










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































272 GOLDEN SHEAVES.

you feel it pull?” There was no question after that, and
the man walked away with a sermon in his heart.

The father and mother have gone into the tomb; the
wife and child have flitted away from the fireside into
heaven; they no longer are seen, but oh how their lives
and influences pull the heart.

The same preacher tells of an infidel father who
came home from the funeral of his only child. Grief-
stricken, he entered his lonely and bereft home and
flung himself upon his bed with a heart feeling like lead.
Exhausted by much watching, he fell asleep, and
dreamed that he came to a dark rushing river. On the
other shore he saw to his delight his little daughter,
who stretched her arms to him and cried, “Come this
way, father.” He felt even in his dream that she was
calling him to heaven, and with the following words
strangely sounding in his ears, “He that believeth on the
Son of God shall be saved,” he, all broken and softened,
awoke with tears and prayers, and falling on his knees
by his bedside was saved.

The string pulled.

Tt is said of Elisha that after he had been dead and
buried quite awhile, the Moabites threw a dead body in
his grave; when the instant that the corpse touched the
bones of the prophet, the dead man arose and stood
upon his feet.



THE AFTERMATH OF LIFE. 2738

This remarkable occurrence illustrates the very
thought we are presenting, of posthumous influence.
The dead Elisha could still quicken people on earth.
The grave does not end a man’s power for good in this
world. A Christian physically dead and gone to dust
and ashes has something left in book, article, conversa-
tion, spirit, influence and life, which will, through God,
be able to electrify and vitalize the spiritually dead and
make them leap into salvation. :

Thank God for this after-power, this aftermath, this
beautiful gloaming of religious influence when our
earthly sun has set in the grave.

But that we may bless people after death, we must be
a benediction during life. If we would exert an after-
math of spiritual influence while asleep in the tomb, we
must first have a harvest of goodness and usefulness on
earth. If we would leave a beautiful gloaming behind
us when dead, we must see to it that the Sun of Right-
eousness makes a blessed daytime for us, and in us, and
through us while we live.
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