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The Unique Galilean

Jesus of Nazareth is the greatest personality ever to
appear in the arena of human activity and play His part
on the stage of life. No man equals Him in depth of
character, breadth of soul, width of interest, or height of
influence. He is the most outstanding individual who has
ever trodden the dusty highways of life or trudged up
the steep, jagged hillsides of earth.

Jesus is the Great Central Figure of all time, He splits
history into two parts—s.c. (before Christ) and A.p. (in
the year of our Lord).

It staggers the imagination to realize that a child could
be born in & humble home; that home to be situated in
an obscure little hamlet; that hamlet to be located in a
very insignificant, small eocuntry-—and yet, out from that
humble home, obscure village, and small country should
come One the impact of whose dynamic personality
should change the whole course of history, revolutionize
philosophy, overthrow governments, revitalize religion,
and transform men.

He was born in a conquered province of the Roman
Empire held by the iron fist of military power and sub-

ject to the voke of a slave—yet Jesus became the great
Emancipator, making freedom possible for every man
and woman of Adam's race.

His mother was a woman of lowliest station, iving in
the most despised city, Nazareth, from which no good

had ever ecome. But He hecame the fountainhead of all
goodness.

He was born in a borrowed manger in the little town
of Bethilehem. His father was only a humble carpenter;
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THE UNIQUE GALILEAN

yet he instilled in his Son the creative genius of building
not a material house, but of constructing a new mansion
of human beings called the kingdom of Heaven.

Jesus lived -but a brief thirty-three years. He was
born a Jew—despised, lowly, ignoble. His emperor was
Caesar, who ruled a great earthly kingdom; but little
did Caesar know that One would arise and found a Xing-
dom greater in territory, wider in scope, and richer in
purpose, which would endure when the stateliest monu-

ments and costliest palaces of Rome should be crumbled
in the dust of oblivion.

Alexander the Great, who lived three and a half
centuries before Jesus, congquered the world and created
a colossal empire. He and Jesus had some things in
common. Both began their careers very young, and both
ended them at the untimely age of thirty-three.

Alexander was born in a mansion—Jesus in a manger.

Alexander was the son of a king—Jesus, the Son
of a carpenter.

Both founded a kingdom—one on power, the other
on Iove. Alexander’s was great but is now dissolved; that
of Jesus was small but is now colossal.

Alexander lived and died for himself:; Jesus lived and
died for others.

Alexander died a worshiped king on a throne; Jesus
died a mocked King on a cross. Alexander’s life seemed
like a great success; Jesus’ life appeared as a dismal
failure. Alexander shed the blcod of millions for his

own gain; Jesus shed His own blood for the salvation of
millions.

Alexander sought his own life to lose it all in death:
Jesus gave His life to find it again after death.
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Alexander died in Babylon in splendor; Jesus died on
Calvary in shame.

Alexander conquered every throne; Jesus conquered
every grave.

Alexander made himself God and died as a man; Jesus
made himself man but died like a God.

Alexander enslaved all men; Jesus made all men
tree.

Alexander built his throne on blood and power; J esus
shed His blood to build His powerful kingdom on love.

Alexander won all there was on earth, but lost
heaven; Jesus lost all He had on earth, but won heaven

for all.

Alexander forever died; Jesus forever lives.

Alexander lived like a millionaire but He died like
a pauper; Jesus lived like a pauper but, by dying, ac-
guired wealth for millions.

Alexander made history; Jesus transformed it.

These two men represent two ways of life. Every
person is in one or the other. With Alexander are
Napoleon, Hitler, Mussolini, and all others who have as
their motto, “Get all you can.” With Jesus are St. Paul,
John Wesley, William Wilberforce, Abraham Lincoln,
and others whose motto is “Give all you can.” Givers and
(etters represent the two philosophies of life.

The Getters are the “gold” seekers; the Givers are
the “God” seekers. Jesus summed up the number one
principle of character engineering when He said, “He that
findeth his life shall lose it;: but he that loseth his life
for my sake shall find it.”
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THE UNIQUE GALILEAN

Seek selfishly for yvour own pleasure, gain, and goods,
and yvou grow smaller and poorer. But give yourself to
something bigger than yourself and beyond yourself,
and yvou find yourself and grow bigger and richer.

Alexander is a dim, forgotten man. He acquired all
things but lost his soul. Jesus lost all things but fou.nded

an eternal Kingdom.

The person of Jesus stands among men as unequaled
and unsurpassed. He is superior, supreme, tops—unique.

His personality is unique. He is like no cother man.

He is theanthropic—God-man. Because He is God He
can reach up with one hand and grasp hold of God and

reach down with the other hand and grasp hold of poor,
lost man and thus make a bridge of reconciliation bring-

ing God and man together.

