously  an d  m any 
others w hen I  seem to d rag  fo rth  m y thoughts 
w ord  by  w o rd .’ A nd so w ill there  come m o rn 
ings w ith  you, m y fellow -m inister, w hen  it  will 
be hard  to p ray  a n d  difficult to  s tudy , b u t d e te r
m ination  of purpose will result in ab u n d a n t re
w ard . M r. C urw ood continues, “Y es I  have 
found th a t  spon taneity , in m y case, has alm ost 
never m eant best w o rk ; in o th er w ords, the  m ore 
I find it necessary to  concen trate  and toil the 
m ore finished an d  sa tisfac to ry  is the  w o rk  w hich 
results. I have  spent an  entire  forenoon on one

( 26 )

parag rap h  of a dozen lines, keeping a t it u n til I 
th o u g h t m y head w ould split, b u t de term ined  to 
get th e  effect I w an ted  now  or n ever.”

H ow  m any  of us p reachers a re  th a t  carefu l in 
the  p rep ara tio n  of our serm ons. C erta in ly  if a 
m an w ill p u t fo rth  th a t  m uch m en ta l energy 
to p repare a novel, we ought to w ork  equally  as 
h a rd  to prepare o u r messages.

Let us notice how  th is m an spends the  rest of 
the day. H e says, “ I am  a t  m y ty p ew rite r  from  
tw o to  three a n d  a ha lf h ou rs doing original 
wrork, an d  as m y d inner is a t  tw elve o ’clock I 
have ju s t about enough tim e in w hich to  s tre tch  
m yself an d  w alk b risk ly  for a  few blocks. T his 
d inner w ith  occasional exceptions is very  largely 
of vegetables an d  green stuffs, w ith  dairy  p ro d 
ucts an d  n u ts  furn ishing the  necessary p ro te in s in 
the  place of m eats. I re tu rn  im m ediately  to m y 
studio , an d  un til ha lf pas t four m y tim e is occu
pied in d ic ta tion , p lo ttin g  and  p lann ing  to m o r
ro w ’s w ork , reading, editing, ga thering  facts for 
the  skeletons of fu tu re  w ork  an d  a tten d in g  to  the  
h u n d red  a n d  one details w hich com e up in an  
a u th o rs ’ life, as in any  o th er m an 's .” T he rest 
of the day  he says is tak en  up  in wholesom e 
recreation  an d  before bed he takes from  five 
to ten  m inutes of brisk calisthenics.

M r. C urw o o d ’s b rillian t success as a w rite r is 
due In a g rea t ex ten t to  his p ro p o rtio n a l care of 
m ind an d  body. T ru ly  every p reacher can  get 
some good suggestions fro m  th is m an ’s life in the  
p rep ara tio n  an d  executing of his ow n daily  p ro 
gram . L et us do every th ing  possible to  m ake 
ourselves m ore efficient and  b e tte r  qualified to 
do the  g rea t w o rk  of the  M aster.

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E X C H A N G E S  
A N D  S U G G E S T IO N S

B y  B a s il  W . M il l e r

F R O M  M Y  B O O K  S H E L F

S e r m o n  R e a d in g  M a t e r ia l  th a t  is helpful, 
enlightening, an d  y e t of the  w orkshop  n a tu re  is 
scarce these days. L ast m on th  I  ran  across sev
eral books of th is m ost de ligh tfu l type . W hile I 
am  unable to recom m end all th a t  the  au th o rs  say, 
still one finds som e m ost beneficial suggestions in 
them . One of these is W h a t T o  Preach, by  Henryr 
S loan Coffin. D r. Coffin, as we know , is p resi
den t of the  U nion Theological S em inary , here in 
N ew  Y o rk  C ity. F o r the  p as t num ber of years
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he has lectu red  to  preachers s tudy ing  in  U nion 
and  C olum bia U niversity . W hile m uch th a t  he 
says is tin c tu re d  w ith  m odernism , still he lays 
a  tru e  line on the  various ty p es of preaching. His 
chap ters p roved  so s tim u la ting  th a t  I  will outline 
them  briefly . I t  m ay  be well to  no te  th a t  these 
ch ap te rs  w ere delivered to  a num ber of th e  lead 
ing sem inaries bo th  here and  in S cotland.

