











TO
MY BELOVED SISTERS,

WHO ARE ANNOINTED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT AND
COMMISSIONED, LIKE MARY OF OLD, T( TELL
THE SORROWING OF THEIR RISEN
LORD, AND WHO, AS THEY GO ON
THEIR BLESSED MISSION FOR
THE MASTER,

OFTEN MEET THE OPPOSITION AND SCORN
OF THEIR OPPONENTS,

THESE PAGES ARE

Dedicated
BY THEIR SYMPATHIZING SISTER
THE AUTHOR.












INTRODUCTION.

I have been greatly honored by the privilege of read-
ing- the manuscript of this little book, and also by being
asked to write its introduction. I have read several books,
and sermons, and essays on both sides of thissubject. This
is the best of all. ‘The argument is unanswerable. It
proves to a demonstration that women have as Scriptural
a right to preach the Gospel as men have, and are often
as truly called of God to do it.

It ought to make any reflecting Christian man blush
with shame to think what persistent opposition holy wo-
men have had to encounter while like Debhorah, and Huldah,
and Priscilla, and Juunia, and Tryphena, and Tryphosa,
they have been laboring in the Lord, and what petty and
contemptible arguments opponents have made to justify
this opposition.

The author is herself a preaclier of righteousness of ex-
tended usefulness, known in many States. The fragrance
of her Christian influence *‘is like ointment poured forth."
She knows what a woman called of God to ministerial ser-
vice has to endure; but she does not forget that woman.
who was last at the Cross and first at the Sepulchre, has a
right, at the bidding of Jesus, to proclaim His love tosinful
and perishing souls. May many saintly women be encour-
aged by the reading of these pages to be obedient to their
Heavenly vision.

A. M. HiLis.

PENIEL, TEXAS, NOVEMBER 22d. rguy.






WOMEN PREACHERS.

————

CHAPTER L

WOMEN PREACHERS-- OLD TESTAMENT.
‘The Lord giveth the word
The wemen thut poblish the tldlags are u wreat kasy - ={igqmenn . (R A )

That women are to take a prominent part in evan-
gelizing the world is clearly taught in the Old Testa-
ment. The first great prophecy concerning woman,
declares that her seed ‘‘shall bruise the serpent’s
head;”’— Gen. 3:15. It was by the ‘‘seed of the wo-
man’’— Christ— that pur redemption wag purchaged.

It was predicted that woman was to have a part in
publishing the glad tidings of salvation. “‘“The Lord
gave the word; great was the company of those that
published it.”’— Psa. 68: 11, As this passage is render-
ed in the authorized version of the Biblke, there (loas
not appear anything out of the common order. Unfort-
unately our translators have covered up the gender in
this verse. The Hebrew word is of feminine gender.

Dr. Adam Clarke, the world’s greatest Commenta-
tor, says the original Hebrew reads: ‘“The Lord gave
the word: Of the female mvachers there was a great
host.”' He says: ‘‘Such is the literal translation of this
passage; the reader may make of it what he pleases.”

We make of it a prediction that women were to
preach the Gospel.

In the Revked Version a similar translation 18 giv-
en to Dr. Clarke's:—

“The Lord g iveth the word:
The women that publish the tidings are a great
host.”’
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10 WOMEN PREACHERS.

The Hebrew shows that the heralds are women,
and that they are publishing or proclaiming God’s
Word.

All through Jewish history, women were the ones
chosen to announce good news or glad tidings. In Isa.
40: 9, we read:—

©*O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into
the high mountain; O Jerusalem, that bringest good tid-
ings, lift up thy voice with strength; lift it up, be not
afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, Behold your God!"

Dr. Adam Clarke says the Hebrew shows the her-
ald here addressed is a woman, and should read: ‘O
daughter, that bringest glad tidings to Zion, etc.”” God
gives her the message He wants her to deliver: ‘‘Say
unto the cities of Judah, Behold your God!”’

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is the sweetest news
ever brought to mortal ears—and why not woman,
(whom God did not say was made a little lower than
the angels) be allowed to bear the glad tidings of Jesus’
power to save?

In Qld Testament times it was no uncommon
thing for woman to preach good tidings to the people.
We have recorded instances, not a few, of those who
acted in the capacity of prophetess in the days of Israel.

