

















is a representative democracy in her form of
gmernment. the individual church “enjoying
the right of selecting its own pastor, subject
to such approval as the General Assembly shall
find wise to institute; the election of delegates
to the various Assemblies; the management
of their own finances, and of all other things
permining to their local life and work” (Man-
ual. “Basis of Union.” page 13). The dele-
qates are the representatives of the people.
who ean not all go to Assemblies, but who
may have their interests cared for and their
wishes earried out. so far as may be practicable
and consistent with the general good, by their
representatives.  In like manner the de lo;mte~
represent the people of the counties in the
state legislature. and in congress, those ;f{,thtﬁ'
districts, being careful in each case phdt no
harmful legislation, as regards their constitu-
ents, be enactéd. Tn this respect the delegates
to the General Assembly of the Pentecostal
Church of the Nazarene. held in Kansas City.
Mo.. in 1915, were not az wise as the children
of this world, or they would not have enacted
into law paragraph 1, page 46, and paragraph
12, page G4, by which it is possible for one
man both to disoreunize a church and to dic-
tate the policy and work of a District Assem-
bly. In all well regulated legislative bodies
there are restrictions upon the powers of the
bodies to act, and they must stop when the
limit is reached. Thus the duties of a District
Assembly are defined on pages 47-49, of the
Manual, under sixteen heads, and beyond these
the Assembly can not wo; it may not under-
take foreign mission work. nor the establish-
ment of a publishing house or a university.
All these are under the direction of boards
provided for by the General Assembly. In like
manner the General Assembly has its program
laid out for it, but with the fatal defect that
“anything else” may be done which the “wis-
dom” of men may “dictate” as being “in har-
mony with the Holy Scriptures” (paragraph
14, page 63). This paragraph has a pious

sound and an innocent look, but there is in it.

the possibility of much wrong legislation. The
history of the church in all ages shows what
men, in their wisdom, have proposed and con-
tended for, and those who have had the power
have dictated the most adverse doctrines and
practices, which they have claimed were sanc-
tioned by the Scriptures. but which have
proved to be destructive of spiritual life, and
of the “clean hands and pure heart” which the
psalmist says those shall have who “ascend
into the hill of the Lord and stand in his holy
place” (Psalm 24). See, for instance, Mor-
monism, Christian Science, and the “tongues”
movement. )

In order, therefore, that our representatives
.in the General Assembly may truly represent
the church from which they derive their pow-
ers, the paragraphs mentioned above should
be eliminated from the Manual at the next
General Assembly, and suitable restrictions
upon the legislative powers of the General As-
sembly should be provided. It should be un-
derstood that our representatives should rep-
resent those who elect them, and consent to
no laws which would take from them any in-
herent or God-given right or privilege, as, for
instance, the right of the regenerated to church
membership, which is violated by the power of

uperintendents to disorganize a church.

The making of the Manual, or the laws by
which the church is to be governed, should be
the work of the General Assembly, or the
elected representatives of the church, and all
proposed laws should be discussed months in
advance of the meeting of the General Assem-
bly. While brethren may privately discuss
thelr views and preferences with regard- to
needed legislation, yet no serious attempt to
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amend the Manual should be made without
giving publicity to the matter through the
church paper. If President Wilson is right
in contending that sceret diplomacy in the
aflairs of nations must come to an end, in the
interest of democracy (and we believe he is),
it can not ‘he suecessfully maintained that pri-
vate agreement by brethren, however exalted
their stations may be, to advance certain views
of government in the ensuing General As-
sembly, withm_lt. publie discussion of the same,
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is in harmony with our rights and privileges
as fellow-citizens with the saints and of the
household of God. ILet them come out into
the open and say through the Ieravp oF Hovi-
NEss what they think ought to be done, for ours
is a church of a representative government,
upon a seriptural basis, and not one where
seeret agreements may be made by the ruling
powers, and afterward thrust upon tlw people
as their law,
FREEWATER, MONT.

The Nazarene Vow
‘By Rev. D. E. Minrer

T ARE convineed that a great many
of our Pentecostal Nazarcnes do
not know, or ‘else willfully break*

“the Nazarite vow,” as recorded in the sixth
chapter of Numbers; and for this reason we

desire to give a few words of comment on this .

wondeeful Scripture.

I think we all agree that the vow represents
the work and experience of sanctification. Let
us consider what this vow means in a spiritual
sense.