In  his ch ap te r  on E xposito ry  P reach ing  he lays 
the  fo u n d a tio n  of all p reaching in the  Bible. C o n 
cerning the  use of a tex t, o r a  longer passage, he 
says, “A tex t seem s to have  three uses: (1) I t 
keeps a preacher in  line w ith  the  h isto ric  sp iritua l 
pas t. (2) I t  sum s u p  in a s trik ing  an d  m em or
able fo rm  th e  m ain  p o in t of his message. (3) 
I t  a lm ost invariab ly  enriches the  serm on from  
the  w ealthy  life w ith  G od in the  th e  B ible.” H e 
m akes the  o ft repeated  rem ark  th a t  every preacher 
should  keep a no te  book  beside h is Bible, and  
jo t dow n every suggestive tex t, an d  ad d  a  them e 
to  it  fo r fu tu re  use. A fter all m ost of our ser
m ons are  b o rn  fro m  illum ina ted  texts, o r gripping 
passages, o r allu ring  them es.

T he second ch ap te r deals w ith  D octrina l 
P reach ing . H erein  m any  of us fail altogether. 
T w o extrem es seem to  m ark  m ost d o ctrina l ser
m ons w hich we have h eard : E ith e r  they  become 
d ry , b o n e-d ry  as a  lecture on theology, o r shal
low w ith o u t the  backbone of doctrine . B u t we 
need d o c trin a l serm ons w hich are  interesting , ye t 
pow erfu l in th e ir  dogm atic elem ents. Coffin says, 
"W e are  su rfe ited  w'ith w h a t are te rm ed  ‘in 
sp ira tional serm ons'— ex horta tions w ith  a  m axi
m um  of h ea t an d  a  m in im um  of lig h t.” T he 
tru e  serm on as the  E d ito r  of T he P reach er’s 
M agazine p o in ts o u t “ consists of b o th  ligh t a n d  
h e a t”— tru th  an d  in sp ira tion , o r shall we say , 
doctrine and  exhorta tion . H orace  B ushnell 
w ro te , “ P reach ing  is no th ing  b u t the  bu rsting  ou t 
of light, w hich has first b u rs t in o r up  from  w here 
G od is, am ong the soul’s fo u n d a tio n s.” One can 
easily plan a series of doc trin a l serm ons w hich 
will cover all our fu ndam en ta l positions, b u t still 
add  such “ fire of en thusiasm ” as w ill “ p u t them  
over w ith  th e  congregation .” W e m inisters m ust 
give the people a  rich subsoil of doctrine, and  
then  ad d  th e  insp iration .

T he chap ter on E th ica l P reach ing  s tru ck  me as 
a new  line. W e preach theology, doctrine, in 
sp ira tion , b u t in the w'ild rush  to  be in tu n e  w ith  
e ither the o lder style of p reaching  or the  new er 
m ethod  of brief insp ira tional addresses, w e are 
w ont to  fo rget the  relationship  of m an to  m an.

T his is ethics— religion o r sa lvation  w orking i t 
self o u t in character. T here m ay be a danger of 
em phasizing the  g rea t crises of the  experience of 
sa lvation  to  the  u tte r  exclusion of the eth ical or 
character elem ent. N ote  along th is line the  sub
title  of D r. W illiam s’ book on “S anctification .” 
I t  is th e  ethics of th e  experience— th is is m an ’s 
re lation  as a  sanctified being to  h is fellow -m en.

R un  th rough  in y o u r m ind th e  m any  subjects 
w hich w'e have never used on eth ical lines— m y 
neighbor an d  myself, m y eth ical relationship  to 
the  church  b re th ren , etc. Coffin notes a line 
on “W isdom ’s W ays,” such as in F riendship , C on
versation , H osp ita lity , Self-control, Business Life, 
Social L ife. T he book  of Jam es, o r  th a t  of 
P ro v e rb s will furn ish  texts galore for such ethical 
serm ons. T h in k  of the field opened up in such 
a them e as “A C hristian ’s LTse of H is Posses
sions.” H ere  are serm ons on H is H ealth , H is 
Abilities, H is W ealth , etc. On the “V irtues of 
a H um ble L ife” furnish  m an y  h ap p y  m orning ser
mons.

