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Jesus of Nazareth is the personality to 
appear in the arena of human activity and play His part 
OD the stage of life. No man equals in depth of 
chara'ctert breadth of soul, width of interest. or height of 
influence. He is the most outst individual who has 
ever trodden the dusty high of or up 
the steep, jagged hillsides of earth. 

Jesus is the Great Central of all thlle. He splits 
history into two pal~ts B.C • . (before Christ) A.D. (in 
the year of our Lord). 

It staggers the hnagination to realize that a child could 
be born in a bIe home; that home to be situated in 
an obscure little et; that hamlet to be located in a 
very insignifi~ntl small country and yet, out from that 
hUluble hornet obscure village, and small should 
come One the bnpBct of whose personality 
sho the whole c se of history .. revolutionize 
philosophy, overthrow governments, revita1ize religion, 

• 

traDsfol'ln meD& 

He was born in a conquered province of the Ramal. 
Etnpire held by the iron fist of military power end sub­
ject to the yoke of a slave yet Jesus b the gI'eat 
~ I making freedom possible for every man 

and WOlnan of ~s race. 

'His mother 'was a WOlnan of lowliest station. living in 
the most despised city, Nazareth, from which no good 
had ever come. But He the fOllntainhead of all 
goodness. 

He was born in a borrowed manger in the little town 
of Beth1eheul. His father was a h1Jmble carpenter; 
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yet he instilled in his·Son the creative genius of building 
not a material h J but of constructing a new mansion 
of hUlnan s called the kingdolll of HeaveJ1. 

Jesus lived -but a brief thirty-three He was 
born a Jew despised) lowly, ignoble. His emperor was 
Caesar, who ruled a great earthly ; but little 
did know that One would arise and found a King­
dotIL greater· territory, wider in scopet and richer in 

• which would endure Whetl the stateliest 'ifiOnU­

ments and costliest palaces of Rome should be cl'tllnbled 
in the dlISt of oblivion. 

Alexander the GreatJ 'who lived three a half 
centuries Jesus, conquered the world created 
a colossal He a11d Jesus had some thil'lgs in 
conunon. Both began their care very young, and both 
ended the In at the untimely age of thh·ty-three. 

be 9 .. J . 
~ rn lD a mansIon . esus m. a manger . 

Alexander was the son of a king Jesus, the Son 
of a ter. 

Both founded a kingdom one on power, the other 
on Jove. Alexander's was great but is now dissolved; that 
of Jesus was small but is now co 1. 

Alexander lived and died for hilnseIfj Jesus lived 
died for 

died a k on a throne; Jesus 
died a King on a cross. Alexander's life seemed 
like a great success; Jesus' life appeared ~ a dismal 
fail Alexander shed the blood of 111illions for his 
own gain; Jesus shed His own blood for the salvation of 
nliruons" 

• 

sought his 0 1ife to lose it all in death; 
Jesus gave His life to fuld it again after death. 
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Alexander died in Babylon in splendor; Jesus died on 
Calvary in marne. 

Alexander conquered every throne; Jesus conquered 
every grave. 

Alexander made himself God and died as a maIlj Jesus 
made hhnself man but died like a God. 

Alexander enslaved all men; J 08118 made all men 
free. 

• 

Alexander built his throne on blood and power; Jesus 
shed His blood to build Ius powerful kingdom on love. 

Alexander won all there on earth, but lost 
heavenj Jesus lost all He had on earth, but won heaven 
for aD. 

Alexander forever died. Jesns forever lives. 

Alexander lived like a IniUionaire but He died like 
a pauper; J" A lived like a pauper but, by dying, ac­
quired wealth for millions. 

Alexander made history; Jesus d it. 
These two men two ways of life. Every 

person is in one or the other. With Alexander are 
Napoleon, Hitler, Mussolini, and all others who have as 
their motto, "Get aU you C4n...'J With Jesus are St. Paul, 
John Wesley, William Wilberforce, Abraham I..jncoln) 
and others whose motto is nGi1Je all you ca.n." Gi:Ue"rS 

Gette1"8 represent the two philosophies of life .. 

