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ABSTRACT

This study is a study of the English reading comprehension of the selected pastors
of Metro Manila District (MMD) Church of the Nazarene and their preaching tasks.
There are 33 respondents in the study who are the pastors of MMD Church of the
Nazarene. The English reading comprehension skill of the pastors was assessed to
determine the deviant cases for the process of Analytic induction. Analytic Induction is
the methodology of the study to solve the statement of the problem: What can be learned
about the English reading comprehension of the selected pastors of Metro Manila District
Church of the Nazarene and their preaching tasks.

This research was a combination of quantitative and descriptive approaches.
Quantitative approach was used to assess the level of the pastors English reading
comprehension and qualitative approach was used to assess the sermon preparation of the
pastors.

In terms of two hypotheses of the study, both hypotheses were reformulated. The
first hypothesis states that, “Poor English reading comprehension skills will result in
poorer practice of two skills that are a part of the preaching task, namely biblical
exegesis, and sermon preparation in the sample group.” was revised to “Poor English
reading comprehension skills will result in poorer practice of two skills that are a part of
the preaching task, namely biblical exegesis, and sermon preparation in the sample group,
unless the pastor will spend more time in the sermon preparation and biblical exegesis.”
The basis of the reformulation was because there was another factor that strongly

influence sermon preparation of the pastors between the score of their English reading
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comprehension test to the score of the pastors’ sermon manuscript in connection with
how they handle their sermon preparation.

The second hypothesis of this study which says, “Better English reading
comprehension skills will result in better practice of the same two preaching skills in the
sample group.” was reformulated to “Better English reading comprehension skills will
result in better practice of the same two preaching skills in the sample group, but a lesser
number of hours spent by the pastors in sermon preparation and biblical exegesis will
result in poorer sermons.” It was reformulated through the analysis of the analytic
induction process that excluded the deviant case “respondent 102 who got high a score
in reading comprehension test but has the lowest score in sermon preparation. The factor
that the data presented is the time that the respondent spent in sermon preparation.

The following recommendations are identified both for Metro Manila District
Church of the Nazarene and for further studies. For reading comprehension, the district
should conduct training about English language and the sub-skill needed to improve their
comprehension skill, and also encourage their pastors to read books for learning and
enhancing. For preaching, the district should have trainings on sermon delivery and
communication and technology as an aid for communication and presentation. The
district also need to strengthen the pastors’ expertise on biblical exegesis and
interpretation of the biblical text. For future studies, the researcher need to consider the
place where the administration of the questionnaires will be held and removed some of
the questions in the survey and interview questionnaires that do not answer the problem

statement of the study. For the producers of books and references in second language
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context, the pastors need commentaries, materials, references, and books with L2 context

and also Tagalog books for the pastors to use in their sermon preparation.



DEDICATION

[ dedicate this thesis to Metro Manila District Church of the Nazarene, all the
churches and pastors of the district, and to those who wanted to conduct trainings for the

pastors of Metro Manila District Church of the Nazarene.

“For we know that in all things, God works together for the good of those who

love him, who have been called according to his purposes.” (Romans 8:28, NIV)



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The God who called me has been faithful and will always be no matter what. |
praised Him for his perfect timing. Indeed. he makes all things beautiful in his time. am
in awe for I have witnessed how truc and astonishing he is in my life not just tor the
completion of my course of study but for answering a part of me during my life in
APNTS. I am in full expectant of his unfolding as I enter the next part of my life. How
beautiful it is to wait upon the Lord, having the full assurance of a future that was

completely planned in his hands.

[ thank my family who supported and loved me unconditionally though 1 bring
nothing in the family for three years. 1 thank my sisters who helped me financially and
spiritually. I thank my dear friends Yanii and Yifan for lifting my drive and spirit while
assisting me at the same time. I thank my cell-group, my church, my close friends, my
professors, and koinonia group who prayed for the success of my battles. I thank APNTS

community especially the library and the English Department for every support and favor

given to me.

 thank Dr. Clark, my adviser but also my father in faith for all the uplifting and
fighting spirit he has given me. He never fails to appreciate my efforts and encourage me
to carry on despite my disappointments. Aside from being a father, he became my final
curriculum and I aspire to be one someday. He had my back, not just in this thesis but in
every aspect of my life. I will be forever grateful on how he touched my heart as a

daughter, a student, a writer, and a teacher. Thank you so much Dr. Clark and Ma’am

Connie, please be safe always.

viii



I also thank my panel: Dr. Dick Eugenio, Dr. Lynn Shmidt, Prof. Nancy
Culbertson, and Dr. Beverly Gruver along with Dr. Carol Bestre for their expertise,
encouragements, prayers, suggestions. and advice that made my thesis wonderful and
interesting. They are superb and excellent. [ was amazed how they criticized my writing
that made me realized how best and great APNTS is.