A new  key w as s truck  in the  lecture on P as
to ra l P reaching. W e have never heard  i t  nam ed 
in th is m anner before, b u t here is certain ly  u n 
explored te rrito ry  fo r us preachers. Them es such 
as “T he C hurchm anship  of Je sus ,” “ H is L oyalty  
to  th e  T em ple,” “H is R esponsibility  to the  S yn a
gogue” open a m ine of religious th o u g h ts  w hich 
should  be s tru c k ,h o m e  to  th e  hearts of th e  con
g regation  on “ T he C hurch as an  In s titu tio n .” 
V arious serm ons could be w orked  ou t, or 
“ p rayed  dow n,” such as “A Soul Saving In s t i tu 
tio n .” “ A Teaching In s titu tio n ,” “A M issionary 
In s titu tio n ,” etc. T hem es along lines of personal 
responsibility , th ro u g h  attendance, tith ing , lo y a l
ty , an d  so on, m ake excellent s ta rtin g  po in ts for 
th e  g row th  of pas to ra l preaching. W e are bu ild 
ers of the  k ingdom , an d  th is comes best, as 
Jesus ind icated , th rough  the  build ing  of the  
church. T he C hurch is Je su s’ w ay of extending 
the kingdom . If  we preach  on various o ther 
lines of religious tho u g h t, doctrine, ethics, ev an 
gelism, th en  w hy n o t give m ore a tten tio n  to  p as
to ra l activ ities?

T he final lectures on th e  series is devo ted  to 
E vangelistic P reaching. T here are tw o  general 
types of preaching— th a t w hich aim s a t  personal 
com m itm ent to  Jesus, or the  sa lvation  of the 
soul, an d  th a t w hich seeks to build  up  those 
w ho have a lready  found  Jesus as th e ir  Savior. 
W e canno t forget the  first type of m in istry , or 
w h a t we term  evangelistic preaching. I  have
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been struck  recently  while reading the  serm ons 
of num bers of o u r ou tstand ing  preachers of the 
land. T h rough  them  all rings th e  evangelistic 
note. T he messages m ay vary . Some are  a  little  
“ off color” as to  the ty p e  of evangelistic se r
mons we are accustom ed to  hearing ; while others 
are o ld-fashioned in the ir n a tu re  an d  appeal. 
Still th rough  them  all sounds the  call to  accept 
Jesus. R ead  fo r instance “T he Old Gospel a t 
the H eart of the M etropolis,” b y  the la te  Jo h n  
R oach S tra to n , serm ons p reached a t  the C alvary  
B ap tis t church  in N ew  Y o rk  C ity , o r  D r. D aniel 
Poling’s “A dventures in E vangelism ,” preached 
in the  sam e city. T hey strike the  old, old note 
of “ yielding to  Jesus.” T he gospel preacher a t 
the heart m ust be evangelistic.

D r. Coffin says th a t we shou ld  select fo r the 
w ork  of evangelism , tw o  types of them es, great 
ones, and  m oving  ones. These shall no t be triv ia l 
or light, b u t the  trem endous them es an d  tex ts 
of the  W ord , an d  ones w hich will ten d  to  m ove 
m en to  Jesus. T he tex t shou ld  be e ither hau n tin g  
or wooing— tex ts  w hich cannot be easily shaken 
off the m ind. “ Be sure y our sins will find you  
o u t”— how  h aun ting  th is is. “ G reater love ha th  
no m an th an  th is”— how  w ooing can th is be 
m ade.

In  conclusion m ay we no te: F irst, our serm ons 
m ust be challenging, w orthy  of the a tten tio n , not 
light, f ro th y , b u t such as will s tir  the  souls, en
gage the  m ind, and  m ove the life to  action . Sec
ond, we should  v iv ify  our preaching. P a in t p ic
tu res in yo u r preaching. N o te  how  Jesus d id 
this. H e w as o u t-o f-d o o rs all the  tim e in the  
use of illustrations, and  the deft draw ing  of p ic
tures. T he prodigal son— w h at a soul stirring  
picture th is is! O fttim es we are satisfied by 
m aking our messages less v iv id  w ith  the  th o u g h t 
th a t  we are  being deep. W hile a deep serm on 
m ay n o t be very  v ivid, still a  shallow  an d  m uddy  
one w ould  ran k  abou t the  sam e. Som e w rite r 
p u t it th u s: “ W hat the  p reachcr cannot vivify 
let him  leave ou t."