The Getters are the ugoldt! seekers; the Givers 
the "God" seekers. Jesus SlllnYtled up ·the Dumber one 
principle of character engineering when He said, "He that 

eth his life shall lose it; but he that loseth his life 
for my sake shall find it." 
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Seek selfishly for your OWl' pleasure, Bnd goods, 
you grow smaller and poorer .. But give Y011rself to 

s bigger _ yourself beyond U, 
you find yourself and grow bigger richer. 

r is a dinl, forgotten man. He acquired aU 
things but lost his soul. Jesus lost all things but founded 

eternal R
O 

ingdoIl4 0 

o 

The person of J@sus stands arnong !lIen as unequaled 
And He is superior, supreme, tops ;unique. 

His perso71a.lity is unique. He is like no other lnan. 
He is the ant : Bees R He is God He 
can reach up with Olle hand and grasp hold of o( iod and 

dow~ \vi.th the other d and grasp hold of poor, 
lost yt~an and thus make a bridge of reconciliation bring-
ing God sud togetheJ'. 

Jesus is unique among founders of ,.eligions. Suppose 
you had the power to su founder of each major 

fr0111 the religion his nrone.. Withdraw 
Confucil1S, Buddha, and Mohrollraed from 0 , 

Buddhism, and R you have not 
changed these religions one iota. But when you subtract 
Christ from (!bl·istianity you have nothing left.. what 
He is,. Ch dstiani:ty is; and what is, He is .. 
Such is true of no other religion. -

The "'·ection. points to the un 
The founders of re lie dead in their graves~ 
but the Founder of Christianity transcended all others 

caUie out of His Today He is 
ll~n& . 

character of Jes'.lS is unique. I ight you 
YOIJr opinion of President atl~ Winston Churchill, or 
any other IIlAu, and your answer might reveal your 
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.. ent but n YOlzr . But when I ask, 
, think ye of Chl'ist?~) your respor)se indicates the 
kind of char you are.. ? Beca Jesus is the 
£oun.tainhead of righteousness, goodness. and tizUth. So s • 
when I ask. "What is your opinion of Christ?U I rea 
saving, "What is your opinion of rightt goodness, ahd 
truth.?U en anyone reveals this he reveals hitnse1f" 

The life of Jesus is u'1l.ique. It is tri~to say, "He is 
Ideal of Ideals." He is but what does it mean.? 

• 

As an exercise, select the greatest men 
history. By each nanle put the outstandin.g ~haracteristic 
which made him great twelve men and twelve charac­
ter traits. If you could wrap up these twelve outstanding 
attributes which luade these twelve mell great h1tO one 
great personality, who would possess them all? Jes 
would be all of that and even rnore. 

Every m jn history every person you know, no 
matter how strong he may be, has a poiht of 
you could improve him. But here is a strik"-ing. llnique 
fact: I challenge you to add one· thing to Jesus 
to make better. You C811't make Him more just~ 

righteous t or more honest. Jesus· stands ()l1 the 
horizon of hunlan experience the only that 
not be jUlproved. He is the Ideal of Ideals . 

• 

J' 'W(I$ also unique in His b·· is 
created ill the jrnage of God rationa II morally, and 
spiritually, possessing j tI nate categories of the rllind and 
DorIUS of the soul. Because of sin and time, Godts iU1age 
has been well-nigh effaced rtainly defaced. But there . 
are definite dices of our pristine In Ot,r 
innermost constituent natures are nOrJll!) of goodness, 
j1.1sticeJ ,uty, honesty, and truth. If I could 
pull out of my inn.er beinS my ideal of goodness. my 
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nonn of justice. my ideal of mercy- yesJ all my ideals­
and tie them up into one great synthetic personality whQ 
would possess them all· Jesus would equal Slld exceJ 
all of this~ He is the perSQ . cation of every internal 
ideal of myself. He is the objectification of every sub-
jec.tive of lny soul. 