Above all, I thank God for the wisdom he has fully bestowed upon me. Without
his working, I will never be able to accomplish this piece. He is at work especially in my
weaknesses. His spirit energized me to keep me going and fighting. All the glory belongs

to God and I honor him with this thesis as my thanksgiving for everything that he has

done and will be doing in my life and his ministry through me.

ix



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page
TITLE PAGE ..o i
SIGNATURE . 1
ABSTARCT ..ot i
COPYRIGHT STATEMENT ... e vi
19) 21 5) (67N 5 (6 ) PSR vii
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ...t e e e, viii
TABLE OF CONTENT S .. e e e, X
LIST OF FIGURES ... oot e XV
LIST OF TABLES ..ottt e e e e e e e ae e Xvii
CHAPTER I: THE PROBLEM AND ITS BACKGROUND
Background of the Study ........ccooiiiiiiii e 1
Reading Comprehension in the Philippine Context..............cooeeeveicrneneennnn. 4
The Context of Metro Manila District Church of the Nazarene........cccoeveen 5
Theoretical Framework ...... ..o e eenaeaenenns 8
Conceptual FrameWork ........c.ooooviiiiiiiiiiiii e 10
Statement 0Ff the PrODIEIM . ..viiiriiiii i e erree e e, 11
Significance of the Study...... ...ooooiii 12
g 0111 TS T SR TETRIRS 12
ASSUMPLIONS ..\ \uinenreeninetere ettt e eaean e saseens e st eeiene 13
Definition Of TEIMS . ..vveutiiiit it rer e e ettt 13
Scope and Delimitations of the Study.................coociiiiiiiiin 14



CHAPTER II: REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE AND STUDIES

Comparison and Contrast of I.1 and 1.2 Leaners

Theoretical Framework..............o.

Reading Comprehension Definitions........................o.o .

Language Comprehension
Background Knowledge

Linguistic Knowledge

Phonology ...
Semantics.............o

SYNtaX...... oo,
Decoding.....o.oovinuiniiii
Cipher Knowledge................. s,
Lexical Knowledge.................. s,

Letter Knowledge......................o.ciceiiis

Phoneme Awareness....................cccccceeveennennn

Knowledge of the Alphabetic Principle.. ..........

Concepts about Print............... ..cccoeeveeenennn.

Definition 0f Preaching ........oooveviiiiiiii e
Biblical Exegesis and Sermon Presentation............coceeeeeeenns

Preaching Task and Reading Comprehension..............
CHAPTER III: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY AND PROCEDURES

Method of the Study ..........cocoeeiiiiii i,

SOUICES OF Data ..ottt e et eeerere st aaees

xi

.............................

.............................................

.......................................

...........................................

ceenn32

........ 19

....... 21

....... 27

....... 28

cel3l



Data-Gathering Instruments ... 67
Treatment 0f Data ... 69

CHAPTER IV: PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS, AND INTERPRETATION OF DATA

Demographic Characteristic of the Respondents.......ccoooiiiiiiiniinnn 74
Gender. ..., 74
Marital Status. ... 76
Number of Years Preaching....................ocoii 77
Education Attainment.................... 78

English Reading Comprchension Level................eccce, 79
Decoding Level..... 81
Language Comprehension Level.....................cocociieiiiinininnn. 82

Selection of Preaching Task Respondents...................cccooveevvecverersensnnnnennn 85

Survey QUESHONNAIIE. ... ...ouiriiiitiiit it eeeeveseere s esne s e O

Time When the Respondents Started Preaching.............c.cooeeevennn 88
Frequency of Preaching............o.oo i iieeninieneenns 89
Struggles or Areas of Difficulty of the Preachers..........ccoveeveeeaeenn 90
Sources of Learning of the Preachers................ccccoiiiiviiviineennnn 92
Contributors of Effective and Powerful Biblical Preaching.............. 94

Pastors’ Considered Qualities of Reasons of the Best Biblical

| 07 16) 11 SO PP PPPPPPPPP 96

Rate of the Respondents as Biblical Preacher..........cccoovvveieeennen. 97

Number of Books the Respondents Read Per Year............o.ooeeueins 98
Interview QUESHONMAITE. ... ovnveniniitiiit ittt iiereenee et e ettt 100

Personal Sermon Assessment of the Respondents Interpretation and

Explanation of the Bible Text............cccoevvevneimmnnnn, 101

Xii



List of Ways on How the Pastors Prepare for Their Sermon............102

How the Pastors Define an Effective Sermon............................ 102
The Pastors’ Procedure in Doing Exegesis............................... 103
Notes and DiSCUSSION. .........ocoiiiii i 105
Bible Software, Commentaries, References, and Books............... 106

Number of Hours Spent by the Pastor for Sermon Preparation.........107

Challenges of the Pastors in Preparing a Sermon........................ 108
Areas in Preaching Ministry that the Pastors Need Training........... 109
Findings from the Sermon Manuscripts of the Respondents............ 111
Sermon Manuscript Score of the Respondents..............ccoocoeivini. 111
CHAPTER V: SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS
SUIMIMIATY . ..o et etie et et ettt e ettt et e et et eaaeeneeaean e e eneans 116
Findings of Analytic Induction..........................cccoiieiiiiiiinnnn. 119
Conclusions of Analytic Induction............................oiiiiiiiieeiiiaann 123
ReECOMMIENAAtIONS. ..ottt et e ereeeas s 125
Recommendations MMD Church of the Nazarene .......c.ccceeeveeeeeen 125
Recommendations MMD Church of the Nazarene Pastors.............. 127
Recommendations for Further Studies................cccoieveieieieienennn 127
APPENDICES