I "think— while certain ly  I do n o t agree w ith 
the theology of the  w riter— it w ould be a pleasure 
to s it under D r. Coffin th rough  a course of lec
tures on the  noble a r t  of preaching. H e so lec
tures here in N ew  Y ork  C ity  every w in ter.

M E T H O D S  T H A T  H A V E  W O R K E D
S p e c ia l  S e r v ic e s  f o r  t h e  S u m m e r  have been 

w orked o u t by various pasto rs th ro u g h o u t the 
country  as a m eans to  keep the  a tten d an ce  u p  to
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the  average. D r. R eisner of th e  N ew  Y o rk  
B roadw ay T em ple has em ployed an  unusual 
scheme fo r a  special service during  the  h o t days 
of Ju ly  o r A ugust. T he p lan  s ta rte d  while he 
was p as to r in D enver. One sum m er he b rough t 
a car load of snow  from  the  m ou n ta in s nearby 
and  piled it a ro u n d  the  pu lp it, and  as a result 
those from  the  h o t countries round  ab o u t flocked 
to  the “snow  service.” T his sum m er he is w o rk 
ing the  sam e p lan  in N ew  Y o rk  C ity . A rtificial 
snow  is piled a ro u n d  th e  p u lp it, an d  huge blocks 
of ice, w ith  flowers frozen in them , are  stood  
nearby . T he p ro g ram  is s ta r te d  by  singing, 
“W ash me an d  I shall be w h ite r th a n  snow .” 
A fter w hich D r. R e isner preaches from  the  text 
in Jo b  20:13, “ As snow  in th e  tim e of harvest, 
so i« a fa ith fu l m essenger.” Of course th e  p ro 
gram  th ro u g h o u t is builded a ro u n d  the  idea of 
snow , an d  its message to  th e  soul.

T hen recently  w hile in our assem bly a t  C leve
land, Ohio, the Y oung People’s Society of th is 
church presented  a p rog ram  based upon  the  idea 
of auction ing  off children to the  highest b idder. 
I t  was advertised  as “T he A uction .” R. G. 
H am pe ac ted  as the  auctioneer. Several children 
were sea ted  on th e  p la tfo rm , w ho w ere to be 
auctioned off. In  the audience a nu m b er of peo
ple w ere seated w ho form ed  the  b idders, each 
one in tu rn  arose and  represen ting  som e ty p e  of 
life, such as pleasure, business, m orality , an d  
finally C hristian ity , spoke a n d  gave th e ir  bids. 
T he children w ent to  C hristian ity . T he prog ram  
proved  qu ite  in teresting  th ro u g h o u t. T h is is an 
ad a p ta tio n  of R oy L. S m ith ’s “A uction” as given 
in his “P lays an d  P agean ts for P u lp it U se.”

Bill S tidger m ade it a p ractice during  the sum 
m er m onths to  sing old songs w hich w ould sug
gest the  o u t-o f-doors . Some n igh ts he w ou ld  se
lect songs of w ater, the  sea, such as “T here  is a 
W ideness in G od’s L ove,” “O n Jo rd a n ’s S to rm y 
B anks I S tan d ,” etc. T hen  he w ould  speak on 
some such topic as “ T he Sea of L ife.” T he idea 
of the  m oun ta in s w ill w ork  in very  well w ith  
such a p rog ram  for the  m id-w eek service. T he 
cen tral idea could be “ As the  m ounta ins are 
round  abo u t Je rusa lem ." T he songs could be 
those of the m ountains, as “ F ro m  G reen land’s Icy 
M o u n ta in s ,” o r “ Beulah L a n d ,” w here it runs, 
“ I am  dw elling on the  m o u n ta in s.” “ Lilies of the 
V alley” could also be used for a m idw eek p rayer 
service. T he song could be “ T he L ily  of the 
V alley.” T he text, “ Consider the  L ilies.” Such 
program s as these m ust be m ade en tirely  sp iritual.
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w ithout the b izarre , the  clank of the  adven tu rous. 
T hey m ust be in a n a tu ra l setting , w here the 
pecple can en ter in to  the sp irit of the  songs and 
the  message. M any  of our V. P. S. are using 
such fo r the ir services. W e m ust rem em ber that 
our goal is tw ofo ld : th a t of saving the  soul, and 
of th row ing  a ro u n d  th a t  saved soul such influ
ences and  env ironm ents as will cause it to  m a 
tu re in C hristian  graces.