~ is also unique in. that He has made availttble 
power to e1Ulble evef"y ma.,.1, to be ~ victor and !tot a vic­
tim. He not only proclaims an ideal philosophy em­
bo . lofty principlest but He gives daily power to 
enable one to live the (;hristlike life. 

Je is unique - He is the miracle Personality. 
He was not a general, yet He became the Conqueror 

of the world not through the brutality of Iniiltary force, 
but by the breadth of His mighty love. 

He traveled little. co . g His activity to Palestine, -
a country forty-five miles wide by one hundred luiles 
long. He had no 1110dern means of high-powered propa­

a4 There were no railroads, no steanlships, no air-
planes, no newspapers, nlagazines. or printing p no 
radios nor television screelJs. 

-

Jesus no inRuential name t no wealth nor 
position. He had nei training nor education except 
what He acquired at His mother's knee or m the hUIYl.ble 

He possessed no certificate, sheepskin) nor de­
gree. He lived and nloved among the conunon people. 

en He was born a 1l1anger was borrowed for Hhn, 
and when He died He was placed irl a borrowed tomb. 
The estate He left consisted of a single geslll1ess robe. 

He was not a doctor; yet He healed the sickJ opened 
blind eyes, unstopped-deaf ears~ cleansed leper, and 
raised the dead. 
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He was not a lawyer; yet He kne", the Law, inter .. 
preted it, and applied it to the relationships which should 
prevail am men. He hhrtself became the fountainhead 
of eSSJ and His principles are becOluing more 
and mOTe lodged in the hearts and consciences of men. 

He was not an author. He ·wrote no books, cOlnposed 
no poems, compiled no documents, edited nO papers, nor 
contributed to any periodicals. The only sentence He 
ever wrote was a single line in the sand, which disap­
peared the saIne day. No letter of it was preserved. He 
never used a fountain pen nor a typevn:iter. We have no 
line, word, or syllable from His hand. And yet more 
books have been written about lIiro and Iris words than 
any other man. 

He has affected the lives of more peuple all 
the authors of . alI the ages. The story of His life has 

into r than 1,100 guages, read 
by countless millions) and is the best-selling story every 
year. 

He was not an orator; yet no m~n spake as this mall. 
Iris discourses have become the theme of thousands of 
addresses. His words are shllple and clear. Very few 
adj eves are used, yet His sentences abound with beauty, 
meaning, and grace. 

Ius sayings are hamnlered into polished marble, 
into imperishable granite, WJ:ought into enduring 

bronze tablets, -~en in stained-g ~ windows of num­
berless churches, fashioned in rich mosaics upon temple 
waJ)St and set in arched dmnes of colossal cathedrals. 

IIis words are liter gems. He stands as the lU)-

equaled Seer of all literature .. Shakespeare, Milton t and 
Fanerson bow their heads in Iris presence, gnizing a 
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superior. J every forn1 of speech ef-
v parable and D1etaphor, allegory and epigrsul, 

silnile alld SYlllbol-without diluting the thought or over-
the th . 

• 

He w not a poet; yet He has inspired thousa1lds of 
poets to utter their sublinlest 

• 

He was not a lllusician ; yet He inspired Mozart .. Schu-
bert, Beethoven, lssohn, Haydn, Ha1ldel, alid count­
less others. But for Him the great Christian hymns would 

• l.ltlwritten. He· NO i~d son in UN , 
God, to Theeu; Toplady, in uRock of '; Watts, jn 

U I Survey the Wondrous Crossu ; Charles Wesley 1 

in UJesus, I.over of My Soul'~; and thousands of others. 
He was not an artist, nor a sculptor, nor a painter. 

He never handled a brush nor wielded a chisel He was 
a stranger to the palette canvas; yet He was the 
inspiration for Raphael, , and 
con nt]ess othe'lS. 

