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2 . HERALD of HOLINESS for September 5, 1917

for the current year there is and will be no cause to lament a decline
in missionary zeal and activity. Our record is higlily satisfactory
to date, and we trust sincerely there will bc no decline in the splendid
record we have made up to today the present yenr. Information from
missionary headquarters informs us that a tremendous effort is heing
madc now to raise $3,000 between mow and the 30th of September.
This amount will be needed in order that the year:may be closed with
all the appropriations paid in full. This ability to thus meet every
cent of the vear’s appropriations would be a most fitting close to one
of the greatest years in our history as a church. The gifts for spe-
cial purposes have been much largér than in any previous year and
there has been a fine increase in the gifts for the general fund. Whilc
this is true, there has been an unusually large appropriation this
“vear which has and will require an unusual liberality on the part of
every one of us to enable the board to keep everything paid up in full
and maintain our fine record us a church.
have been sent out the present year. Others arc under appeintment
and are ready to sail,

That the board has taken such a forward step this year is not only
to be commended but is a distinet challenge to cur faith, and loyalty,
and liberality.  We must meet this step on their part bravely and
promptly and send in our contributions at once and cnable the board
to make good every appropriation and keep faith with these heroic
souls who have answered the divine ¢all to the foreign ficld.

We call the special nttention of our pastors to this most important
matter and conpgratulate them as well as the board that our church
has before us the present year the satisfactory test of our church’s
divine call and the evidence that Ged is prospering us and will con-

We beg all to heed the special eall made upon us by
the conditions prevailing so ncar the close of the present year. We
urge thenm to come up to the help of the board and make this truly
the banner vear for the church in missions. Let that $3.000 be raised
by September 30th, and every appropriation be paid up in full and
let the board thus be placed where they can take another advanced
step as soon as in their godly judgment there is a call for it.

Let our cvangelists at every meeting emphasize missions and eall
upon the people to rally to this need and help raise this five thousand
dollars within thirty days. Let pastors preach on the subject and stir
our people to new zeal, and interest, and liberality in missions. This
May God help and bless
one and all in this most important matter and may the close of Sep-
tember :ee every dollar of the five thousand in the hands of the board.

Twelve new missionaries

tinue to do so.

can be done, and we believe it will be done.

A Fatal Attitude

HE attitude assumed by the higher crities is one of judgment

or dictation as to the admissibility of books or passages of

Scripture to the claim of inspiration and authority. They oc-
cupy the self-sssumed attitude of judges. and not of students. or
disciples, or believers. We affirm that this attitude which they thus
assume is fatal to them, forfeiting or destroying the very ground of
revercnce and reliance and trust, not to say of even respect, for the
Word of God over wlkich they have assumed such lordship.

After having passed successfully through the erucible of their as-
sumed censorship, and received permission of them to be considered
as of divine and inspired authority, a passage of Scripture can never
have in the view of its censors that respect which should characterize
a message from God to mortal and fallible men. In the presence of
passages which sueh crities have most ndmired and which have been
accorded claims to inspiration, the critics can have neither the atti-
tude nor the heart of believers. How can the crities have any such
belief or respect or reverence for a portion of Seripture after they
have summoned it nlong with-the rest before the tribunal of their
judgment, there to be pronounced divine or merely human or semi-
divine? What authority can a passage or a book have for the soul
of a man upon whose judgment or ipsc dixit the passnge depends for
its authority 2 Did not such passage have to present itself before the
bar of their judgment with all the rest of Scripture before it could
be accorded the privilege of inspiration? Was it not subjected to
the indignity of a trial at this human tribunal before it could be
acquitted as not guilty of forgery or legend or fable or some such
falsity ? Fow can an escaped or acquitted conviet like this ever have
or receive that reverence, or respect, por credence which a message
from the infinitc and omnipotent and -omniscient God of the universe

to frail and fallible men should and must have before it ean do then
the good designed by the King of heaven? How can the mind put
itself in the humble and submissive posture of a disciple after having
held and exercised the plaoce and prerogatives of a judge?

Having occupied such an attitude the mind ecan never show ¢

such Scripturc the deference of real faith. - The very best ‘it can'do”

will be to exercise merely acquiescence, but it can never reach true
fatith. The very ground of faith has been cut irom under the humay
mind by such an irreverent and iconoclastic attitude as that of judg-
ing the Word of God. You may, after such un attitude, reach the
position of approval, but never that of adoration. The beliet which
one claims to have, after such an attitude, for the Word of God is
belief not in God but in self. The higher critic’s faith never reaches
beyond himself. It can never soar to realms supernal and divine.
The utterance from the Word may please him, but it never governs
him. It may stund before him as a lamp with a kind of light, but
never rules within him as a source or prineiple of light — a fountuin
of life. )

Can the human mind come down from its lefty and proud clime
to judge of things divine, and humble itself before an utterance which
but for itself would remain human, or at least doubtful? How can
such a2 mind admit or accord to Scripture any treasures of i=domn
and knowledge which are past human ken, or the power of Than to
penetrate and comprehend? How ean we expect such a man to try
to fathom the meaning of a passage which he himself has legitimated
by reason of a meaning which he thinks he has already found iu it?
It is impossible for us to submit except half-heartedly and partially
to an authority which we had in cur power to decline and which we
once held to be doubtful. We can only worship imperfectly what we
have first degraded. The Word of God which we held for a loncer
or shorter time to be human forgeries, or falsities, can never gzain in
our minds that place of supreme reverence and authority which a
real message or revelation from God commands, and elaims, and must
lhave before it can do us the good designed by the King of heaven.

Let men beware how they treat this Word from the skies. l.t
men consider that they reap what they sow. If they rob the Word
of the reverence due it they will have their own reverence to die.
Men who reject the authority of the Word of God until they have
passed on its claims to diviaeness will ery fruitlessly in a coming day
for an authoritative messange when some sorrow has thrown them help-
less upon the shifting winds for succor. The God whom they have
thus mocked by their insolence to His Word will mock when their
We would not say that it is impossible for a
higher critic to repent and believe the Bible and accept the go<pe!
and be saved. We do believe that this
class of gentry luy up for themselves difficulties against the day of
difficulty, by their folly and sin, for the day of their faith will indeed
be a day of supreme difficuity.

calamity bas come.

Very few do, In our opinion.

A CHURCH cAN BE ToLD that it is a hospitul until the members
will get to believing it, and feel that they have nothing in the world
to do but to be served and fed. Whereas the Lord says, “Ye are the
light of the world — the salt of the carth.” Light ministers, but is
not served. Salt serves something clse, and is not served. Altruism
is the inherent. fundamental thought in such metaphors as our Lord
cmploys to designate the character and functions of the Church.

Ir 1s NoT that the Church needs more machinery with which to do
her appeinted work at this day, but it is that she needs more of the
Holy Spirit in the heart and daily life of her membership. both in
the pulpit and the pew. Panoplied with the old spirit of faith and
prayer, power and fire, she can pull down the strongholds of en-
trenched worldliness, disarm the injustice and inhumanity of con-
scienceless covetoushess, and spread abroad and establish that spirit
of human brotherliness which the Christ-lit so beautifully embaodicd
and taught.

CoxpreT is a good index to a man’s creed.

THAT LoGIC 18 a snare which leads not to the cross.
)

THE STRONGEST LIVES arc those that cling closest to Christ.

No MaN 18 ever sbove being tempted. |
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