S p e c ia l  S in g in g  if w orked  wisely can add 
much to the  spirit of the service. W e m ust do 
all in our pow er to create  a sp iritua l and  an a llu r
ing atm osphere. W e are not to  close up like 
rlam s, and  be selfish, and  lose a vision of reaching 
out to  a ttra c t o thers to  our gospel. In th is ag
gressive p rog ram  isinging has a needful place. 
A n tip h o n n l singing  can be used to  good advan tage  
in the  m eetings. P u t a soloist in yo u r basem ent 
and  let him  or h er sing one verse, say, of "R ock  
of Ages.” T hen  let the  choir answ er w ith  the  
second verse. T hen outside th rough  a w indow , 
let a q u a rte t sing the  th ird  verse. T he p lan  and 
the  song can be varied . A ju n io r  choir can tit 
in to  th is nicely.

A no ther p lan  th a t can be w orked  is to  have a 
soloist o r a q u a r te t sing some old hym n along 
the line of the  message, and  while they  do so, 
have the  congregation  hum  softly . H om er R ode- 
heaver visited our P ittsb u rg h  D istric t Assembly 
last m on th , an d  sans fo r us. One th in g  struck  
me forcibly. H e sang some old S ou thern  m elody, 
and  h ad  the  congregation  hum  during  the  time. 
One can tu rn  out all the lights of the church , and  
w ith  one light tra in ed  on the singer, let him  sing 
some old solem n song as, “Jesus Shall R eign.” 
T his creates a solemn a tm osphere, w here the 
m inds of the  people are co n cen tra ted  upon the 
th o u g h t of the  song.

P ra y e r hym ns are effective. A t the close of 
the p ray er, a soloist ran  sing som e such song as 
"I N eed T hee." T hen at the  last verse let the 
congregation  jo in  in softly  on the chorus. Or 
have the en tire congregation sing on their knees 
th a t  p ray e r-h y m n — for such it is— “W ash M e and 
I Shall Be W hiter T han  Snow1.” R epeat the 
chorus softly . D uring  our M o th e r’s day  service, 
a t the close of the  p rayer, w hile everyone re 
m ained in the  a lti tu d e  of w orship, the soloist 
sang, “ Tell M o th e r I 'll Be T h ere .” T he effect was 
g ripping. N eedless to  say we h ad  no troub le  in 
catching th e  a tte n tio n  of the  people fo r the  se r
m on. T h e  p roper a tm osphere had  been created.

( 2 9 )

I t  is ofttim es a good thing to have the choir 
sing a verse of some song, and  then tell the  story  
of the com position of th is hym n. M y  little  book 
on Stories o f Sacred Songs, though small in size, 
can w ork in well w ith  such a song service. H ave 
you ever tried  to have the congregation  sing the 
bened iction? Or have you asked the  p ianist, or 
where we have one, the  organist, play some such 
old hym n as “ Sweet H o u r of P ra y e r” very  softly  
while the  benediction w as being pronounced? 
This w orks well, and  leaves the im pression of the 
song on the audience. Personally , I like to  read 
my scrip tu re lesson while the  piano or organ is 
being p layed. I t  subdues the sp irit of the  m eet
ing, and  seems to  create a w orshipful atm osphere. 
If the church  is so arranged , different lighting 
effects can well be used w ith  the song service. 
Colored lights th ro w n  on the choir o r special 
singer, or q u a rte t, w ith  the lights of the bu ild 
ing out. create a good effect.

A C h u r c h  S lo g a n  for advertising  lite ra tu re  
is a g o o d  th ing  for th e  church, “T he F riendly 
C hurch ,” "T he R evival C hurch ,” “T he Old- 
fashioned C hurch ,” “The C hurch w ith the  C o r
dial W elcom e,” are ju st a few  of the m ore com 
m o n  ones. B ut a new th o u g h t came recently 
and  th a t w as w h y  n o t have som e type  of con
test in the  C hurch school, or the  Y . P. S. to  select 
the slogan for the church ? A gripping slogan 
has b ro u g h t to our a tten tio n  various w ares of the 
m anufacture rs . “N ot a Cough in a C ar L oad." 
brings the story  of a cigarette to us. “T h ere’s 
a R eason” is the  sto ry  of G rapenuts, an d  on 
th rough  the list. S o  w hy no t d rive the  sto ry  of 
your church hom e to the m inds of the com m unity 
by m eans o f  some m eaningful slogan?