It really seems too bad, in this age of the world,
that it becomes necessary to explain that a prophetess
means a woman prophet—one who has the call of God
for the sacred and responsible office of prophet.

We are not called upon to explain that a queen is a
female king, duly vested with all his authority and
functions of regal office. Nor are we called upon to
explain that a priestess is a female priest, vested with
all his authority and functions of priestly office.

Webster's definition of prophetess is: ‘A female
prophet.’’

Robert Young, L. L. D., author of the ‘‘Analytical
Concordance of the Bible,”” defines the Hebrew and
Greek words translated prophetess, by the phrase, ‘‘fe-
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male preachers.’”” We are glad to cite such reputable
authority on this translation.

Biblical and ecclesiastical literature gives us no
warrant to make any distinction between the office and
works of the male and female prophet.

Some narrow the office of the prophet down to the
foretelling of future events. In many instances we
find it was no part of their work. Hodge, in his ““Out-
lines of Theology,”” in answer to the question, “What
is the scriptural sense of the word prophet?'’ says: “A
prophet of God is one qualified and authorized to speak
for God to men. Foretelling fulure events is only inci-
dental.”’

Geike, in “‘Life and Words of Christ,’” says: “A
prophet, in the Jewish point of view, was less a seer
than a fearless preacher.”’

Sanballat said to Nehemiah: “‘Thou hast also ap-
pointed prophets te preach of thee at Jerusalem.’’—
Neh. 6: 4.

Webster defines the word prophet: *“A paraon
illuminated, inspired, or instructed by God to speak in
His name.”

Smith, in ‘‘The Dictionary of the Bible,' says:
‘“The ordinary Hebrew word for prophet is nabi, deriv-
ed from a verb signifying to ‘‘bubble forth” like a
fountain. Hence the word means one who pours forth
the declaration of God. He says: ‘“The English word
comes from the Greek Prophetes, which signifies, in
classical Greek, one who speaks for another and inter-
prets his will to man.”’

In Exo. 7: 1, 2, we have these words:—

““And the Lord said unto Moses, Sce, I have made
thee a god to Pharaoh; and Aaron thy brother shall be thy
prophet.

“T'hou shalt speak all that T command thee; and
Aaron thy brother shall speak unto Pharaoh, that he send
the children of Israel out of his land.”

The evident meaning of this passage is, that Aaron
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Gospel, they were commanded to ‘‘tarry.” This com-

mand was renewed at the time of the ascension.—Acts
1: 4-5.

While it is not in so many words recorded that the
women were present the night after the resurrection
when Jnsus appeared to the Apostles ‘‘and them that
were with them,’”’ but we believe they were included
among ‘‘them that were with them.”” They may or
may not have been present at the Ascension. But we
do know that they were among the number who assem-
bled themselves in that upper room in Jerusalem.
““These all continued with one accord in prayer and sup-
plication, with the women, and Mary the mother of
Jesus, and with His brethren.’””—Acts 1: 14,

Someone has said: ‘‘Woman truly rocked the cradle
of the Pentecostal Church.”” The women were in the
majority of the company of those gathered in the upper
room. The company numbered about one hundred and
twenty.—Acts 1: 15. In verses thirteen and fourteen
we find them classified and enumerated. The names of
the eleven disciples are mentioned, the four brethren of
Jesus, {(Matt. 13: 55.) Mary the mother of Jesus, and
the women. Anyone with the least mathematical turn
can see that the eleven disciples and four brethren taken
from one hundred and twenty leaves one hundred and
five women who received ‘‘The promise of the Father”
(Acts 1: 4.) and were fitted to be witnesses unto Jesus
“‘unto the uttermost part of the earth.”’ —Acts 1: 8.

The following facts occur in the history of Pente-
coat:

FIRST.—The women and Mary the mother of Jesus
were present with the Apostles and His brethren, pray-
ing for ‘‘The Promise of the Father."

SECOND.—‘“When the day of Pentecost was fully
come, they were all with one accord in one place.”’—
Acts 2: 1. The ““all” includes the women of Acts1:14.

THIRD.—''And suddenly there came a sound from
















































































































































































































