Jesus is unigue among founders of religions. Suppose
yvou had the power to subtract the founder of each major
religion from the religion bearing his name. Withdraw
Confucius, Buddha, and Mohammed from Confucianism,
Buddhism, and Mohammedanism, and you have not
changed these religions one iota. But when wvou subtract

Christ from Christianity yvou have nothing left-—what
He is, Christianity is; and what Christianity is, He is.
Such is true of no other religion. -

The Resurrection pointe to the unigueness of Christ.
The founders of other religions lie dead in their graves,

but the Founder of Christianity transcended all others
and came out of His sepulcher triumphant. Today He is

Lving, :
The character of Jesus is unigue. I might ask you

yvour opinion of President Truman, Winston Churchill, or
any other man, and your answer might reveal your
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judgment but never vour character. But when I ask,
“What think ve of Christ?” your response indicates the
kind of character you are, Why? Because Jesus is the
fountainhead of rightecusness, goodness, and truth. So—
when I ask, “What is your opinion of Christ?” I am really
saving, “What is yvour opinion of right, goodness, and
truth?” When anyone reveals this he reveals himself.

The life of Jesus is unigque. It is trite-to say, “He is the
Ideal of Ideals.” He is—but what does it mean?

As an exercise, select the twelve greatest men in
history. By each name put the outistanding characteristic
which made him great—twelve men and twelve charac-
ter traits. If you eould wrap up these twelve outstanding
attributes which made these twelve men great into one
great personality, who would possess them all? Jesus

would be all of that and even more.

, Every man in history and every person you know, no
matter how strong he may be, has a point of weakness—
you could improve him. But here is a striking, unique
fact: I challenge you to add one little thing to Jesus
to make Him better. You can’t make Him more just, or
more righteous, or more honest. Jesus stands on the

horizon of human experience as the only Man that can-
not be improved. He is the Ideal of Ideals.

Jesus was also unique in His being. Every man is
created in the image of God rationally, morally, and
spiritually, possessing innate categories of the mind and
norms of the soul. Because of sin and time, God’s image
has been well-nigh effaced—certainly defaced. But there
are definite indices of our pristine perfection. In our
innermost constituent natures are norms of goodness,
justice, harmony, beauty, honesty, and truth. XX I could
pull out of my inner being my ideal of goodness, my
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norm of justice, my ideal of mercy—yes, all my ideals—
and tie them up into one great synthetic personality who
would possess them all--Jesus would equal and excel
alt of this. He is the personification of every internal
ideal of myself. He is the cobjectification of every sub-
jective norm of my soul.

Jesus is also unique in that He has made available
power to enable every man to be a victor and not a vic-
tim. He not only proclaims an ideal philosophy em-
bodying lofty principles, but He gives daily power to
enable one to live the Christlike life.

Jesug is unique—He is the miracle Personality.

He was not a general, yet He became the Conqueror
of the world—not through the brutality of military foree,
but by the breadth of His mighty love.

He traveled little, confining His activity to Palestine,
a country forty-five miles wide by one hundred miles
long. He had no modern means of high-powered propa-
ganda. There were no railroads, no steamships, no air-
planes, no newspapers, magazines, or printing presses, no
radios nor television screens.

Jesus possessed no influential name, no wealth nor
position. He had neither training nor education except
what He acquired at His mother’s knee or in the humble
village. He possessed no certificate, sheepskin, nor de-

gree, He lived and moved among the common people.
When He was born a manger was borrowed for Him,

and when He died He was placed in 2 borrowed tomb.
The estate He left consisted of a single seamless robe.

He was not a doctor; vet He healed the sick, opened
blind eyes, unstopped deaf ears, cleansed the leper, and
raised the dead.
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He was not a lawyer; vet He knew the Law, inter-
preted it, and applied it to the relationships which should
prevail among men. He himself became the fountainhead
of righteousness, and His principles are becoming more
and more lodged in the hearts and consciences of men.

He was not an author. He wrote no books, composed
no poemns, compiled no documents, edited no papers, nor
contributed to any periodicals. The only sentence He
ever wrote was a single line in the sand, which disap-
peared the same day. No letier of it was preserved. He
never used a fountain pen nor a typewriter. We have no
line, word, or syllable from His hand. And yet—more
books have been written about Him and His words than

any other man.

He has affected the lives of more people than all
the authors of all the ages. The story of His life has
been translated into more than 1,100 languages, read
by countless millions, and is the best-selling story every
year,

He was not an orator; yet no man spake as this man.
His discourses have become the theme of thousands of
addresses., His words are simple and clear. Very few
adjectives are used, yet His sentences abound with beauty,
meaning, and grace.

His sayings are hammered inte polished marble,
chiseled into imperishable granite, wrought into enduring
bronze tablets, written in stained-glass windows of num-
bherless churches, fashioned in rich mosaics upon temple

walls, and set in arched domes of colossal cathedrals.

His words are literary gems. He stands as the un-
equaled Seer of all literature. Shakespeare, Milton, and
Emerson bow their heads in His presence, recognizing a
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superior. Jesus used every form of human speech ef-
fectively—parable and metaphor, allegory and epigram,
simile and symbol—without diluting the thought or over-
ornamenting the truth.

He was not a poet; yet He has inspired thousands of
poets to utter their sublimest expressions.