G e o g r a p h ic a l  D iv is io n s  in yo u r church m ay 
facilita te the w ork  of o rganization  fo r service, 
publicity , p rayerm eetings, or such like. The 
scheme is easily w orked. W hether the church 
is large 01 small makes no difference. Select the 
num ber of people you w ant in a group, and  w ith 
a m ap of the section w here y ou r people live, 
divide the church accordingly. In  each geograph
ical division it is well to have a cap tain  or chair
m an of the  group, w ho is conversan t w ith  all 
those living in his o r her group. This captain  
can have oversight of v isita tion , or o th er type of 
pas to ra l activ ity , such as reporting  cases of sick
ness or the  absentees to the p as to r and  his assist
ants. P rayerm eetings in the different groups can
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be w orked ou t during  special revival cam paigns, 
or th e  sam e divisions can be used for co ttage 
m eetings. All church publicity  can be handled  
in  these groups to  a good advan tage  th ro u g h  the 
chairm an . T h is is one of the easiest m ethods by 
which the  sick can be looked afte r, o r new  peo
ple checked up on, or new prospects found . The 
key person of course in each division is the  chair
m an  or cap tain . T he succesful church of tod ay  
is the  sp iritual, w ork ing  church . S p iritu a lity  and  
w ork go h an d  in hand . Such an organ ization  
m akes it easy fo r the p as to r to  deputize o thers to 
assist him  in looking a fte r  the  people of his p a r 
ish. T he wise p as to r w ould ra th e r  p u t ten  peo
ple to  w ork  in ten  geographical divisions th an  to 
do the w ork  of ten people him self th ro u g h o u t the 
church.

G r e a t  D a y s  i n  t h f . C h u r c h  S c h o o l s  can be 
rem em bered m uch to  the  advan tage  of the  church 
and  school. E very  “g reat d ay ” of the y ear offers 
an  o p p o rtu n ity  fo r a “ ra lly ” in the  church  school, 
w ith  a  special program  p rep ared  by  the  children. 
In  such a p lan  there come C hristm as, E aster, 
D ecoration  day, C hild ren’s day, Independence 
day, A rm istice day, T hanksg iv ing  day . T he 
wise Sunday  school superin tenden t an d  pasto r 
does n o t allow a single one of these days to  slip 
by w ith o u t special a tten tio n , an d  a  su ited  p ro 
gram , w ith  an  effort to  rally  the forces of the  
C hurch school.

H E R E  A N D  T H E R E  R E M A R K S

J ames M offat’s N ew  T estam ent  w hich w as 
on sale a t  the bookstand  of one of our recent 
gatherings brings to m ind  the a u th o r  of this 
transla tion . D r. Jam es M offat fo r som e tw en ty  
years o r m ore was P rofessor of C hurch  H isto ry  
in the E d inburgh  U niversity  of S cotland. H e has 
b u t recently  come to  this co u n try  an d  a t  presen t 
is professor of the sam e sub ject in the  U nion 
Theological Sem inary in N ew  Y o rk  C ity . D r. 
M offa tt is a scho lar beyond  question , b u t there 
are serious dfefects in his tran sla tio n  of the  Bible. 
T he first one is th a t  he used as the  basic G reek 
tex t fo r th e  N ew  T estam en t th a t  of a G erm an 
scholar, V on Soden, w ho has allow ed to  creep 
in to  his G reek T estam en t elem ents w hich are 
an ti-supernatu ra lis tic . In  one passage he uses 
the  G reek tex t w hich m akes Jesus the  son of 
Joseph . T h is alone is enough to  condem n his 
edition, as w ell as D r. M o ffa tt’s transla tion . 
T hough  such erro rs have found th e ir  w ay  in to  
this transla tion , still it is a notab le  w ork , and

ran k s by far as the  best of all the m odern  -transla
tions.