Appendix A: Letter to the District Superintendent of the Church of the Nazarene....129

Appendix B: English Reading Comprehension Tests — Decoding............ceeeeeeeee. 130

Appendix C: English Reading Comprehension Tests — Word Reading................ 138

Appendix D: English Reading Comprehension Tests — Background Knowledge....139

Appendix E: English Reading Comprehension Tests — Inference....................... 141

xiii



Appendix F: Biblical Exegesis Questionnaire.............c.cooooviiiii . 150

Appendix G:

Interview Protocol.. ... ..o 153
Appendix H: Interview QUestioNNaire..............coieviiieiimmiiiien e 154
Appendix I:  Sermon Manuscript Evaluation Form............ooooveiiiiiii 155
BIBLIOGRAPHY ...t r e 156
CURRICULUM VITAE. ..ttt e e saessass s e e n e 163

Xiv



LIST OF FIGURES

Figure 1: The Cognitive Foundations of Learning to Read: A Framework............... 9
Figure 2: Conceptual Framework e e 1O
Figure 3: Gender of the English Reading Comprehension Tests Respondents........... 74

Figure 4: Marital Status of the English Reading Comprehension Tests Respondents...76

Figure 5: Years of Preaching of the Respondents...........ccceveeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnn.. 77
Figure 6: Educational Attainment by the Respondents........coovvviirieiiins vieeinnn, 78
Figure 7: Decoding Level of the Respondents.....................cccooiieeieeiiice 81
Figure 8: Language Comprehension Level of the Respondents..........ccoeeeeeiennan, 82
Figure 9: English Reading Comprehension Level of the Respondents........c..coveeee. 83
Figure 10: Time When the Respondents Started Preaching............ccoeveneniinninnn 89
Figure 11: Frequency of Preaching.........................._ ... 920
Figure 12: Struggles or Areas of Difficulty of the Respondents in Preaching............ 91
Figure 13: Sources of Learning of the Respondents. ... ... ... ooiiiveeeeeeiieeeenenn, 93
Figure 14: Contributors of a Powerful Biblical Preaching of the Respondents........... 95
Figure 15: Personal Assessment of the Pastors as a Biblical Preacher.......-cvvverennen. 97

Figure 16: Pastors’ Perceived Assessment of the Members or Leaders of Them as a

Biblical Preacher..... ..o 98
Figure 17: Number of Books Read by the Respondents per Year........c..coeevenninin. 99
Figure 18: Personal Assessment of the Pastors SErmnons. .......ceceveereeenerneeneeneensnn 101
Figure 19: Notes and DiSCUSSIONS. .....................ceeeeeieeeennneeeeerneseeineeerannnnn, 105

XV



Figure 20: Number of Hours Spent by the Pastors for Sermon Preparation.............. 107

Figure 21: Areas in Preaching Ministry that the Pastors Need Training and

EQUIppIng. ..ot 110
Figure 22: Sermon Manuscript Score of the Respondents...............coooi, 112
Figure 23: The Process of Analytic Induction..............ccoveveeeiiiiiiiiieiinieinninn 117

Xvi



LIST OF TABLES

Table 1: English Reading Comprehension Scores of the Respondents..................... 86
Table 2: Categories of the Time When the Respondents Started Preaching............... 88
Table 3: Categories of the Struggles or Areas of Difficulty of the Respondents in
Preaching..........ooo e 91
Table 4: Categories of the Sources of Learning of the Respondents..........c...ccc.onee 92

Table 5: Categories of the Contributors of a Powerful Biblical Preaching of the

Respondents ... 94
Table 6: List of Biblical Preachers. ... . ... o ieereeeneaenaens 96
Table 7: Weekly Sermon Preparation of the Pastors... ... ........cooeeeeeeeerenressacaonen 102
Table 8: Definition of an Effective Sermon According to the Respondents.............. 103
Table 9: Procedure in Doing EXeZESiS. .........uuieni o ieeeeiieeeeeeeeraeans 104
Table 10: Notes and DiSCUSSIONS.........o.oeiiuiiii it eeiiiereeenreneanenn, 105
Table 11: Bible Software, Commentaries, Books, References..........c.oeevesseresssen 106
Table 12: Challenges of the Pastors in Preparing a Sermon. .............occecceeeereesenn 108

Table 13: Categories of the Areas in Preaching Ministry that the Pastors Need Training

and EQUIPPING. ...cuviniiiiiiiii e eeeae e eene e 109
Table 13: Sermon Manuscript Score of the Respondents..........cccooresereenseirnenan 112
Table 14: Sermon Manuscript Score Table....................ccccocviiiieiiininiin 114
Table 15: Level of Educational Attainment of the Nine Pastors.......cooeeeeveeennininnni. 124

Xvil