1. *“One separated” (v. 2). This is the Old
Testament definition of sanctification, and is
primary. It is onc that needs to be empha-
sized in these days of worldly mixing. Look
at the “lodge holiness,” “dead church holi-
ness,” “money-loving  holiness,” “world-con-
formity holiness,” especially the “dress craze”
of women. Think of holiness women wearing
short skirts, and low-neck waists, and bare-
arm dresses, sporting jewelry and costly ap-
parel.  Fvery Pentecostal Nazarene woman
guilty of this sin ought to get on her knees
and read the third chapter of 1 Peter (also

Notable Sayings By
Noted Men

Relected by . w. JONES

“The blood of the martyrs {s the seed ot
the Church” (Tertullian).

“Better wear out than rust out” (Bish-
op of Cumberland).

“Eternal vigllance I8 the price of lib-
erty” (John Curran).

“England expects every man to do his
duty” (Lord Nelson),.

“One example {8 worth a thousand
arguments” (William Gladstone).

“I would rather be right, than Presi-
dent” (Henry Clay).

“God's in His heaven, all's right with
the world” (Browning).

“Be sure you are right, then go ahead”
(David Crockett).

“Hold the fort, for I am coming"” (Gen-
eral Sherman). ’

“I propose to fight it out on this line,
if it takes all summer” (General Grant).

“Tell your master that if there were as
many devils at Worms as tiles on its root,
I would enter” (Martin Luther).

“The world i{s my parish” (John Wes-
ley).

“I have fought a good fight, I have tin-
ished my course, I have kept the faith”
(Apostie Paul).

“Words are good when backed up by
deeds, and only so" (Theodore Roose-
velt).

“When you have read the Bible, you
will know that it s the Word of God, be-
cause you will have found {t the key to
Your own heart, your own happiness, and
your own duty” (President Wilson).

“Here am I, Lord, send me” (Isafah).

“If ye love me, keep my command-
ments” (Jesus).
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pages 23 and 26 of our Manual), and practice
what she professes, then she could look for the
salvation of her unsaved husband (1 Cor.
T:14): and not only women, but let the men
measure up, and they will also see results,

2. *Abstain from all carnal joy” (ve. 3, 4).
This is what *“the wine and strong drink”
here represents.  We know of holiness people
who have spent hundreds of dollars for fash-
ionnble and costly things, all for the pleasure
and joy of self. “The joy of the TLord is our
strength,” and it is enough. We do not have
to join the “ungodly, Sabbath-breaking joy-
riders” of this world. Common homes and
common things all go to make up this “‘com-
mon salvation.”  Jesus “denied self,” Paul
“suffered the loss of all things,” let us “do
likewise,”  Amen.

3. “Reproach” (v. 3). “The long hair”
means reproac® (1 Cor. 11:14). The Enemy
has forever tried to steal our power; this can
be done when we lose our reproach and be-
come popular. When we lay our “head in
Delilah’s lap and go to sleep” what are the
results?  “Lost vision,” “bondage,” “sacrific-
ing to the god of Dagon” (false worship),
“making sport for our enemies,” awful beyond
deseription; but this is where many souls have
made shipwreck of the faith.

4. “Shun spiritual death” (v. 6). Such as
false teaching, worldly association, fleshly
lusts (Gal. 5:16-21), “of the which I tell you,
that they which do such things shall not in-
herit the kingdom of God.”

3. ";\(\ compromise” (vs, 7, 8). Especially
with youraWn unsaved family and carnal kin
Muny holiness people let the above-named per-
sons put the “ban” on their regular attend-
unce of the means of grace, they have to stay
at home and cook for, and entertain their
Sunday visitors, they can not tithe their in-
come, or entertain any of God’s preachers, for
fear of “a storm in the home.” We can never
win our loved ones to God by compromise,
therefore beware!

6. “Duty of vow-breakers” (vs. 9-21). These
verses teach that all “vow breakers” must re-
pent and make a perfect consecration or else
give up their profession altogether. Remem-
ber God’s last message to the last church
(Laodicean) was, “I would thou wert hot or
cold. So then because thou art lukewarm

. . I will spue thee out.” This is our
message, will we receive it? If so, we can
have the blessing of the Lord (vs. 24-27), and
He will write His name upon ms.  Amen.

UHRICHSVILLE, OHIO.

It only takes a little care, effort, and prayer,
and by tucking a tract where some one is lia-
ble to see it, for one to be an mstrument in
the saving of a soul.

What are you doing for Jesus?
Ifuve you_taken _the responsibility of a tract
box?
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