T h e  A o r is t  T e n s e  a n d  t h e  D o c t r in e  o f  

S a n c t if ic a t io n  have been connected  to g e th er in 
our various doc trin a l sta tem en ts  fo r our belief 
in the instan taneousness of th is experience. T he 
though t has been th a t  the  ao ris t tense in the  
G reek has alw ays refe rred  to  any  ac t occurring 
in the  p as t in stan taneously , an d  th a t  th is  tense is 
used to indicate acts w hich have  tak en  place “ all 
a t  once.” T he aorist tense a t  p resen t is know n 
to be of th ree  d istinct classes, while its very  
early  m eaning in the  rise of the  G reek language 
was th a t  of p o in t action , o r any  ac tion  w hich  
to o k  place “ a t a p o in t” o r a t  the  sam e -time. 
T hese th ree  classes a re : (1) the  consta tive  aorist, 
w hich refers to  ac tion  tak ing  place all a t  once; 
(2) the  ingressive aorist, and  (3) the effective 
aorist. T here  are tw o  types of verb  stem s in the  
G reek, those denoting  linear o r d u ra tiv e  action , 
an d  those hav ing  to do  w ith  p o in t or p u nctila r 
action . T he aorist is of the  second class. A nd 
in the ao ris t there  are these th ree  classes.

T he constative aorist refers to  sim ple po in t 
action , o r action  tak ing  place, o r being th o u g h t of 
as tak ing  place in a po in t, or a t  once. O rig in
ally the  aorist refe rred  only to  p u n c tila r ac tion  
a n d  w as fo rm ed  only on verbs referring  to  pu n c
tila r  action , b u t as R o b e rtso n  rem arks, i t  w as 
g radually  m ade on verbs w hich denoted  d u ra tiv e  
action . So the  constative ao ris t tre a ts  th e  ac t as 
a  single w hole irrespective of the  p a r ts  o r tim e 
involved. In  Jn o . 2:20 -the consta tive  ao ris t is 
used and  th e  fo rty -six  years is here tre a te d  as a  
po in t. A no ther exam ple of the  consta tive  aorist 
referring  to a period  of tim e as a p o in t is found  
in R ev. 20:4. H ere  the  th o u sa n d  years is re 
garded as a po in t. I t  is well to  no te  th a t  in th is 
case the  ao ris t is used.

T he ingressive ao ris t refers to  p o in t action , b u t 
the  em phasis is upon  the  beginning of the  process, 
while the  effective ao rist em phasis th e  effect of 
the  action , o r the  p o in t action .

Since th is is the  case in the  use of the  aorist 
we canno t argue th a t  th e  ao rist tense, w here em 
ployed in reference to  sanctification , m eans a 
po in t, punctila r, o r in stan tan eo u s ac t. F o r  it 
m ay refer as well to  a process, o r  a period  of 
tim e, as in case of the  fo rty -six  o r the  tho u san d  
years period.

T hen  som eone w ho has based his belief and 
theo ry  of sanctification  as an in stan taneous ac t
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upon the  use of the aorist, asks does no t the 
G reek te a :h  sanctification  as a definite w o rk ?  
In  answ er, it  does. T he ao ris t tense denotes 
po in t ac tion , com pleted  ac tion , ac tion  as tak ing  
place an d  finished. H ere is the  em phasis—  
sanctification  is ac tion  com pleted, tho rough , done 
once fo r all. Besides our a rg u m en t fo r sanctifi
cation  from  the  G reek does n o t have  to  be based 
entirely  upon  th e  aorist. T he m eaning of the 
verbs fo r holiness an d  sanctification  an d  p u rity  
is such th a t  none can  d o u b t th e  tru th fu ln ess  of 
the  doctrine.

I n  case one m ay  d o u b t m y au th o rity  in the 
m a tte r  of the  ao rist, he can  easily verify  m y 
s ta tem en ts by  tu rn in g  to  th e  follow ing, D avis, 
B eginner’s G reek G ram m ar, p. 122, R obertson , A 
G ram m ar o f the G reek N e w  T estam ent, pp. 
830-35.
N E W  Y O R K  C I T Y

F A C T S  A N D  F IG U R E S
T he Suprem e C o u rt of N ew  Y o rk  has recently  

declared th a t  the  read ing  of th e  Bible an d  the 
singing of sacred hym ns based on the  teachings of 
the  B ible do n o t constitu te  an  a tta c k  upo n  re 
ligious freedom  as claim ed by the  free thinkers.

36.500,000 Bibles an d  T estam en ts w ere sold 
du ring  1929 in the  w orld , 14,000,000 of th is n u m 
ber being sold in th e  U n ited  S tates.

F o rty  per cent of the stu d en ts  of Chicago U n i
versity  nam ed the  Bible as the ir first choice of

books, w hile th irty - th re e  per cent nam ed S hake
speare 's w orks as second.