He was not a musician; yet He inspired Mozart, Schu-
bert, Beethoven, Mendelssohn, Haydn, Handel, and count-
less others. But for Him the great Christian hymns would
remain unwritten. He inspired Lowell Mason in “Nearer,
My God, to Thee”; Toplady, in “Rock of Ages’”; Watts, in
“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”; Charles Wesley,
in “Jesus, Lover of My Soul”; and thousands of others.

He was not an artist, nor a sculptor, nor a painter.
He never handled a brush nor wielded a chisel. He was
a stranger to the paleite and canvas; yvet He was the
inspiration for Raphael, Michelangelo, Hofmann, and
countless others. |

He was not an architect, contractor, nor builder. He
was only a Galilean carpenter—a maker of wooden plows
and ox yokes; but He inspired the noblest, most marvel-
ous architecture known to man. He himself specialized
in character engineering—making men—human master-
pieces. He took a Peter and made a saint. He took a
Saul and made a Paul.

He was not a statesman. He never held nor aspired
to official position. He did not delve in politics; but He
did found a2 Kingdom. He did give a eonstitution—the
Sermon on the Mount, His principles dethroned error.
He was a disturber and a revolutionary. He fought evil,
oppression, and tyranny. His principles laid the founda-
tion for business based on confidence as a result of in-

tegrity.
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Jesus came primarily as a Saviour, John the Baptist
introduced Him when he cried out, “Behold the Lamb of
God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” He was a
matchless Teacher. He was a profound Philosopher. He
was the greatest of men. He was the perfect Ideal. But
above and beyvond &ll this He was the Redeemer. He
came to “save his people from their sins.” He came to
“seek and to save that which was lost.”

The most significant event in the history of man took
place at the surnmit of a hill, enacted by one lone Figure
silhouetted against a darkened sky as He hung between
twao thieves on a roughly hewn cross. Singlehandedly
He was fighting the greatest battle of all ages. A blood-
thirsty mob had eried for His blood at Pilate’s judgment
hall. It echoed and re-echoed with the devilish demand,
“Leet him be crucified His blcod be on us, and
on our children.”

Pilate evaded responsibility. He feared the populace.
He washed his hands, but didn’t wash away his guilt.

They tcocok Jesus and placed a heavy cross on His
shoulders, put a cruel ecrown of thorns on His holy brow,
while blood ocozed out of the pores and down His sacred
face. At the point of spears they goaded Him up Gol-
gatha’s brow. Weak and worn, burdened and tortured,
He trudged painfully to the summit. There they 1aid
Him upon a cross, drove heavy spikes through His hands
and His feet, lifted it to a hole, and dropped it as He
sagged there in excruiating agony and unbearable pain.
A howling mob stood at the base of the cross hissing and
jeering and crying, “If thou be the Son of God, come
down . . . . He saved others; himself he cannot save.”
But Jesus had more important business that hour than
saving himself. He was saving us. .
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What a picture! So terrible, yet so sublime! So awful,
vet so grand! So painful, yet so productive! At length
Jesus cried cut, “It is finished”; and when He did, “The
veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the
bottom.” Our salvation was completed. The holy of
holies was wide open for every penitent soul. A new

moment had come. A fresh day had dawned. Man was
reconciled with God, and his sins were forgiven. The
debt and penalty of sin had been paid in full—yes, it was
the supreme high light of all human history.

The cross of Christ does socmething to you. The Cross
aitracts the attention, invites the understanding, allures
the emotions, and challenges the will. The better self of
everyone is stimulated in its presence. There comes from
the Cross a pull, a tug-—a drawing. Some unexplainable
spirit grips one’s soul. You stand transfixed in its pres-
ence. It confronts you with purity, goodness, and truth.
The best within you is stirred. Your higher, better nature
would clasp it and accept its Christ as your Saviour.

The most universally popular hymn of the twentieth

centurv embodies this truth so pertinently, worded by
George Beonard:

On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross,

The emblem of suffring and shame.
And I love that old cross where the dearest and best
For a world of lost sinners was slain.

So I'll cherish the old rugged cross
Till my trophies at last I lay down.
I will cling to the old rugged cross,

And exchange it someday for a crown,
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We of this generation have witnessed two world wars
and face the possibility of a third. Jesus still stands
towering o'er the wrecks of timne and silhouetted against
a black, stormy skyline, saying, “I am still here, I am
still available. Come . ., . . all ye that labour and are

heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”

He is the miracle Personality. Because He is, He can
change you and all who will come, and thus change

society.

Our need is personal. It is not for better business, but
for better businessmen; not for better education, but for

better educators;, not for better banking, but for better
bankers; not for better farming, but for better farmers;

not for better laws, better medicine, or better jurispru-
dence; but for better lawyers, better doctors, and better

judges. |
Christ is the answer. He is our only Hope. The angel

who announced His coming to a band of frightened shep-
herds brought the world its number one news story.

“Fear not, for . . . . I bring you good tidings of great
joy . ... For unto you is horn this day . . . . a Saviour,
which is Christ the Lord.”

At this hour we adore Him.

Beloved Personality.
Lover of the Poor. -
Healer of the Sick.
Matchless Teacher.
Incomparable Philosopher.
Ideal of Ideals.

But beyond all of this—glorious Saviour.
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