• 

He was not architect, contractor II nor builder. He 
was only a Galilean carpenter ·a lllaker of wooden plows 
And OX yokes; but He i-qspired the noblest, Illost Dlarvel-
OtIS architectllre kno to . He hinlself spe ·7ed 
in character aking ·men . hUIUBU master-
pieces. He took a Peter and made a S;!illt. He took a 
Saul Ulade a Paul. 

He was not as. He never held nor 
to official pOSition. He did not delve in politics; but He 
did found a Kingdom .. He did give a .*onstitution "the 

. on the Mount. .principles dethroned ecst'or. 
He was a and a revolutionary. He t evil, 

arid . His principles laid the founda-
tion for 
tegrity. 
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Jesus prixnarily as a SaviOtlr. Jobn the Baptist 
introduced Hinl when he cried out, uBehold the Lamb of 
God, which taketh away the sin of the world." He was a 
matchless Teacher. He was a proiOllnd Philosopher. He 
was the greatest of men.. He was the perfect Ideal But 
above and beyond all this He was the emer. He 
callle to usave his people from their sins." He to 
'·seek and to save that which was lost.n 

The most cant event in the history of man took 
place at the suuunit of a hill, by one lone Figure 
silhouetted a darkened sky as He hung 
two thieves 011 a hewn cross. SingJehandedly 
He was fighting the greatest battle of all ages. A blood­
thirsty mob had cried for ~ blood at Pilatets j 
hall. It echoed and v.dth the de . . 
"Let hilll be crucified. . . . 11 IUs blood be on USt and 
on our children." 

Pllate evaded responsibility. He feared the populace. 
He his but didn"t wash away his guUt~ 

They took Jesus placed a heavy cross on 
shoulders. put a cruel crown of thorns on His holy Grow, 
while blood oozed out of the pores dowil sacred 

e. At the point of spears they goaded Him up Gol ... 
gatha's brow .. Weak and worn, burdened tortured, 
He trudged painful1y to the SUII1IIlit6 There they laid 

upon a cross, drove heavy spikes through His 
and IIis feet, lifted it to a hole, and dropped it as He 
sagged. there in excruiating agony and unbearable pain. 
A how mob stood at the base of the cross and 
jeering '·If thou be the Son of God, come 
down . . . . He saved others; himself he cannot save." 
But Jesus had more· blJsiness that hour 
saving . He liS. . 
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On a hill far away stood a,-n old Tugged crOBS, 

The ena,blem of sufj'ri-ng and shame. 
And I love that old cross where <!ea;Teet a.-nd best 

For a. WOTld of lost sinners slain. 

So l~ll che-rish the old rugged cross 
Till my trophies at last I lay down. 

I will cling to the old. rugged. Cf'OS$~ 
And exchange it someday for a C1"own. 
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• 
We of this ration have ri' two world wars 

and face the possibility of a Jesus still 
towering o'er the wrecks of tillie and silliouetted 
a black, stornlY skyline, saying, "1 anl still here~ I am 
still available. Come .... all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest." 

He is the miracle Personality. Because He is, He can 
change you all who . COlne, and thus change 
society. 

Our need is personal It is not for better but 
for better businessmen; not for better educationt but for 
better educators; not tor better but for better 
ba:nkers; not for better farming, but for better farlllers; 
not for better laws, better medicine, or better jurispru-

• 

dence; but for better lawyers, better doctors .. and better 
• 
J 

• 

Christ is the an8Wef'~ He is our 0 Hope. The 
who announced His coming to a band of frjghtened shep­
herds brought the world its number one news story. 

"Fear nott for ~ ..... I bring you good tidings of great 
joy . . ~ .. For unto you is born this day . ~ . " a Saviour, 
which is Christ the I cOrd." 

At this hour we adore Hiln. 

• 

Beloved Personality. 
Lover of the Poor. . 
Healer of the Sick. 

Teacher. 
Incomparable Philosopher. 
Ideal of Ideals • 

But beyond all of Saviour" 
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