In  eight years som e 10,000,000 hom es have been 
equipped w ith  radios. T here  are a ro u n d  seven 
h u n d red  broadcasting  sta tio n s in A m erica. I t  is 
estim ated  th a t there  are m ore th an  25,000,000 
listeners.

In  1896 there  were p roduced in the  U nited  
S ta tes approx im ately  500 m oto r cars. R eg istra
tion  increased last y ear to 17,677,000 m otor 
vehicles.

A ccording to  the  sta tistics of church  m em ber
ship recently  published by  the In s titu te  of Social 
and  Religious R esearch, abou t one-th ird  of the  
church m em bers, om itting  children under th irteen , 
are C a tholics; one-th ird  M ethodists and  B aptists, 
an d  one-th ird  are represented  in th e  various o ther 
denom inations.

One m illion were h u r t an d  th irty -o n e  thousand  
killed last year in autom obile  accidents. 190,850 
deaths in ten  years are a ttr ib u ta b le  to  au to m o 
biles. T he econom ic loss is estim ated  a t
$850,000,000.

A ccording to recent sta tis tics the  people of the  
U n ited  S tates spend yearly  for opera tion  of au to 
m obiles abo u t $3,500,000,000; fo r tobacco over 
$2,000,000,000; fo r candy over $1,000 000,000; 
fo r soft d rin k s over $750,000,000; and  gave to 
the  C hurch $469,000,000.

SNAPPY SENTENCES FOR CHURCH BULLETIN BOARDS
H e re  a re  501 d if fe re n t little  m essages, w h ich  

th e  a le r t  p a s to r  c a n  use in  d r iv in g  h o m e  a  m e s 
sa g e  to  th o se  p ass in g  th e  ch u rch . T h e y  a re  s e n 
te n c e s  fu ll o f sn a p  a n d  p ith , y e t so  s im p le  th a t  
th e  a v e ra g e  r e a d e r  ca n  qu ick ly  g e t th e  tru th  th e y  
co n v ey .

Y o u r  C h u rc h  B u lle tin  B o a rd  ca n  b e  th e  m e an s  
o f re a c h in g  th o u sa n d s  of p e o p le  th ro u g h  th e  use 
o f th e se  “S n a p p y  S e n te n c e s .”  A n  in d e x  m a k es  
access ib le  in s ta n tly  se n te n c e s  fo r  sp ec ia l d ay s  
a n d  su b jec ts .

Price 35c, postpaid
N A Z A R E N E  P U B L IS H IN G  H O U S E  

2923 T ro o s t A ve., K an sas C ity, M o.

.31
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Special Offer On
HANDFULS ON PURPOSE
T h e  te n th  v o lu m e  h a s  b e e n  a d d e d  re c e n tly  m a k in g  th e  se t 
co m p le te . In th is  la s t v o lu m e  is a c o m p le te  in d e x  c o v e r in g  th e  
en tire  w ork .

S e rm o n  ou tlin es , B ib le  re a d in g s , illu s tra tio n s , se ed  
th o u g h ts ; a n  a lm o s t in e x h a u s tib le  fu n d  of m a te r ia l fo r  p r e a c h 
ers a n d  C h ris tia n  w o rk e rs . T h is  se t of b o o k s  is b e in g  u se d  a n d  
r e c o m m e n d e d  b y  sco res  o f o u r b e s t p re a c h e rs .

T e n  v o lu m e s  a p p ro x im a tin g  2 7 5  p a g e s  each .

W e  h a v e  b e e n  a b le  to  p u rc h a se  25 se ts  a t  a  v e ry  sp ec ia l 
p r ice  a n d  a re  p ass in g  th e  sa v in g  o n  to  you .

T h e  p u b lis h e r 's  p r ic e  on th e  te n  v o lu m e s  is $1 6 .5 0

Our special offer for limited time only 
$12.75 a set, delivery extra

“ 1 am  bo o stin g  fo r th is  se t to  th e  p a s to rs  th a t  1 w o rk  w ith  a n d  a 
a n u m b er a re  go ing  to  o rd e r th e  se t. I t  is th e  b e s t th in g  o u t fo r  th e  
busy  p a s to r.”—E v an g e lis t H a rv ey  O. C h rysler.

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE 
2923 Troost Ave., Kansas City, Mo.


